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John Donaldson checking out night vision goggles at Ft Campbell reunion.   
Photo provided by Steve Plyman    Reunion recap starts on page 15.  



Dear Fellow Lancer, 

I certainly agree with David, the newsletter has exceeded 
my expectations too.   

However I cannot take all of the credit. I would like to 
thank my wife, Kathy, for her encouragement to start this 
project.  

Also I need to thank the proof readers, my wife, David 
and his wife, and three of my coworkers, Rich Merhing, 
Jim Major, and Dan Davidson. Rich was a tanker in Ger-
many about the same time I was in Viet Nam. Dan served 
in the Air Force in the early seventies. Jim Major’s father 
was an advisor near Pleiku in the mid sixties. Jim is an 
avid reader of Viet Nam related books. All enjoy the 
newsletter and help catch spelling, grammar and punc-
tuation errors. They deserve recognition for their work. 

Besides the proof readers, several other coworkers read 
the newsletter. They all indicate that the “In the Air” sec-
tion is their favorite. It is also my favorite.  

These stories come from you. All of you who have 
made article contributions deserve  most of the 
credit for making the newsletter a success. There 
would be a very slim publication without your participa-
tion. Thanks for your contributions and keep them com-
ing. 

Are you missing any back issues of the newsletter? The 
back of the reunion survey contains a section to indicate 
any missing issues. Please be patient, I will try to answer 
all back issue requests as soon as possible. 

There is also an area for comments about the newsletter. 
Please do not hesitate to send your suggestions.  

I hope to see you in Nashville. 

Best regards to you and yours, 

Gary  

  

Editorial 
by David Mussey and Gary Whitty 
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Flight, 
 
 Wow, we’re already beginning our third year of the Lanc-
ers, Knights of the Roundtable. I’m sure that I can speak 
for both Gary and I when I say that we have greatly ex-
ceeded all expectations for this newsletter and the asso-
ciation in general. 
 
 The holidays have come and gone and our focus now is on 
the upcoming reunions and the events related to them. 
One of which will be the election of new officers at the 
101st Abn. Div. Association in Nashville. More info on the 
election is posted on page three. 
 
 We are officially organized as an unincorporated associa-
tion and are working toward our tax-exempt status with 
the IRS. We currently have 164 members in the associa-
tion. Given that the Lancers served in Vietnam for only 
three years, that is an impressive number. But we still 
have a long way to go to find all our brothers. 
 
 I am hopeful that we will have good turnouts at the re-
unions this year. Please fill out your 2002 reunion sur-
veys and snail mail them in or email me about your in-
tentions to attend. I will post them on the internet site on 
a weekly basis for all to view. 
 
 Our transition to the new server hosted by Steve Crimm 
has gone well and the new URL of http://thelancers.org is 
already showing up on search engines. 
 
 The association fund currently stands at $1,985.18. 
 
 Looking forward to hearing from all of you. 
 
 David 

David Gary 
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Some things never change in war, even after 30 years.  
This is from an article I came across this AM. Bill G.  
 
MarineCorpsTimes.com December 3, 2001  
Marines Try To Keep Clean  
A reporter's notebook  
By C. Mark Brinkley, Times staff writer  
AFGHANISTAN -  
"....Lines have started to form at the male toilets, though 
no one seems thrilled with the disposal method. A few 
unlucky souls are tasked each day with removing the 
metal barrels used to catch the waste, adding fuel and 
disposing of the material by fire. Stirring is also required, 
then dumping it in a hole...." 
 

S#$@ Burning Detail 
Sent to us by Bill Griffith 

The last newsletter sent to Jim Cass  was returned with 
deceased stamped over the address.  A check of the Social 
Security  death index shows that Jim died Aug 01. No 
other details are available.  Jim was a resident of Fair-
banks, AK. 

Any information about Jim should be sent to David 
Mussey. David will use your fond memories to build a 
memorial page on the Lancer web site.  

News 
From your fellow Lancers. 

Jim Cass 
Another Lancer flying west. 

Notice of Election 

Jim Cass 

Flight, 
 
 An election of officers for the Lancer Association will be 
held at our annual meeting this coming June. The meet-
ing will take place during the reunion of the 101st Abn. 
Div. Association in Nashville, TN. 
  
Officers are to be elected for the positions of Association 
President, Association Vice-president and Association 
Secretary-Treasurer. Nominations for these offices will 
be made via e-mail to huey653@elp.rr.com or snail mail 
to the association’s address. A nomination and feedback 
form is included with this issue of the newsletter. 
 
All nominations must be received by 12 April 2002 for 
publication in the next newsletter. The two top nominees, 
for each office, will run against each other for election. 
Election tabulation will include the votes of all members 
present at the annual meeting and votes of those proxies 
submitted to the association as per Article III (4) of The 
Lancer Association Constitution. 
 
When you make your nominations, please be sure that 
those nominated are willing to serve in office. 
 
 



Book Reviews 

658 combat ready to be a part of the Lancers at Camp 
Evans in I Corps. 
 
 Reading  An Eagle’s Eye View and the day by day 
journal kept by Terry Willman, one is privileged to meet 
good friends “Swede” Roger Olsson, David Mussey and 
Gene Parks.  Throughout the book it is apparent there is 
a very close and trusting bond between Terry and his 
gunner Terry Gerke as well as his pilots Dan Shea and 
Ed Sakenes.  The very first combat assault mission 658 
flew happened to be on Easter morning, 1969.  And, 
wouldn’t you know it, it was in the A Shau Valley!  What 
a place and how bizarre! 
 
 658 and its crew flew every kind of mission during its 
service in the Lancers.  They  flew  LRRP, “Ash and 
Trash”, combat assault, C & C and some Terry called “no 
name missions” which always “put a knot in his stom-
ach!”  658 and Terry Willman became very close as a 
crew chief and his aircraft usually did.  After flying all 
day for many hours, Terry was responsible for doing 
maintenance and repair on 658. And more often than 
not, the work went well into the wee hours of the morn-
ing.  Finally, so tired and exhausted Terry would find 
needed sleep, in the aircraft, until time for the next 
day’s mission at O’dark-thirty.  Many, many a crew chief 
did this for days on end, never once complaining.  Their 
dedication mixed with loads of endurance was the way 
most helicopter crew chiefs performed their duties.  Very 
often they failed to receive enough credit for the job they 
did. 
 
 The final flight for 658 was definitely a bitter sweet one.  
Terry and 658 were on an assigned down day (ASD) on 
May 31, 1969.  Then, due to maintenance problems, 658 
was needed for a last minute logistic mission.  So, 
pressed into service, but without Terry and the regular 
crew, 658 left Camp Evans.  A whole new crew was as-
signed to 658 as it took off on a re-supply mission to Fire 
Base Eagle’s Nest!  658 never came back.  It crashed on 
an approach to Eagle’s Nest due to a “flying poncho” in 
the tail rotor. 
 
 The story of 658 does not end on Hamburger Hill, how-
ever.   It continues as 658 is returned to the US, re-
paired and flown for a number of years in the Ohio Na-
tional Guard.  Then, upon retirement from the Ohio 
Guard, 658 is acquired by the Firelands Military Mu-
seum in Ohio and fully restored…just as it was in the 
Lancers!  That is where the story comes full circle.   An-
swering the call to help provide more information about 
658 and its crash on that final day in Vietnam, Terry 
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 An Eagles Eye View—The 
Combat History of Army 
Helicopter Tail # 67-17658 
 By—Terry Willman 
104 pages, Soft back 
56 B/W photos 
Published by Terry and Karie Willman 
Copyright 2001 
P.O. Box 54895 
Phoenix, AZ  85078-4895 
www.aneagleseyeview.net 
 
review by  Tom Payne 
 
  Compared to the number of books written by pilots, very 
few books have been written by helicopter crew chiefs who 
served in Vietnam.  NOW, it is time that one be written.  
Americans need to better understand the very real sacri-
fice and extreme personal dedication exhibited by helicop-
ter crew chiefs.  Crew chiefs not only worked on their air-
craft day and night,  they “rode their steeds” right along 
with the pilots on every mission.   And, as they flew to-
gether, they voluntarily and bravely flew through the 
“Gates of Hell”,  and returned.  Every  pilot owes his life 
to the crew chief….and that is no exaggeration!    Pilots 
not recognizing that fact, or failing to admit it, are not be-
ing truthful.  Because of this book, a great deal of credit is 
due Terry Willman and his wife, Karie, for accepting the 
challenge and doing a grand job in writing and publish-
ing,  An Eagle’s Eye View. 
 
 Terry Willman had the very distinct privilege of being 
the ONLY crew chief for UH-1H, S/N 67-17658 in combat 
over Vietnam!   From near zero flight hours until 658 
crashed on the infamous Fire Base Eagle’s Nest in I 
Corps, he flew daily as both crew chief and door gunner.  
From August 1968 until that fateful day on May 31st of 
1969,  Terry did the things that crew chiefs did, PLUS he 
kept a detailed daily diary or journal….the basis for his 
book. 
 
  Joining the newly formed B Company, 158th Aviation 
Battalion, 101st Airborne Division while in the States,  
Terry was present when his aircraft was delivered.  658 
was brand new from Bell Helicopter when it arrived at Ft. 
Carson, CO.  From those first few hours Terry lived al-
most night and day with 658, with the exception of a cou-
ple of weeks when it was in transport from the US to Viet-
nam.  Then, meeting the ship at Danang, Terry was once 
again hard at work reinstalling the rotors and making 



Recovering From the War:  
A Guide for all Veterans, Family 
Members, Friends and Therapists 
By Patience H.C. Mason 
Patience Press, 1998 444 pgs.$12.95 

 
 reviewed by David Mussey 
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(Continued from page 4) 
Willman once again gets a chance to “meet” his “old 
friend” from Vietnam.   UH-1H, S/N 67-17658 is now 
“reborn” and on display in Ohio.   Finally,  Terry has 
told the story.  You can visit and see 658 at the mu-
seum’s  web site at www.huey.org  as it looks, today. 
 
 Again, nice job Terry Willman and an very important 
one.  You can be proud of taking good care of 658 over 30 
years ago in addition to telling the story today.  Because 
of you, 658 can sit proudly displaying the grand job you 
did, together, so long ago.  Now 658 can tell the story of 
what all helicopter crew chiefs did.  They brought us all 
back home…..alive!  We say thanks, and welcome home! 
 
 Tom Payne 
VHPA 
Sec/Treas. 

If you only read one book on the issue of PTSD, this is the 
one to read. This book is, by far, the most comprehensive 
one, I’ve read, on the subject. It is written in an easy to 
understand manner for all readers. Ms Mason has put 
much into her book. A lot of effort through research and 
personal experience makes her work a must read. 
 
The book is arranged into three parts. The first being 
what Vietnam was like for those that served there. Ms 
Mason had interviewed many veterans to be able to give 
the reader an exceptional sense of what it meant to have 
served in Vietnam. She covers the full spectrum of the du-
ties performed by those who were there. Her work has 
even given me a greater appreciation for those we referred 
to as REMFs. She includes thought exercises at the end of 
each chapter to enable the non-vet to better understand 
the emotion that vets experienced during their tours of 
duty in Vietnam. 
 
The second part of the book deals with the aftereffects of 
Vietnam. Ms Mason writes about what made Vietnam so 

different from other wars in our history and how those 
differences have impacted PTSD in such great numbers 
of those that served. She writes from the viewpoint of 
one who has gone through much personal experience in 
dealing with the current day issues of PTSD. I commend 
Ms Mason and her husband for their openness about 
their own problems in dealing with the issues. She also 
details the history of PTSD and what it means in our 
society today, including the VA’s official definition of the 
disorder. 
 
The third part of Recovering From the War speaks to 
actual recovery and how we can all help ourselves. Ms 
Mason includes much useful information on sound steps 
toward recovery for the veteran and those who have be-
come co-dependants around him. She has made it her 
life’s work to help those who are dealing with PTSD, 
veteran and non-veteran alike. Even if you don’t feel 
that you have a problem with PTSD, this is a must read 
to better understand your brothers that do. 
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Part V 
 
 While the battle of Hamburger Hill was being fought in 
the A Shau Valley, the NVA 2nd Division was threatening 
the Quang Tin Province Headquarters at Tam Ky under 
the protection of the Americal Division. Unable to pull its 
own elements out of the field, the Americal Division sent 
out a desperate call for help—a tactical emergency. Two 
NVA divisions were threatening to overrun the Marine 
airbase, and the nearby district capital of Tam Ky. In ad-
dition, several U.S. fire bases, in particular LZ Profes-
sional, were under siege. With its maneuver battalions 
having full companies gobbled in and defeated in broad 
daylight, and its reserve companies busy defending belea-
guered fire bases, the Americal Division had its back to 
the wall and was up to its collective ass in alligators. The 
1st Brigade headquarters along with two 2nd Brigade bat-
talions, the 1/501st and the 1/502nd, temporarily under 
the operational control of the 1st Brigade, prepared to an-
swer the call. Beginning on May 15, 1969, the 1st Brigade, 
with its supporting elements, deployed to Tam Ky and 
Chu Lai by air and sea lift. The full deployment took 
thirty-eight hours and required 66 C-130 aircraft sorties 
and a U.S. Navy LST. This was not the first time that the 
Brigade had joined the Americal Division in an operation. 
Twice before, the Brigade had fought with Task Force Ore-
gon (later designated the Americal Division) during the 
battle for Duc Pho and again at Chu Lai. 
 
 The Americal Division’s AO was one of the most diverse 
and extensive areas of operation in Vietnam. Unlike the 
101st’s AO just to the north, with its civilian population 
clustered along the coastal plains, the Americal’s AO was 
characterized by villages and hamlets dispersed over the 
wide, gently rolling countryside that extended back a good 
distance from the coast. And although the division was 
numerically one of the largest U.S. divisions in South 
Vietnam, it lacked the helicopter assets possessed by the 
101st Airborne Division. With more ground to cover and 
less mobility than its airmobile neighbor to the north, the 
Americal units were somewhat handicapped in their pur-
suit of the highly mobile enemy units, who after a couple 
of years of avoiding major contacts with the Americal sol-
diers, were suddenly standing toe to toe – and winning. 

 
 The 1st Brigade was to be a part of Operation LAMAR 
PLAIN and would serve the Americal Division well for 
the next 90 days. The first action the Brigade would see 
would be at Hill 270, where the Geronimos swept the 
battlefield and killed 25 NVA. Continual sweeps and re-
connaissance in force uncovered numerous enemy base 
complexes, keeping the NVA reeling backward as they 
attempted to avoid contact with the hard-charging para-
troopers from the 1st Brigade. In one cache alone, troop-
ers discovered 29 SKS rifles, 72 AK-47’s, a single M-1 ri-
fle, three 60mm mortars, thirty-seven 122mm rockets, 13 
cases of AK-47 ammunition, thirteen 75mm recoilless 
rifle rounds and numerous blasting caps and mortar 
fuses. Another nearby cache revealed two hundred 82mm 
mortar rounds and 78 RPG rounds. 
 
 LAMAR PLAIN saw another Screaming Eagle awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, again posthumously. 
On June 2, 1969, Sp4 Joseph G. LaPointe, Jr., a member 
of Headquarters and Headquarters Troop 2/17th  Cavalry, 
was serving as a medic during a combat air assault out-
side of Tam Ky. His patrol was advancing from their LZ 
through an adjoining valley when it walked into a large 
enemy force, manning heavy automatic weapons, en-
trenched in well-fortified, mutually supporting bunker 
positions. Two of LaPointe’s comrades at point position 
were seriously wounded in the opening burst of fire, 
while everyone else in the patrol moved to cover. Hearing 
the cries for help from the two wounded men, Specialist 
LaPointe left his position and ran forward under heavy 
machine gun fire to aid the wounded. To reach them he 
was forced to crawl through an area where he would be 
exposed to an enemy bunker. LaPointe low-crawled 
across the kill zone and began to treat one of the 
wounded while shielding the other with his body. Sud-
denly, he was hit by a burst of fire from the nearby en-
emy bunker. Ignoring his own painful wounds, he contin-
ued administering aid to the two wounded men until he 
was hit a second time. Barely able to move, he crawled 
back to the wounded cavalrymen and once again tried to 
shield them with his body while he tried to dress their 
wounds. An enemy grenade fell among the three men 
mortally wounding all of them. 
 
 The arrival of the 1st Brigade to Tam Ky would provide 
the Americal Division with a capability it had been 
sorely lacking—air mobility. The arrival of two NVA divi-
sions in its AO had signaled a dramatic change in the 
type of war the Americal found itself embroiled in. Sud-
denly, full companies from the Americal Division were 

(Continued on page 7) 

History of the 101st  
During the Lancer Period 
Reprinted with permission from:  
101st Airborne Division Screaming Eagles 
Turner Publishing Company 

On The Ground 
Stories, history and tactics of the ground troops. 
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(Continued from page 6) 
being engaged and soundly whipped in broad daylight by 
large NVA units, before help could arrive. Scout helicop-
ters from the 2/17 Cav were the first elements of the 
101st to deploy in the Americal AO. The “white” teams 
began operating alone, before the FACs and Cobras could 
come on line. They satisfied themselves with location and 
marking enemy emplacements and with trying to locate 
the bodies of an Americal company that had gotten itself 
chewed up. It didn’t take the Screaming Eagle scout pi-
lots long to find the enemy – and the dead Americal sol-
diers. Calling in FAC directed F-4 Phantoms to suppress 
heavy NVA anti-aircraft fire, the scouts quickly discov-
ered that they had stirred up a hornet’s nest. They had 
located the 2nd NVA Regiment, and they weren’t run-
ning. 
 
 Two infantry battalions were inserted to develop the 
situation, and immediately found themselves caught up 
in rotating blades of a meat grinder. Neither side was 
able to gain an advantage. For several days, each side 
would try to maneuver for a position of advantage, only 
to have its move countered by a similar move from the 
other side. At the end of the first week, only three heli-
copters were flyable from the combined assets of an air 
cav troop, an ARA battery, and a scout section. Ameri-
cans killed in action was approaching one hundred. For 
the first time, 101st “pink” and “white” teams had run 
into an impenetrable wall of anti-aircraft fire that defied 
any and all attempts to reduce it. Not until the Scream-
ing Eagles changed their tactics during the second week, 
did they gain a tactical advantage over the enemy. Only 
by increasing the numbers of choppers on their white 
and pink teams – going “heavy” – were they able to turn 
the tide of battle in their favor. By the end of the third 
week, the enemy was trying desperately to break contact. 
The American helicopters soon lost the main elements of 
the 2nd NVA Regiment, only able to account for a few 
stragglers. No one could figure out where the enemy had 
disappeared. But by the process of elimination, the Bri-
gade determined the enemy had to be holed up in Death 
Valley in an area called Recon Zone Alpha. Aerial recon-
naissance and infantry patrols turned up enemy em-
placements but no enemy soldiers. The 2nd NVA Regi-
ment had mysteriously disappeared. Then, running a fi-
nal aerial recon, an aero-scout white team discovered a 
large element in the open. Calling in ARA Cobras, the 
battle was joined once again. U.S. and South Vietnamese 
units were fed into the battle piecemeal, until the rem-
nants of the 2nd NVA Regiment were finally forced to 
leave the battlefield – its commanding officer and most of 
his staff among the dead. Recon Zone Alpha would never 

go down in the history books as another Hamburger Hill 
or an Ia Drang Valley. But those who survived it – from 
both sides – would never forget its deadly ferocity. When 
Operation LAMAR PLAIN ended on August 14th, the 1st 
Brigade paratroopers had killed 519 enemy soldiers, and 
captured 257 individual and 18 crew-served weapons. 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



In the Air 
Stories, history and tactics of the aviation units. 
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I was a helicopter pilot in Vietnam and was assigned for a 
good portion of my tour as support for CCN out of Quang-
Tri. Now some may shudder at the thought of flying for 
these “unique” individuals, and for unquestionably good 
cause, as they did indeed manage to get themselves into 
some extremely unenviable situations.  One must how-
ever, in retrospect, attempt to understand the extents that 
SOG went to insure that each mission flown for them 
would be memorable. 
 

Think back. For the most part missions flown for “normal” 
ground troops tended to be repetitive, boring, and unin-
spiring. We were for the most part just considered glori-
fied truck drivers and as a result logged many hours per-
forming, what at the time, seemed to be senseless mis-
sions. For hours on end, day in and day out, we would 
haul rations, water, ammo, mail, packs, VIP’s, advisors, 
and a plethora of un-identified objects on un-defined mis-
sions. Almost without qualification we landed in some 
type of “sit down” LZ, or in a developed base. This shel-
tered method of infil and exfil afforded no opportunity to 
enjoy the beauty of the countryside nor did it  
allow observation of the local inhabitants in their natural 
environment. In addition we seldom had any idea of what 
we were accomplishing, nor of what effect our efforts were 
having on the overall status of those we supported. I for 
one can recall many times that I was held until well after 
dark on “emergency” re-supply runs, only to find out that 
we were hauling ice cream or something similar. Now 
don’t misunderstand, I did not question the fact that the 
guys in the bush deserved some of the stuff we hauled, 
only the wisdom of insisting that an aircrew go into the 

Some “CCN” Stories 
From posts to the listserver. 
 

mountains in the dark after 12 or 13 hours of flying in 
order to deliver it.  On the other hand, when flying mis-
sions for CCN one became acutely aware of the impor-
tance that these silent warriors attached to our involve-
ment. Most will agree that they became aware of this 
preferential treatment within minutes of their first arri-
val at the compound in QuangTri. It was concisely  
explained that this was not your everyday ash and trash, 
and you were asked to sign a “Go to Jail” form re-
enforcing the gravity of the everyday operations per-
formed by these nonexistent personnel. I can personally 
state that from that moment on they had my undivided 
attention.  
 Now missions that were flown for CCN could be de-
scribed by many terms, all of them relating to blind fear 
and the requisite removal of a large portion  
of aircraft seat from the pilots posterior upon mission 
completion, but I feel confident that not one of us would 
ever equate any of these flights as “normal” or “boring”. 
In a clear expression of their respect for our contribu-
tions, the folks at CCN continually went to great lengths 
to ensure that missions flown for them were purposeful 
and as interesting as possible. Allow me to present just a 
couple of examples of the thought given to our enjoyment 
while supporting these guys. As mentioned earlier, 
flights for the most part involved established LZ’s. CCN 
however tried to insure that they never utilized anything 
that provided such a mundane method of extraction.  
When missions were flown for CCN it was not unusual 
that they would arrange for us to hover at 100-foot alti-
tudes while they hooked onto ropes. This was perceived 
by many to have been an expedient way to exfil teams, 
when in fact it was done solely for the aircrews and had 
nothing to do with the team’s welfare. From a stable, or 
sometimes not so stable, 100-foot hover we were able to 
fully appreciate the beauty of the surrounding country-
side, and frequently had the opportunity to not only ob-
serve, but to interact with the local inhabitants. I know 
that I always found my level of interest was extremely  
high when I was able to pick out the small strobe like 
flashes, and on occasion the large basketball sized ones, 
used by the locals to let you know that they were aware 
of your presence. In fact I always found that the more  
of these I could identify, and the length of time that the 
team gave me to search for them, was directly propor-
tional to just how much of my seat would have to be re-
moved and how much laundry my hooch maid would 
have. Don’t be confused; this type of greeting could be 
experienced during normal support missions, but never 
to the extent that it was for CCN. So, as this clearly  
demonstrates, the folks that ran CCN took that extra 

(Continued on page 9) 

Brian Bailey        Lancer 33  
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(Continued from page 8) 
step to insure that we were not bored during their mis-
sions and that they truly understood the enjoyment de-
rived by the flight crews from this type of experience.  
There were a couple of variants of this type of exfil used, 
i.e., ladders, but all of them were basically utilized for our 
enjoyment. 
 Another of my favorites was “who is in the LZ”. Though 
most of us learned over time to accept the fact that the 
area designated to pick up the team might be populated 
by folks who either looked like, or were in fact bad guys, 
the resultant radio traffic from such incidents could still 
provide a level of comic relief when the aircrew realized 
that no one in the pick up area looked anything like 
Americans. 
 Much of the above is at least partially in jest, but the sin-
gle most dominate attribute of missions for SOG was that 
we all knew that when they said go….there was a reason 
to go, and that by supporting them we were in fact con-
tributing to one of the few missions that was serious in it’s 
intent and execution. For that I still hold my memories of 
missions flown for SOG as most dear, and to this day feel 
a camaraderie with those that we supported that I have 
seldom felt for others. 
 
Brian 
Lancer 33 
 
Brian... 
 
I was a door gunner with Lancers.  I flew with AC WO2 
McAtee who always volunteered for CCN, and so did I.  I 
spent most of my brief 4 months as a door gunner in 
Quang Tri.  The missions gave me a sense of pride and 
accomplishment that has not since been equaled in my 
life.  Although I have never met up with any CCN/SOG 
guys, to my knowledge, from my CCN/SOG days since re-
turning home, I still feel the camaraderie which existed 
back then, and still does to this day.   
 
I am certainly glad that you put this in writing.  You have 
zero'd in on, pinpointed my feelings exactly.  I could say 
WELCOME HOME BRIAN but you are away from us.  
However I understand that "HOME" is as much if not 
more a place in the heart first, and where we plant our 
butts for supper second. So I say to you....."WELCOME 
HOME BRIAN, BROTHER LANCER". 
 
Thanks for the sharing of thoughts and great E mail. 
Walt Fuller 
Lancer565dg   
1970  

 
Flight, 
Welcome Terry Kaufman to the mail group. Some of you 
know him and for the others, Terry was Lancer 22 from 
Jan. 71 to Dec. 71. 
Dave M. 
I can recall a CCN mission that Terry and I were on. He 
wrote his will. I wondered who was going to read it. 
Gary W. 

 
Gary, 
I remember that mission well.  I still think of it when 
people ask me about being afraid over there. If my mem-
ory serves me, I wrote it to Jerry Johnson, F/8 scout pilot 
that I was friends with.  Our wives were best friends 
too.  Of course, in retrospect he never would have gotten 
it but I was so scared when I wrote it I didn't think of 
that.  I remember we were number three or four for the 
LZ.  We'd been trying for hours (all night) to get the sur-
vivors of the team out.  I keep remembering the whis-
pered radio calls.  The first one in crashed, the second 
one's right seat got it in the head and then we circled 
while they tried to figure out what to do next.  I just 
knew I was going to get it going in along that ridge line.  
We regrouped; they called in some more aircraft; some 
more guys got shot and then it was over.  It really gets 
fuzzy remembering everything after 30 years (the de-
tails).   
Terry K. 
 
Terry, 
 Powers (50) was the lead aircraft. Curt Smith was num-
ber two and we were number three. Powers had his right 
seat and CE wounded. They headed back to QT. Curt 

(Continued on page 10) 

Terry Kaufman 
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(Continued from page 9) 
went in next. He took a round across the back of the neck 
that did not break the skin. He just had a welt. His right 
seat, Cpt Trakill (sp), took a round that went around the 
inside of the helmet. He said it sounded like a bee. Curt’s 
CE took a round in the chest. It just missed his chicken 
plate. Curt headed back to QT. The Covey guy told us to 
go refuel. We regrouped back at QT. I think 50 and Curt 
got new aircraft and some new  crewmembers , then we 
all headed back out. 
 Just before we got back on station four aircraft from the 
101st  arrived. They had two aircraft shot down. They re-
trieved the crew from the first but, there were a couple 
kias on the second aircraft. I seem to recall that you 
wrote your will while we were watching them get shot 
up. Nothing like Christmas in May with all of those 
blinking lights on the hillside at dusk. We all went back 
to QT and picked up a large team that was inserted be-
low the extraction point. We pulled them out the next 
day. I have no knowledge as to the fate of the original 
team we were trying to extract. Do you recall the date of 
this mission? I think it was in May 71. I know I was get-
ting close to going home. I went to Cpt. Kain afterwards 
and asked him why he kept sending me on the CCN mis-
sions and if he was trying to kill me. What made this ex-
traction bad, was all the time spent circling. You had 
plenty of time to think about the reception committee. I 
don’t know why those folks  were so upset with us. All we 
wanted to do is pick up a few sneaky petes and leave. 
 What fun! 
Gary in Elvis Land 
From: "Robby Robinson"  
To: Brian  
Subject: Re: Classification of SOG missions. 
Date: Sun, 25 Feb 2001 07:18:12 -0600 
 
Brian, 
 
The majority of the SOG missions have been declassified.  
In fact, we are getting a Presidential Unit citation on the 
4th of April.  It has been long overdue. 
 
Basically, all of the C&C missions that you guys were 
involved with are declassified now.  Some of the SOG 
missions, from other projects, are still TS.  That is be-
cause they involved the delivery of agents who are still at  
risk.  Most of this was from OP-36 and parts of OP-50.  I 
think some of OP-80 is still classified but, I cannot con-
firm that.  The C&C projects were part of OP-35 and 
they are definitely declassified. 
 

Incidentally, OP-35 had the most hazardous operations 
for the US personnel and it is our record that was used 
as the basis for the Unit Citation.  I have already re-
ceived my copy of the Citation and have it framed in my 
apartment. This is really rewarding for me.  During most 
of my career, I was never allowed to discuss CCN nor 
even acknowledge the existence of MACV-SOG.   There 
have been a lot of books written about us since the de-
classification in the mid '80s. 
 
Basically, you guys are free to finally tell your stories 
without fear of prosecution.  So far, there has been a lot 
written about the ground operations but, little about the 
heroic efforts of the air crews.  I wish that you guys 
would get something in print about this.  Your story 
needs to be told.  If you read my story, "Kill Zone" and 
"Kill Zone, Epilogue", on my website, I tell how one of the 
choppers killed several NVA by landing on top of them, 
in order to extract me.  You guys were the best! 
 
Robby 
 
Dana  
I remember you very well also.  I was your right seat one 
day when we got caught in some nasty weather flying 
back to Evans from Eagle. I remember we hadn't set our 
instruments so we followed the road as seen thru the 
chin bubble. I don't think I was ever as   scared in my 
whole tour. I just kept wondering if we would miss those 
4 radio towers.  Later when I was playing operations offi-
cer , you and my best friend Tom Rodak had  your rotor 
blade shot off in an LZ. Tom said you both got from your 
bird to the chase bird without your feet ever touching the 
ground.  How's my memory?                  
     Jon "String" Bean. Short stay 1lt who went to Bn ops.  
Welcome 
 
 
Hi Jon Bean  
Your memory is very good.  I think it was Sept or Oct 
1971 that I got shot down with Tom Rodak.  We were on 
one of those CCN SOG missions into Laos.  The Air Force 
Covey plane told us to land next to the tree with a crater. 
 I looked down and all I could see was trees and craters 
so I took my pick.  We landed and the covey radioed that 
we landed by the wrong tree.  The North Vietnamese 
turned mercenaries for us had already jumped off and I 
was taking off.  We circled around and were ten feet off 
the ground when something hit the transmission (RPG) 
and we lost the rotor blades.  My first thought was I hit a 

(Continued on page 11) 



 

 

PAGE 11 LANCERS  VOLUME 3 ISSUE 1 

(Continued from page 10) 

tree.  I looked around and there were no trees with 100 
feet.  We Got out and the transmission had a crater in 
the right side.  We were in ten foot elephant grass and I 
got nervous looking at the North Vietnamese turned 
mercenaries so I had the door gunner get the M60, and I 
told him not to point it at those guys but to keep a close 
eye on them.  
The rest of the Lancer flight were providing cover for us 
including the slicks.  They had to make several passes 
before the LZ was quiet enough for them to come in.  The 
military training we go through seems to keep everyone 
fairly calm during combat, however, back at camp Evans 
after I had time to think about it I was pretty shock up.  
Best wishes  
Dana Lane  

Dana Lane 

Flight: 

Does anyone know who painted the sign on the Sel-
dom Inn?  
How bout, who named the shack the Seldom Inn? 

Andy Archer  
          Wants to Know? 

Tom Quinn                         and                 Lance Ruck 

At the Seldom Inn 



Thought this was worth a chuckle. 
 
From the Dec. 20th Publication of SFA newsletter pub-
lished by Robert Noe. Author Unknown. 
 
For all my fellow Aviators out there. 
 
To all Brothers of the Society of Infamous Glory, Klan Of 
Khen 
 
Phuh Khen (pronounced Foo Ken) 1169-???? is considered 
by some to be the most under-recognized military officer 
in history. Many have never heard of his contributions to 
modern military warfare. The mission of the this secret 
society is to bring honor to the name of Phuh Khen. 
 
A 'Khen' was a subordinate to a 'Khan' (pronounced 
Konn) in the military structure of the Mongol Hoards. 
Khan is Turkish for Leader. Most know of the great Gen-
ghis Khan, but little has been written of his chain of com-
mand. Khen is also of Turkish origin. Although there is 
not a word in English that adequately conveys the mean-
ing. Roughly translated, it means, 'One who will do the 
impossible, while appearing unprepared, and complaining 
constantly.' 
 
Phuh Khen was one of ten Khens that headed the divi-
sions, or group of hoards, as they were known, of the 
Mongol Army serving under Genghis Khan. His abilities 
came to light during the Mongol's raids on the Turkestan 
city of Turkestanis. 
 
Bohicans were fierce warriors and the city was well forti-
fied. The entire city was protected by huge walls and the 
hoards were at a standoff with the Bohicans. Bohicaroo 
was well stocked and it would be difficult to wait them 
out. Genghis Khan assembled his Khens and ordered 
each of them to develop a plan for penetrating the de-
fenses of Bohicaroo. 
 
Operation Achieve Victory (AV) was born. All 10 divisions 
of Khens submitted their plan. After reviewing AV plans 
1 thru 7 and finding them all unworkable or ridiculous, 
Genghis Khan was understandably upset. It was with 
much perspiration that Phuh Khen submitted his idea, 
which came to be known as AV 8. 
 
Upon seeing AV 8, Genghis was convinced this was the 
perfect plan and gave his immediate approval. The plan 
was beautifully simple. Phuh Khen would arm his hoards 
to the teeth, load them into catapults, and hurl them over 

 Brian Bailey  sends this one 

Humor 
The lighter side of military life. 
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the wall. The losses were expected to be high, but hey, 
hoards were cheap. Those that survived the flight would 
engage the enemy in combat. Those that did not?  Well, 
surely their flailing bodies would cause some damage. 
The plan worked and the Bohicans were defeated. 
 
From that day on, whenever the Mongol Army encoun-
tered an surmountable enemy, Genghis Khan would 
give the order, "Send some of Phuh Khen's AV 8ers". 
This is believed, though not by anyone outside our secret 
society, to be the true origin of the term Aviator (AV 
8er).  Phu Khen's AV 8ers were understandably an un-
ruly mob, not likely to be socially acceptable.  Many 
were heavy drinkers and insomniacs. But when nothing 
else would do, you could always count on an AV 8er.  A 
Phu Khen Aviator. Denied, perhaps rightfully so, his 
place in history, Phu Khen has been, none the less, im-
mortalized in prose. As the great poet Norman Lear 
never once said: 
 
"There once was a man named Phuh Khen 
Whose breakfast was whiskey and gin. 
When e'er he'd fly, 
He'd give a mighty war cry: 
Bend over, 
Here it comes again." 
 
Consider it an honor to be a Phu Khen Aviator. Wear 
the mantle proudly, but speak of it cautiously. It is not 
always popular to be one of us. You hear mystical refer-
ences, often hushed whispers, to 'those Phuh Khen Avia-
tors'. 
 
Do not let these things bother you.  As with any secret 
society, we go largely misunderstood, prohibited by our 
apathy, from explaining ourselves. You are expected to 
always live down to the reputation of the Phuh Khen 
Aviator. A reputation cultivated for centuries, 



The Huey 
All things technical about the UH-1. 
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From the Dash Ten  



The Web 
Interesting links and web page reviews. 
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page 4 of over 10 pages of hits. 
 
 Some of the commercial  pages provide a PX that 
gives some of the proceeds to the VNIS site to help 
defray upkeep costs. One of the major partners of 
VNIS is Valoans.com. I did not look at their site but 
the partnership does provide discounts to many ho-
tel/motel and auto rental companies. The discount 
codes are provided on the discounts page.  
 
 All in all the Veterans News and Information Service 
site is worth a visit to see if it has value for you. With 
all that it does provide, I’m sure everyone will find 
something of interest. 

http://www.vnis.com/ 
Webmaster: Unknown 
 
 Although highly commercial the VNIS still has a lot to 
offer. The homepage of VNIS has many links of inter-
est. The Table of Contents buttons are easy to use and 
provide access to much of the site’s features. The main 
page contains several news categories that provide cur-
rent event news in Defense, Military/Veteran and Na-
tional Headlines. One feature of these news links is 
that each opens in a new viewing window lessening the 
chance of getting lost. There is also a Support section on 
the homepage with links to a wealth of valuable infor-
mation for veterans. 
 
 Another feature that I found impressive is the search 
engine for Elected Officials, Issues & Action and the 
Guide to Media. Searches are preformed using the zip 
code you enter into the engine. While the engine clearly 
recognized my zip code as being in Texas and displaying 
the contacts of elected officials from the President down 
to our Congressman, I was disappointed that it did not 
display state and local officials even with entering the 
‘plus 4’ of my zip code. But the zip code search of the 
Guide to Media did produce a wealth of local hits in-
cluding newspapers and TV stations which in turn lead 
to finding local elected officials. 
 
 The Table of Contents buttons are located in the upper 
right corner of the page and connect to several VNIS 
specific pages and features. There is a page that allows 
you to sign up to receive a variety of newsletters of in-
terest. There are a number of pages that require you to 
join the service and allow you to keep a calendar, book-
marks and to do list. Although free, the price you pay is 
giving out your email address. So I would recommend 
using one that has some good Spam filtering, such as a 
Yahoo email account. There are other sections which 
include a forums board divided into the various service 
branches, a chat area and search function. I tried a 
search of ‘Lancer’ and got no hit, in three pages of hits, 
to our site. But the results page also provides links to 
the major search engines. I tried the search of ‘Lancer’ 
through the Google engine and found our site listed on 

Veterans News and 
Information Service (VNIS) 
By David Mussey  



Reunions and Events 
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Flight, 
 
I just returned from Ft Campbell with enough pictures to 
fill a wine bottle. The new Lancers went Above and Be-
yond in making our visit something to remember forever.  
 
Here is John with some of his new friends. The blond on 

this 
end 
is a 

Dust-off Crew chief. My, how things have changed...  
Steven Plyman 
Lancer 507 
 
 
Talked to my father last night and told him of how you 
all came to see us and got to be in the Veteran's Day Pa-
rade and he also being a Vietnam vet kind of got jealous 
of you guys. I hope you all enjoyed your weekend here 
and hope that more of the original Lancers get to show 
up for the 'Week of the Eagle' coming up this June. And 
hopefully we'll also be here to hear more of the stories 
that start with 'back when i was your age' or ' i remember 
that one time that'. I thank you all for coming.  
Tyler Vereide 
 
Guys, 
I was awestruck by this current generation of Lancer pi-
lots and crews. If, God forbid, they have to face future 
combat, I have no doubt their exploits will create a new 
group of legendary Lancers that will make us so proud 
we will associate ourselves with them as they now 
proudly associate themselves with us. 
John Donaldson 

Lancers Veteran’s Day 
Reunion at Ft. Campbell 
  

Lancer 14 
 
......we who met the "New" Lancers, this weekend, know 
that our country is in the best of hands!!!!>>>>>was 
heart-warming!!   
Steve Smith RS16 
 
 
I really enjoyed meeting all of you at Ft. Campbell, and 
was overwhelmed by both the time that the Lancers de-
voted to us and that they really were interested in meet-
ing us.  I look forward to the "Mid South" meeting when 
we can set up a time and place.  I still think that John 
should have tried to get a picture with the female cop in 
the group that came out to break up the party at Hanni-
bal's house. 
Bruce Nesmith 
 
Lancer Reunion Fort Campbell  
on Veteran's Day Weekend 
By John Donaldson Lancer 14 
 
Attending were Gary Bowman, John Donaldson, Michael 
Mooneyhan, Bruce Nesmith, Steve Plyman, Steve Smith, 
Mark White and Gary Whitty. 
 
  We arrived at the Hampton Inn throughout the after-
noon on Friday. Us old Lancers reacquainted ourselves 
with each other and especially some of the guys that had-
n't seen each other since Nam. Most of the guys are on 
the list server and it was great to associate faces with the 
names. Hannibal (Captain Hannibal Bray ... the current 
Company Commander of the Lancers) met us at the Inn 
about 6 pm and we rode in several cars to a great restau-
rant / club in Clarksville; The Blackhorse Pub and Brew-
ery where they make their own beer on the premises. Af-
ter eating we ventured to the top floor of the two upper 
levels where there are sitting areas and pool tables and 
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talked and laughed for hours. 
 
   Saturday morning we all met early in the hotel lobby 
where Hannibal met us and led the caravan downtown 
for the Veteran's Day Parade. He had arranged for a 
HUMVEE configured like a small deuce and a half to 
carry us in the parade. We loaded up and were put in 
line at nearly the very front of the parade. This was in-
credible as I understand most of the Veteran's parades 
across the country were bigger than they have ever been. 
People clapped and waved as we passed by, some with 
tears in their eyes. 
 
   After the parade Hannibal led us, just a couple of 
blocks away, to a diner for a home made hamburger. We 
joked with Hannibal the remainder of the weekend 

about, "just a couple of blocks", because that two blocks 
seemed more like five. We had a lot of fun with that and 
Hannibal took it all in stride. 
 
   After lunch we all went out to the ground breaking 
ceremony of a new Veterans Cemetery of the Kentucky 
Department of Veterans Affairs. This is one of Ken-
tucky's four new Veteran's cemeteries designed for Vet-
eran's and their survivors and is designed for a total of 
up to a million graves. Among the speakers were the 
Governor of Kentucky, acknowledging us old Lancers, 
and the General of the 101st Division, Major General 
Cody (2-star), who agreed happily to have his picture 
taken with us. I felt another reminder that I am at the 
beginning of my "senior citizenship" when I learned the 
General was commissioned a second lieutenant in 1972. 
He told us he had gotten in trouble at a funeral he was in 
charge of arranging where several helicopter crew bodies 
had been returned from Laos where they were killed in 

Lam Son 719. It was against all rules to have any avia-
tion formation fly over a funeral in Arlington, but he 
gave the go ahead for a flight of Huey's in the missing 
man formation to over fly. He knew the Lancers flew in 
Lam Son 719. I learned while at this reunion that the 
vast majority of the current helicopter combat tactics are 
drawn from the experiences of the ill-fated Operation 
Lam Son 719 of which the 101st commanded. 
   Saturday night was the big get together at Hannibal’s 
home where besides us, there were over 40 others attend-
ing, most of which were pilots and crews of the current 
Lancers. Hannibal's wife made sure there was plenty of 

food for everyone including a delicious turkey. There was 
a big cake for us old guys and an open bar plus a keg of 
beer. Hannibal much appreciated the money contribution 
from our Lancer Association to "buy a round" for every-
one. 
 
   Hannibal actually has a four-man band that played at 
the party and is the singer. They played and played until 
about 10 p.m. when two cop cars arrived and requested 
we quite down. Hannibal’s wife was very amused  
that all of us simply ignored the cops completely and 
when one of them asked Hannibal to stop the music he 
replied he would, "after we finish this song" displaying 
that the Lancer attitude has survived time. The cops left 
a little confused and I think we hurt their feelings. 
   Sunday morning Hannibal once again met us at the 
hotel and led the caravan to the airfield where the hang-
ers and a tarmac of 90 Blackhawks were basically free 
for us to roam. They had two ships in their hanger that 
we inspected by sitting in the cockpit, opening panels 
and walking  around on top checking out the rotor sys-
tem. These are very impressive aircraft. I learned for the 
first time this day that they recently changed their 
Lancer patch to match our Vietnam patch ... wow! Han-

Capt. Bray,  Sgt Rose and Sp Welch.  Rose and Welch 
would not let us drive the HUMVEE  

Gen Cody, Gary Bowman, Gary Whitty, and Steve Plyman   
photo by Mark White 
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nibal gave us all patches to take home. We all got to wear 
a new helmet with the night vision goggles and tried 
them out in a dark room ... it is a whole new experience 
than what we had in Nam. We would have gotten to the 
airfield earlier, but because of a quick turn light that 
broke up the caravan, and my somewhat deficient navi-
gation we became temporarily disoriented. Thanks to cell 
phones Hannibal came and got us. After a tour of a cou-
ple of hours we departed and half of us headed home and 
half of us stayed until Monday. 
You guys missed the event of a lifetime. These new Lanc-
ers and their families really made us feel very, very spe-
cial. They refer to the Nam Lancers as "Legends" and 
have some Nam Lancer pictures on their wall at the 
hanger. They told us that any of us are welcome anytime 
and they are looking very much forward to meeting more 
of us this June during the "Week of the Eagles" at Fort 
Campbell. I plan to be there and I hope to see many of 

you guys there also. 
A couple of memories I have of the reunion: 
- Most of the guys still had most of their hair and some of   
us were sporting a belly. 
- DAMN those new guys are YOUNG! 
- There are female pilots and crew. The Lancer pilot is an 
RLO. 
- I wanted to fly again. 
- Gary Whitty taught me how to buy a lottery ticket. 
- All of us grunt and grown when we get up from a chair. 
- There wasn't enough time for all of us to talk as much 
as I did. 
- Instead of our old designation of B Company of the 
158th Battalion, the current Lancers are B Company of 
the 5th Battalion. 
- All of the old Nam 101st Huey companies are still in the 
101st with the same names. Thanks to the patch pictures 
on the A/O map we left them, I think most of the existing 
companies may adopt the Nam patches. 
- We want them to put the dots back on the tailbooms. 

Hannibal’s band             photo by Steve Plyman 

You hate to cut a cake like this. photo by Steve Plyman 

Steve Plyman and Mike Mooneyhan try out the CE / DG seat.  clear left and clear right 
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Tyler Vereide acting tour guide on his day off. 

photo by Steve Plyman 

l. to r.  Cpt. Bray, Bruce Nesmith, Mike Mooneyhan, Mark White, Gary Bowman, Steve Smith, Steve Plyman, Gary 
Whitty and John Donaldson at the veterans cemetery ground breaking ceremony.  photo provided by Mark White 

- They liked listening to our war stories. The favorite 
one they liked to hear from me starts out, "There I was 
flying with just one rotor blade..."! 
You guys really missed a great event!!!! 
John D. 



The site for the 2002 VHCMA reunion 
is… 

Phoenix, AZ 
June 16 - 23, 2002 

We are going to be located at 
The Airport Marriot 1101 N. 44th Street 
1-602-273-7373 

Room Rates are $82.00 plus tax. You may have up to 4 
people to a room. Make your reservations early to insure 
your room. Be sure to tell them that you are with the 
VHCMA 

The following Activities are planned for Phoenix: 

Thursday.. ...Trip to a downtown museum. 
......................Golf Tourney 
.....................Trip to the Army Military Museum 
Friday……...Trip to a Ghost Town via bus 
.....................Pizza Party 
More info at http://www.blu.org/vhcma/reunion.html 
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VHPA™ 19TH NATIONAL  
ANNUAL REUNION  

Las Vegas, NV 
July 3-6 2002 

Riviera Hotel & Casino 
3 JULY  
   REGISTRATION* (before 5/1/2002)    $45.00 
   WELCOME RECEPTION                                $20.00  
4 JULY 
   VENDOR AREA* 
   LAS VEGAS SHOWS 
     - SPLASH!     $42.50 
     - AN EVENING AT LA CAGE  $22.50 
  DINNER & DANCING & FIREWORKS 
  - DANCING & SOCIALIZING - Grand Ballroom $20 
  - DINNER & DANCING - Top of the Riviera $37.50 
5 JULY 
   GOLF TOURNAMENT    $95.00  
6 JULY 
    BUSINESS MEETING  
         LADIES SOCIAL      $25 
         BANQUET & DANCE    $50 
7 JULY 
   DEPARTURE  
 
More info: http://www.vhpareunion.org/  

The 57th Annual Reunion  
101st Abn Div Association  

June 13-15 in Nashville, TN.  
 

Note: this is a date change 
 
The reunion headquarters will be at the Music City Shera-
ton Hotel in fun filled Nashville, TN.  Hotel rates are only 
$79.00, plus tax.   Registration for the reunion itself will be 
$86.00 per person and will include the following: 
Welcoming Package with name button and itinerary 
A Commemorative Reunion Coin 
A List of attendees and local information 
A ticket for the Friday Night Memorial Dinner 
A Ticket for the Saturday Night Awards Dinner and Dance 
Hospitality Room stocked with snacks, beverages, and cock-
tails 
All associated taxes and gratuities 
Transportation to and from Fort Campbell for the Week of 
the Eagles Activities will be available for a fee. 
A tour of Nashville, including the Hermitage (Home of 
President Jackson), City highlights, and Home of the Stars 
is also available. 
 
Call the Music City Sheraton at 615-885-2200 to make your 
hotel reservations. 
 
Group Airfare is available by calling Kennewick Travel at 
1-800-323-8728.  This is guaranteed to be the lowest airfare 
available! 
 
The hotel will be providing complementary transportation 
to and from the airport, as well as parking. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Media contact: James Patton, Jr. 
Tel:   (270) 439-0445 
Fax:  (270) 439-6645 
E-mail Assn101Abn@aol.com 
or 
The Reunion BRAT 
Telephone:  509-582-9304    or E-mail  BratEmail@aol.com 
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Smith, Arthur W. 22 Apr 1969 

Dorsey, James R. Jr. 26 Apr 1969 

Cox, Micheal M. 03 Sep 1969 

Hughes, Carl P. 03 Sep 1969 

Screen, Marvin E. 03 Sep 1969 

Sutton, Ben F. 03 Sep 1969 

Lyon, James M. 06 Feb 1970 

Burton, James E. 03 Mar 1970 

Hernandez, Frank S. 06 May 1970 

Kirk, Robert L. 06 May 1970 

Weiss, William C. 06 May 1970 

Worthington, Richard C. 06 May 1970 

Barry, George F. 23 May 1970 

Miller, Eugene S. 23 May 1970 

Perkins, Stephen J. 23 May 1970 

Vaught, William H. 23 May 1970 

Evanoff, Alvin L. 06 Dec 1970 

Taylor, Walter J. Jr. 06 Dec 1970 

Anderson, Charles R. 03 Mar 1971 

Sgambati, Paul A. 03 Mar 1971 

Kalani, Charles 01 Jan 1972 

Williamson, James 17 Mar 1972 

Deceased 

Died during tour 

CHARLES RICHARD ANDERSON  
 
1LT - O2 - Army - Reserve  
101st Airborne Division  
24 year old Married, Caucasian, Male  
Born on Aug 02, 1946 
From NEWARK, DELAWARE 
His tour of duty began on Sep 08, 1970 
Casualty was on Mar 03, 1971 
LAOS 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - PILOT 
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND  
Body was recovered  
Religion 
ROMAN CATHOLIC  
 
Panel 04W - - Line 18 
 
  

 PAUL ANTHONY SGAMBATI  
 
SP4 - E4 - Army - Regular  
101st Airborne Division  
20 year old Single, Caucasian, Male  
Born on Nov 11, 1950 
From GIRARD, OHIO 
His tour of duty began on Jun 23, 1970 
Casualty was on Mar 03, 1971 
LAOS 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - CREW 
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND  
Body was recovered  
Religion 
ROMAN CATHOLIC  
 
Panel 04W - - Line 20 



PTSD 
Unlocking and Opening the Viet Nam Closet Door. 
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 Post-Traumatic Stress reactions start with a 
traumatic stressor "outside the range of usual human ex-
perience and that would be markedly distressing to al-
most anyone," according to the American Psychiatric As-
sociation's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, III-R. 
Since it is almost impossible for a non-survivor or a numb 
survivor to understand or imagine what the survivor ex-
periences at the time of the trauma, and therefore to 
identify what is traumatic, the DSM III-R offered four 
categories of traumatic stressor for diagnosticians and 
therapists: (1)-threat of death or loss of physical integrity 
to the survivor (combat, rape, incest, earthquake, etc.), 
(2)-death, threat of death or loss of physical integrity to 
family or close friends (survivor does not have to be pre-
sent) (3)-sudden loss of home or community, and (4)-
seeing another person who has recently been seriously 
injured or killed. These were derived from reality: real 
nurses and body-baggers had terrible PTSD just like 
combat vets, rape and incest survivors, and people who 
lost their homes in fires or floods, or lost their kids on 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie. 

As a person is traumatized, at least for the first 
time, (Many trauma survivors have multiple traumas.) 
the sense of personal safety is shattered. Two things start 
to happen immediately. The person will strive to survive 
using three available systems: fight, flight or freeze. 
What they called the reptile brain in high school biology 
seems to take over and choose. Military training is de-
signed to get soldiers to always choose fight, but they 
wouldn't have to train us to do that if we were natural 
born killers. Culture and religion often train women to 
freeze, to take it and endure. In nature, flight is most 
common. 

Simultaneously, while survival is at stake, feel-
ings will shut down and information taken in and proc-
essed will become very focused so the person can do 
whatever it takes to survive.  

Whatever it takes! This is not a polite, well-
behaved part of us. It pisses and shits in its fear. It 
scratches and bites and goes berserk, beating people to 
death with the rifle-butt when the bullets are gone. It 
kicks and gouges. It runs out on its friends, trampling 

What are Post-Traumatic Stress 
Reactions? 

By Patience Mason 

Reprinted, with permission, from the Post-
Traumatic Gazette 

whoever gets in its way. It cowers, unable to get up or to 
fight, unable to protect those it loves. It may freeze or 
follow orders that are against all the survivor personally 
believes in. Survivors may feel shock or shame over 
what this part of them did. 

Let me emphasize something: this ability to do 
whatever it takes to survive is God-given or evolution-
given, depending on your point of view, but we all have 
it, and in traumatic enough situations, it will come out 
or we die. Extreme situations which trigger this reaction 
again and again may cause survivors to do things in or-
der to survive which can be hard to look back on later. 

This survivor part of us is not able to listen to 
"reason" either. It is going to be looking for danger from 
now on whether or not others think it is reasonable. 

Real physiological changes occur in the brains 
of survivors which make them quick to react. In order to 
live through the trauma, survivors may develop the ca-
pacity to go from fine into a killing rage in seconds. That 
helps them live. They may stop sleeping soundly. Sleep 
can get you killed. Survivors may be uncannily able to 
read the moods of those around them because the moods 
of their abusers defined their lives. They also become 
hypervigilant, searching for physical danger all around 
and all the time. Due to hypervigilance and lack of 
sleep, it is hard for them to concentrate on everyday 
things. They may do poorly in school and believe they 
are stupid when what they have is a symptom of PTSD. 
Survivors react faster and more completely to sudden 
noises. These are lifesaving skills as long as the survi-
vor is still at risk, still in combat, still living with the 
batterer or the molester, still living in the bad neighbor-
hood, the bombed city. These are reality based, effective 
survival skills. They keep you alive. 

They don't go away by themselves. 
Similarly shutting down feelings in order to do 

whatever it takes to survive, or do your job and help 
others survive, is a reality based survival skill. If you sit 
down and cry in combat you will get killed. If you keep 
screaming while Daddy hurts you, he may kill you. If 
you cry in the aid station or emergency room, you won't 
be able to save as many lives. Numbness is the answer. 
It is effective. It will help you live. It will help you keep 
others alive. 

It doesn't go away by itself either. 
Unfortunately when survivors numb fear, de-

spair and anger, all their feelings, even good ones, are 
numbed. Numbness is comfortable. Thinking about 
what they have been through is so painful survivors 
wind up avoiding thinking about, feeling, or doing any-

(Continued on page 22) 
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(Continued from page 21) 
thing that reminds them of the trauma. For example, if 
they feel the trauma was their fault they may spend the 
rest of their life having to be right so they won't ever be 
at fault again. If they were happy when the trauma hit, 
they may avoid happiness forever. If they lost those 
close to them, they may give up closeness. 

Most trauma survivors do not know anything 
about PTSD, so instead of seeking help, they will turn to 
whatever is available, self medicating to maintain 
numbness. Addictions and compulsive behaviors often 
are rooted in attempts to numb the thoughts and feel-
ings associated with trauma. Until recently, a diagnosis 
of alcoholism or drug abuse made the effects of trauma 
invisible: because he's (or she's) an alcoholic, alcoholism 
is the cause of all these problems so he (or she) can't 
have PTSD. 

"Inability to recall important aspects of the 
trauma," is another of the ways avoidance and numbing 
may work. This means the person cannot remember ex-
actly what happened. Many trauma survivors forget in 
order to survive. This is well documented in the scien-
tific literature for combat veterans, torture survivors, 
battered women, child sexual abuse survivors, natural 
disaster survivors and others, as well as in personal 
narratives. The current attack on traumatic amnesia by 
the parents of incest survivors, involving memory ex-
perts who know nothing about trauma and therapists 
who were trained back in psychiatry's denial and delu-
sion period (from Freud to 1980), will be the subject of a 
future issue. 

Survivors may also feel that no one can under-
stand what they've been through, (which is reality-
based). Another form of numbing and avoidance is that 
they may feel like they're not going to have a long life. 
This is realistic if the survivor has seen a lot of people 
killed. Survivors may also lose interest in what they 
once liked to do. What is the point? Small children are 
likely to go back to baby talk or forget their toilet train-
ing. Survivors may also feel like they have no emotions 
or be told by their loved ones that they have none. They 
may even be so numb to the damage that was done to 
them that they become perpetrators and cannot under-
stand what the fuss is all about. "What are you crying 
for? I'm pulling my punches." 

Survivors may also have learned to dissociate, 
to literally not be there, to survive. Automatically check-
ing out of stressful situations will make it hard to have 
relationships or to work in therapy. 

Numbness will make it hard for survivors to 
take care of themselves. Feelings are there to tell us 

how to do that. If you can't tell what you feel, you can't 
choose healthy behaviors for yourself. 

I've just described two of the symptom catego-
ries psychiatrists use to diagnose PTSD: hypervigilance 
and numbing. I've described them in this way because I 
think it is important for survivors, families and thera-
pists to understand that this is not some random collec-
tion of weird behaviors, but appropriate and effective 
biologically based reactions to extreme stress. They 
have a purpose: survival. These reactions develop under 
conditions that most of us cannot imagine or compre-
hend, although such conditions are common in our soci-
ety. 

A person has to have two hypervigilant symp-
toms and three numbing symptoms, not present before 
the trauma, to be diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. That means if the survivor already had PTSD 
from a previous trauma which the therapist doesn't 
know about and is already numb, the survivor may be 
misdiagnosed. 

Most trauma survivors turn out to have multi-
ple traumas, but the diagnosis of PTSD was formulated 
as if trauma was rare and only happened in isolation 
from the rest of life. 

It is normal to be affected by trauma, but not 
every one who is traumatized gets diagnosable Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. There is a great range of 
post traumatic reactions because people are different, 
have had different life experiences, and have different 
capacities and skills. Some people do okay during the 
trauma, others crack. Some people have no reaction till 
another trauma, years later. Most people will find that 
post-traumatic reactions come back when there is sub-
sequent trauma. Some people seem to alternate periods 
of extensive numbing with periods of explosive hyper-
vigilant behavior or intrusive reexperiencing (the third 
category of PTSD symptoms). If the alternation is se-
vere enough, they will never be diagnosed with PTSD 
because the symptoms won't be present at the same 
time, but their lives will be scarred by the trauma none-
theless. 

These PTSD survival skills tend to become less 
appropriate and less effective with time and can wind 
up being really crippling ineffective behaviors. For a 
healing perspective, we need to keep in mind that the 
behaviors of trauma survivors are direct evidence, some-
times the best evidence, of what they have survived, of 
their experience. Reframing the behaviors in this light 
can be an enlightening experience for the survivor, 
families, friends, and therapists. Instead of being bad 
behaviors, they become useful evidence about the na-



 

PAGE 23 LANCERS  V O L U M E  2  I S S U E  4 

ture of the trauma or traumas. 
Along with three numbing symptoms and two 

hypervigilant symptoms, survivors must also reexperi-
ence the trauma in some form. The most dramatic of 
these reexperiencing phenomena, the flashback, forced 
the recognition of PTSD by psychiatrists. 

Psychiatrists were trained to deny that trau-
matic events did affect people despite evidence from 
concentration camp survivors and World War II veter-
ans. When Vietnam veterans were having flashbacks in 
the halls of the VA hospitals, some professionals were 
able to break this denial and see real people really suf-
fering. They had to acknowledge the flashbacks, so they 
created a diagnosis centered around reexperiencing re-
actions. They tend to think of it as a wierd reexperienc-
ing disorder instead of a natural-but-now-not-so-useful 
survival skill disorder. I think a more healing perspec-
tive focuses on the effectiveness of the skills the person 
developed to survive, (hyperalertness and numbing). 
The other approach makes it easy to stigmatize survi-
vors for the very behaviors which helped them survive. 

Apparently sharing traumatic experiences is 
also necessary for human beings because people who 
can't, for whatever reason, develop reexperiencing 
symptoms. Survivors are reexperiencing when they can-
not stop thinking (or talking) about the trauma, when 
they are dreaming about it, or flashing back to the ex-
perience, feeling like it is happening again, even if they 
are drunk or on drugs. Reexperiencing also includes be-
ing upset on anniversaries of the trauma or by things 
that remind the survivor of the trauma. New wars, 
highly publicized rape, murder, battering and incest tri-
als all affect survivors. Having a physiological reaction 
to something that reminds the survivor of the trauma is 
also a form of reexperiencing. The sound of a helicopter 
overhead sends a rush of adrenaline through many vet-
erans. Someone raped in a stairwell may find herself 
sick and dizzy in any stairwell. 

A healing perspective on reexperiencing is that 
this is an appropriate and effective message from the 
survivor's inner self that he or she has been through 
something that is too much to deal with alone. We are 
human, a species that is interdependent, that forms 
families, bands, tribes, communities, and talks about 
stuff. Survivors were not meant to face this alone as if 
they were polar bears or some other solitary non-verbal 
species (although they may wish they were). Reexperi-
encing is circumstantial evidence that a person has 
been through too much to handle alone. Reexperiencing 
can also be seen as appropriate and effective because it 
sends more people to get help than anything else. 

The brain is a “better-safe-than-sorry” system. 
It would rather you get a million false alarms than be 
surprised by danger once.  Part of reexperiencing may be 
the brain going haywire, triggering full alerts in an at-
tempt to keep you safe. 

Although this is not part of the current diagnos-
tic criteria, I believe the message from the inner self can 
come as a physical symptom. Somatization (the develop-
ment of physical symptoms) has disappeared from stud-
ies about PTSD although it was the primary symptom 
in soldiers' heart, hysteria, railway hysteria, shell shock 
and combat fatigue. People who will not listen to their 
own need for healing often experience a lot of physical 
symptoms. The body is trying to tell the story that can't 
be told. In light of George Vaillant's recent findings that 
56% of WWII Harvard-educated combat vets without 
"diagnosable" PTSD were chronically ill or dead by age 
65, this looks like a field ripe for study. 

Many trauma survivors appear to reenact their 
traumas, self-mutilating, getting themselves into the 
same type of trouble over and over, or doing to others 
what was done to them. These behaviors probably serve 
the same unconscious purpose of speaking the unspeak-
able. Although such behaviors have been observed, they 
are not enumerated in the diagnosis yet, and may never 
be. That doesn't mean we can't keep them in mind in 
our search for healing. 

For a survivor to be diagnosed with PTSD, 
three numbing, two hypervigilant and one reexperienc-
ing symptom have to last a month. If you have seven-
teen numbing symptoms, one hypervigilant and are not 
reexperiencing this month you won't be diagnosed with 
PTSD, but traumatic events will be ruling your life. 

Symptoms may come on soon after the trauma 
or fifty years later. That is the post in PTSD. It is nor-
mal for symptoms to come up again in the face of fur-
ther trauma and in times of high stress. It is normal to 
be affected by trauma. 17 % of the teenagers in Detroit 
have diagnosible PTSD according to one study. Another 
study showed that 69% of the surviving spouses of po-
lice officers killed in the line of duty have diagnosible 
PTSD. 66% of Vietnam veterans exposed to high war 
zone stress have had diagnosible PTSD and 33% still do 
today. Several studies of WWII combat/pow veterans in 
the hospital for other problems have shown that at least 
50% of them have had PTSD and about 30 % still do. 

Israeli studies show that people who have been 
traumatized react faster and more deeply to each subse-
quent trauma.  

In addition, the effects of a traumatic stressor 

(Continued on page 24) 
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(Continued from page 23) 
are worse when the cause is human neglect or human 
cruelty. 

There are other post traumatic reactions which 
have not been studied including workaholism which 
might be invisible to workaholic doctors. Family system 
effects are just beginning to be studied, but many survi-
vors manage to look good at great expense to their fami-
lies. A child playing the role of family hero is not seen as 
a sign of family dysfunction, but as proof of good psycho-
social adjustment. As a community of survivors, family, 
friends, and therapists, we need to look at our experi-
ences, examining everything to see how it relates to 
trauma because what happens to people affects them. 

Denial and discounting are the skills society 
has developed to deal with trauma, as expressed in "It 
wasn't that bad," and "Aren't you over that yet?" State-
ments like these cause secondary wounding in trauma 
survivors. They reinforce the mistrust trauma evokes in 
all survivors who no longer can believe that the uni-
verse is fair and just. Secondary wounding by the medi-
cal community has been a serious problem, from the in-
cest survivor, revealing her rape by her father and being 
told by the male psychiatrist (trained to believe this), 
"You know you wanted it," to the thousands of misdiag-
nosed, mistreated Vietnam veterans of the seventies,( 
many of whom are now dead). 

It is a problem that still persists.  
In DSM IV, published this year, the APA has 

dropped the list of what is traumatic, and the all impor-
tant sentence which points out that if it would be upset-
ting to almost anyone and it isn't to this person then 
maybe that's one of the symptoms of PTSD, and added 
the peculiar phrase that the person has to have felt 
"fear horror or helplessness" at the time. 

Most trauma survivors that I know can't feel. 
The diagnostician or therapist is the one who may be 
able to call up appropriate feelings (eg. grief, rage) 
about the incident. The survivor shouldn't have to and 
probably can't without a lot of healing. What this really 
says is that if bad things happen to you and you don't 
feel the authorized feelings, they weren't bad things. This 
is neither logical nor scientific. It will create a class of 
good survivors who get diagnosis and treatment, and 
another (bad) class who due to numbing get misdiag-
nosed and mistreated, just as veterans were after Viet-
nam. If the APA really needs to list feelings, a more re-
alistic and more diagnostic set would include disbelief, 
betrayal, feeling nothing, and feeling comfortable. The 
latter two would signal to any experienced therapist 
that this person already had PTSD before this latest 

stressor. Many people have multiple stressors over the 
course of a lifetime, and have already developed PTSD 
long before they see a professional. 

The words fear horror or helplessness were 
added to the diagnosis because trauma turned out to be 
far more prevalent than the APA expected. (Yes, I am 
laughing!) The whole diagnosis of PTSD reflects the up-
per middle class idea that trauma itself is rare. It ain't! 

Rather than redefining trauma as evoking par-
ticular emotions, I'd like to see us open our eyes to the 
invisible effects of trauma. We must become aware of 
the costs to survivors, society and families of all forms of 
numbing and hyperarousal including socially acceptable 
dysfunctional behavior. By ignoring it, we often simply 
put off to the next generation the cost and effort of re-
covering from trauma, and the effects of trauma in-
crease geometrically. This is particularly true because 
something which might be mildly traumatic to a 
grownup, particlarly one who is numb, is terrifyingly 
traumatic to a small child. As Beverly James points out, 
the well known phenomena of the "good" hospitalized 
child who "misbehaves" when the parent shows up is 
actually a terrified traumatized child displaying learned 
helplessness and the freeze response who becomes brave 
enough to voice his or her terror when the parents are 
around. 

What else can't we see? 
One of the facts we need to face is that PTSD is 

an epidemic. For every incest survivor, every battered 
woman, every combat veteran, every holocaust survivor, 
every survivor of a fire, plane wreck, night club fire, 
rape, torture, mugging, hurricane, tornado, earthquake, 
every cop, nurse, firefighter, EMT, for everyone whose 
pain is not listened to and felt and accepted and healed, 
the effects of the trauma spread geometrically. Drug 
abuse, AIDS, heart disease, obesity and alcoholism are 
all related to the epidemic of PTSD through the compul-
sive behaviors people use to numb their pain and the 
inability to take care of one's self which numbing 
causes. 

If 17 % of the teenagers in Detroit had tubercu-
losis, it would be a national emergency. Because they 
have PTSD, and PTSD is not acknowledged nor well un-
derstood, no one is talking about it. But we can. 
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