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Lancers, 
 
The survey included with the newsletter could not be 
easier to fill out. The postage is already on the card.  
 
I would like to encourage everyone to at least ver-
ify your mailing address and check how you 
would like to receive the newsletter. Take another 
minute to fill out the reunion section. 
 
The Newsletter Media section originally had three 
choices: Paper copy, CD rom and Download from web 
page. The CD rom selection is on hold. I am still re-
searching this option.  
 
I would like everyone that is online to try to download 
from the web page. The cost of the newsletter is around 
$3.50 per copy. Multiply this times 150 and you can see 
the need to keep costs down. By downloading the news-
letter, you will help me keep the newsletter free to all 
Lancers. 
 
Looking forward to seeing a large group of Lancers in 
San Antonio. This will certainly be the biggest reunion 
to date for B/158th with a number of new old faces or old 
new faces in attendance. I hope you give serious consid-
eration to attending. 
 
Best regards, 
Gary                     please send in the survey form! 

Editorial 
by David Mussey and Gary Whitty 
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Flight, 
 
A Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the first 
issue of volume two of the  Lancers, Knights of the 
Round Table. This new year promises to be an exciting 
one for the Lancers. We are hoping for a large turnout at 
the reunion with the 101st Abn Association in August 
and a mini Lancer reunion with the Ruck family at Lake 
Travis the weekend before. Lanny has more info else-
where in the newsletter. Plans are under way to organ-
ize a 158th Avn. Reunion in 2002 at Ft. Carson, CO and 
our numbers keep increasing. 
 
For those that are interested in who may be attending 
the reunions, there is a listing of expected attendees in 
the Reunion section and a weekly update on the Lancer 
Website. Last year saw thirteen Lancers reunited and 
we hope to expand on that this year in Texas. 
 
As I’ve already mentioned, work is under way to have a 
reunion of the 158th Avn. for 2002. Thanks to Gary Bow-
man the first steps are under way. And contact with 
representatives of the other 158th companies has been 
made. We will need to establish how many people are 
really interested in attending this reunion before mak-
ing any commitments to establish lodging and meeting 
places. So if you feel that this is a good idea, please con-
tact me or Gary Bowman to let us get a feel for what 
numbers we may have. 
 
Our flight has now increased to 143 known Lancers. 
Yet, there is still much work to be done in finding more 
of our brothers. If any of you have any leads on where 
some of these Lancers may be, please pass it on to me 
for further investigation. 
 
Also, due to the rapidly growing Lancer numbers it is 
time to start thinking about reducing the cost of mailing 
out the newsletter. Everyone who does not have internet 
access will continue to receive the hard copy of the 
newsletter. All who are electronically connected and are 
willing to download the newsletter from the website are 
encouraged to do so. One major advantage of the elec-
tronic newsletter is that it will be in color. You can save 
the file on your hard drives for viewing at any time or 

David Gary 

simply print yourself a copy. For those that are less com-
puter able, I will draft a guide for downloading and 
printing your copy of the newsletter. Please let Gary 
Whitty know if you will use the electronic edition so he 
can adjust the number of required mailings. Thanks. 
 
Our Lancer Association Fund, as of 20 Jan. 2001, now 
stands at $531.19. Again, donations can be made pay-
able to: The Lancer Association and sent to my address. 
 
That is about it for this issue, hope to see you at the re-
union. 
 
David Lancer 653 CE 



Mail Call 
Comments from the readers. 
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Gary and Dave, 
    You two out did yourselves again with another superb 
Newsletter.  Gary,  please thank your bride Kathy, too, 
for giving you the push.  Thanks so much once again. 
 
    As far as the pictures on the front of the newsletter; 
the top snapshot, from the right, Dick Metzger, Dan 
Pegg, Andy Archer, Manuel Catzoela, Dave Strassman,  
and then I can't make out who else is there.  The lower 
picture includes Beetle Bailey on the far left. 
 
    Strassman (maybe Lancer 33 or 35 ) and I were each 
operating out of Quang Tri on logging missions to Char-
lie 2 and Alpha 4 and other local units.  Andy Archer 
was the right seat for one of us, but I don't remember 
which.  (Help us out, Andy) One of the RTO's told us 
about an NVA flag that had been reported just north 
and east of Charlie 2, so we caught up to each other and  
found the flag tied to a small bush.   
 
    We  were convinced, as was the RTO, that it was 
probably booby trapped and would cause an explosion as 
soon as anyone tried to remove it from it's perch.  So, 
Strassman and I got clearance, and then set up a gun 
run pattern (don't laugh RS 16) to try to set off the ex-
plosion.   
 
    We expended all rounds of both aircraft without hav-
ing any explosion. Actually, it was a lot of fun trying to 
hit that thing.  Finally, I realized that I was danger-
ously low of fuel and might not make it back to Quang 
Tri. Reluctantly, I came off station and barely made it to 
POL. 
 
    Strassman, in the mean time, actually brought his 
aircraft to a hover beside the flag, and either his CE or 
his Gunner detached it from the sapling.  I don't think I 

would ever have done that for fear that there might 
have been spider holes or a remote detonater nearby.  
But, as you can see, the flag was actually captured.    I 
think it had something like 130 bullet holes in it.  I like 
to think that my CE and Gunner put most of them in, of  
course. 
    It was a great trophy which hung in our Officer's 
Club until Strassman DEROS'd the same time as Tom 
Smith, George Small, and  me.   
    I am willing to bet that it hangs in Strassman's home 
somewhere in Madison,  Wisconsin.  If we ever have a 
Lancer or 158th Reunion, we will have to demand that 
Dave come and bring that trophy with him. 
    Bill Walker 17 

My name is Jon Hughes and I am looking for informa-
tion concerning my brother's service in Vietnam while 
serving as a pilot with Co. B 158 AVN. His name was 
Carl Patrick Hughes and was from Savannah Georgia. 
Records show his tour in Vietnam began May 21, 1969. 
He was killed in action on September 3, 1969. I would 
appreciate any information concerning his service in 
Vietnam, and the crash that took his life and 8 others. 
Regards,   
 
Jon H. Hughes  
3 Wigmore Circle  
Savannah, Georgia 31410 

Looking for Information 
About Carl Patrick Hughes 
from  Jon Hughes 
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In a break from tradition, Dick Cheney changed the 
ceremony offering a salute to an incoming Vice Presi-
dent. Far better, he said, to offer a salute of his own.  
 
On the eve of the inauguration, the Vice President-elect 
saluted America's veterans at George Washington Uni-
versity Smith Center here.  
 
He told the veterans his years as Defense Secretary 
were the most rewarding of his public life. 
  
"It is sometimes said that heroes are hard to find," he 
noted. "But I never heard that said around the Penta-
gon. Those who would understand the meaning of duty, 
honor and country, need look no further than the near-
est veteran of America's armed forces."  
 
The United States is a peaceful nation and its people are 
reluctant warriors, Cheney told the veterans. "We take 
up arms only to protect our country, to throw back tyr-
anny and to defend the cause of freedom, he said. At 
times the price has run high and never higher than in 
the last century with so many conflicts."  
 
After acknowledging Secretary of State-designee Colin 
Powell, Defense Secretary-designee Donald Rumsfeld, 
Defense Secretary William Cohen, and others in the 
front row, Cheney paid tribute to the nearly 100 Medal 
of Honor recipients in the audience.  
 
"When you meet one of them," he said, "remember the 
moment. For you have just met one of the bravest men 
in our nation's history." 
 
After a nearly two-hour tribute of poignant tales of hero-
ism, patriotic music and expressions of gratitude and 
pride, excitement among the several thousand veterans 
and family members ratcheted even higher when Che-
ney made a pledge to the military. Of the many duties 
the President and Vice President were about to assume, 
he said, "none is  greater than preparing the military for 
the challenges and the dangers to come. We will give 
them training that is thorough and missions that are 
clear," he vowed. "We will give them the kind of military 

Vets Receive Vice 
President's Salute  
by Linda D. Kozaryn  
American Forces Press Service  
WASHINGTON, Jan. 20, 2001 -- 

where men and women are proud to serve and proud to 
stay. We will give them the respect they have earned 
and the support they deserve." 
  
"All of this begins in less than 24 hours, when the Chief 
Justice administers the oath of office to the man I now 
present, the 43rd President of the United States, George 
W. Bush." 
 
Just for a moment, there was a hush -- as if everyone in 
the crowd was saying, 'Huh? What did he say?' Then it 
registered. They realized the President-elect was mak-
ing a surprise appearance. Carol Rascon, wife of Medal 
of Honor recipient Al Rascon, called the moment, 
"electric." Whistles, cheers, and applause burst from the 
crowd. From the stadium seats to the right and left, 
came a thundering rumble of stomping feet. Secret Ser-
vice agents cleared the way as George W. Bush entered 
stage right.  
 
"I'm certainly glad the Vice President elect invited me," 
Bush said in amusement when the hoopla subsided. "It 
does not surprise me, however, that he turned the trib-
ute that was supposed to be to him, to honor somebody 
else. That's why I picked him to be the Vice President. 
He is a decent, honorable man." 
 
Referring to the Medal of Honor recipients and other 
heroes in the audience, Bush said, "There are thousands 
of Americans who when called are willing to serve a 
cause greater than self. What an honor to be here."  
 
Acknowledging those in the front row, Bush saluted his 
newly designated national defense team. "I believe, in 
all due respect to other presidents -- one whom I happen 
to know quite well-- that I believe the national security 
team that I put together is the best in our nation's his-
tory, led by Colin Powell and Don Rumsfeld." 
  
"I look forward to hearing their opinions. I look forward 
to their advice. I look forward to doing what is right to 
make the world more peaceful." 
 
Gladly noting active duty generals in the crowd, Bush 
stressed what he sees as the armed forces' overarching 
mission -- to be prepared, trained and ready to fight and  
win wars, and therefore prevent war from happening in 
the first place.  
 
"In order to keep the peace our military must be strong, 
morale must be high," he said. Then, like Cheney, the 

(Continued on page 5) 

News 
From your fellow Lancers. 
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(Continued from page 4) 
President-elect made his pledge to the military. "We will 
make sure our soldiers are well paid and well housed," 
he vowed. "We will make sure our soldiers are well 
trained." 
 
Bush then pointed out Tony Principi, on tap to head the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, who was also sitting in 
the front row. "In order to make sure that morale is high 
with those who wear the uniform today, we must keep 
our commitment to those who wore the uniform in the 
past," Bush said. "We will make sure promises made to 
our veterans will be promises kept." 
  
"In less than 24 hours I have the highest honor and 
that's to become the Commander-in-Chief of the greatest 
nation in the world," he said. "I accept that honor with 
pride. I accept that honor with purpose. Thank you for 
having me. God bless America." 
 
Several thousand veterans and family members at-
tended the event emceed by Gerald McRaney, of televi-
sion's "Major Dad." Actress Connie Stevens, who noted 
she's entertained G.I.s for five decades, sang "God Bless 
America." 
 
Actor and former Marine Robert Conrad, former Senator 
and World War II veteran Bob Dole, and Senator and 
Vietnam veteran John McCain paid tribute to the men 
and women of the military past and present. A Holo-
caust survivor, a woman whose fiancé died in Vietnam, 
and a policeman whose life was saved by a National 
Guardsman spoke of how the American military mem-
bers touched their lives. A video tribute highlighted the 
sacrifices of those who served in the nation's wars.  
 
Veterans and family members throughout the crowd 
wiped away silent tears as Congresswoman Heather 
Wilson, an Air Force Academy graduate, paid homage to 
the POWs and those missing in action. Cheney summed 
up the remarks of all when he said that all who have 
served the military have one thing in common. "In our 
country's hour of need, they answered the call. They 
gave America the best years of their lives and they stood 
ready to give life itself." 

Flights, 
 
The new VHPA CD-ROM is now in stock.  If you would 
like one, send me a check for $20 (VHPA members only) 
or $30 for non-members and I will mail you one.  This is 
the CD that contains all of the incident reports that I 
have mailed to many of you over the years, the Army 
Goldbook information, Mike Sloniker's excellent histo-
ries with pictures, 39 helicopter pictures from VHPA 
calendars, past VHPA newsletters, Southern Cross 
newspapers supplied by Leslie Hines, callsigns, flight 
class lists, list of helicopters by unit and nearly all of the 
data the VHPA has collected over the past 15 years. 
 
Gary Roush 
43 Overbrook Road 
Painted Post, NY 14870 

For those who didn't see "Flightline: The Helicopter Pi-
lots of Vietnam," you can order a videotape as follows: 
 
$27.50 (S&H included) 
 
   National Vietnam War Museum 
   PO Box 461 
   Mineral Wells, TX 76068-0461 
 
Alternately: 
 
1-800-553-7752 
 ask for "Flight Line: The Army Helicopter Pilots of 
Vietnam" 
program # 232-000 
it's $29.95 plus $4.50 s&h 
by mail: 
SCETV marketing 
Box 11000 
Columbia, SC 29211 

Flight Line Video 

VHPA CD Rom 



 
7. This is a Yahoo product vs a Microsoft product.  
 
8. I will subscribe all current ListBot member at once, 
all you need to do is create your password for the web 
site and user profile (how you want to get emails etc) 
You will need to go to http://www.egroups.com/mygroups 
to register and create your password so you can have 
access to the web site and so you can set your individual 
options. We will send out instructions to the flight to as-
sist in the setup.  
 
This will be a very, if any, painless process for the flight.  
Dave and I believe that this change will be much better 
for the flight for all the above reasons and probably a 
few more we haven't figured out yet. So toss this idea 
around with the flight and when we get the go ahead we 
will start the process to make the change to the new list 
server.  
 
Thanks,  
Steve & Dave  

Lancer List Server Change 
From  Steve Crimm and David Mussey 
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Flight,  
 
I believe that the time has come to move to a better ser-
vice to handle our list server. I will attempt to give the 
benefits of moving our list server (ListBot) to a new ven-
dor called eGroups.  
 
In addition to all of the existing services that we have 
with the ListBot we will also get the following services 
and advancements. I will list them in no specific order. 
  
1. Increase of the size of file attachments we can add to a 
message from 100k to 1mg  
 
2. Each member can control how they receive the mes-
sages. Three options exist. Getting the message the 
same way with the ListBot, Getting all the messages for 
one day in what is called digest mode, or not to receive 
any messages at all, but still be a member. With this 
last option you can go to the list web site http://www.
egroups.com/group/Lancers_B_Co_158th_Avn_Bn and 
read and respond to the messages. This is good so when 
you go away you don't have 200+ messages waiting on 
you when you get back. Or in the case of Tim P. he could 
still be a member and view the message when he has a 
chance from any internet connection. Also it would allow 
some one to prevent their family or children from read-
ing the messages, some which are questionable in con-
tent for young children.  
 
3. We have our own list group web page with lots of ad-
ditional features that would compliment David's site. 
On-line calendar for important dates San Antonio etc. A 
place to store up to 20 mgs of files i.e. photo or news let-
ters. A place for important links, a place where we can 
conduct polls??? A chat module so we could do text chats 
although not the same as our voice chats on Friday and 
Saturday.  
 
4. A place to upload tables such as phone or address lists 
recipes  
 
5. All of it is password protected so only members have 
access. 
  
6. We can promote/advertise the site/Lancers so we can 
attract lost lancers to the list.  



Book Reviews 

gress, but likewise, is not moving fast enough to satisfy 
senior U.S. commanders that the Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam is yet capable of carrying out independent 
operations, especially against NVA regulars. During the 
previous year, the 3d Marine Division had been rede-
ployed back to Okinawa. This left the 101st Airborne 
Division and a brigade of the 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech) as the last two major ground combat formations 
to cover all of the approaches and infiltration routes 
leading into the Republic of Vietnam's two northernmost 
provinces: Quang Tri and Thua Thien. 

During the winter months of 1969-70, intelligence re-
ports begin to paint a picture that the NVA are prepar-
ing for a new offensive. Long-range reconnaissance pa-
trols confirm that supply bases and lines of communica-
tions that had been partially destroyed during the previ-
ous year were being rebuilt under the cover of the mon-
soon rains. Indications of a large logistics base in the 
northeast sector of the A Shau Valley are particularly 
strong. What course to follow? Believing that the best 
defense is an aggressive offense, the 101st Airborne Di-
vision lays plans to conduct a major preemptive attack 
to interdict the enemy's supply bases located in the 
northeast sector of the A Shau Valley. This attack, code-
named Operation CHICAGO PEAK, is scheduled to be-
gin during the dry season, thereby taking advantage not 
only of the clear weather, but before the next round of 
troop withdrawals further diminishes the amount of U.
S. combat power that can be brought to bear. 

The first gambit of the operation calls for the seizure of 
Hill 927, an old firebase renamed Ripcord and located 
less than 25 kilometers to the southwest of Camp Evans, 
the 3d Brigade's main operating base. Its purpose is to 
keep the enemy off balance and more importantly, to 
serve as an advance fire support base for the forthcom-
ing offensive. Under command of the 3d Brigade, this 
task is given to the 2d Battalion, 506th Infantry, whose 
regimental motto and war cry is "Currahee." After two 
air assaults are turned back with heavy casualties, the 
site is finally secured on 11 April 1970. However, this is 
just the beginning of the story of Ripcord. For as the 
reader will discover, the enemy has no intention to sit 
back and passively await the Screaming Eagles to make 
their next move. 

Once seized, the struggle to hold Ripcord can be summa-
rized into three phases. In the first phase (12 April-30 
June), the 101st succeeds in building Ripcord into a for-
midable bastion for defense. In addition to a battery of 
105s, a battery of 155 artillery is added, giving the fire-
base the capability to reach out to the Laotian border. 
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The Last Great Battle In Vietnam 

Ripcord: Screaming Eagles Under Siege, Vietnam 1970. 
By Keith W. Nolan, Presidio Press, Inc., Navato, CA 
2000, 413 pp., $29.95. (Member $26.95) 

Marine Corps Gazette January 2001 Pg. 68 

reviewed by MajGen O.K. Steele, USMC(Ret) 

Even when combat operations go reasonably well and 
the conditions are favorable, battle can be a difficult 
trial for the ones who must actually fight it. But when 
the operation fails to unfold as planned and the initia-
tive and tactical advantage shift to the enemy, then bat-
tle regresses to nothing more than a fiery ordeal for 
those who must stand and slug it out day after terrifying 
day. Such was the fate of the soldiers of the 3d Brigade, 
101st Airborne (Airmobile) who were ordered to hold 
Fire Support Base Ripcord, despite the mounting odds 
that were piling up against them. 

Ripcord is the story of one of the last major engagements 
between U.S. military forces in the Republic of Vietnam 
and elements of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA). 
However, readers should not be surprised if this battle is 
unknown to them. Astonishingly, it went virtually unre-
ported by the media at the time, largely because of the 
close wraps imposed by the Military Assistance Com-
mand Vietnam headquarters in Saigon, which feared 
that the heavy U.S. casualty lists might touch off a sec-
ond "Hamburger Hill" debate on the floor of the U.S. 
Senate. Thus, even 30 years after the event, this is not a 
battle that will be recalled by many, save the partici-
pants themselves and the few who may have read of it in 
an after-action report, or perhaps through the occasional 
article of a professional journal. That is to say, it was an 
unknown battle until Keith Nolan rightly decided that 
this is a story that had to be told. If for no other reason, 
as he explains, "than to fill a gap in the historical record 
and more fundament 

ally, to honor the soldiers who fought there." Military 
professionals and historians alike will be gratified that 
Mr. Nolan made that decision. 

The battle takes place on ground not unfamiliar to many 
Marine veterans of the Vietnam War-the jungle-covered 
highlands on the eastern flank of the A Shau Valley. The 
time is early April to late July 1970. U.S. troop with-
drawals are in full swing, but not moving fast enough to 
satisfy critics of the war back home. At the same time, 
President Nixon's Vietnamization program is also in pro-



Ripcord is his most recent chronicle dealing with that 
war, and it is unquestionably his best. His painstakingly 
careful research, the countless hours he has devoted to 
conducting personal interviews with the participants, all 
in the interest of accuracy, pays off handsomely. The re-
sult is some of the most credible and vivid descriptions 
of combat that I have ever read. Also from his loom come 
many sensitively woven examples of contrariety, which I 
suppose tend to be present in all battles but are often 
omitted or go unreported: tragedy and humor, fear and 
courage, cowardice and valor, disloyalty and constancy, 
success and failure. 

If there is a common hero in all of Keith Nolan's works, I 
would have to say it is the American infantryman, 
whether he be a soldier or a Marine. His genuine affec-
tion for him and admiration of him comes across loud 
and clear. Ripcord is no different in this regard; even in 
defeat, his beloved "Grunts" tend to stand above others 
and manage to depart the field with their honor intact. 

Why should this book be of interest to Marines? Aside 
from what has already been mentioned, I can think of 
several reasons. First, this was an air-ground battle, 
fought very much by an air-ground team. In addition to 
its structure, the quality and morale of the force was, 
and remained, generally high throughout the battle. 
Therefore, Marines who read this book will perhaps note 
many similarities to their own background and to outfits 
in which they have served. 

Second, I believe all commanders and prospective com-
manders, from platoon right up to division level, will 
find this book particularly thought-provoking. While the 
author himself is careful not to make any judgments or 
attempt to second guess the wisdom of a decision made 
by any of the tactical commanders, he does present the 
candid and often conflicting views he has gleaned from 
other participants. Thus, the opportunities to question 
yourself on how you might have reacted to this or that 
situation abound. 

Finally, as in all good battle accounts, there are the is-
sues of individual character, varying styles of command, 
and the personal relationships and trust that may or 
may not develop between senior and subordinate, espe-
cially under stress. The reader will find that Mr. Nolan 
reports on these in some detail, impartially, but can-
didly. 

In sum, I am pleased to have added Ripcord to my pro-
fessional library. I believe many of you will feel the 
same. 
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(Continued from page 7) 
Meanwhile, the battalion's maneuver companies are ac-
tively engaged in patrolling the jungle-covered moun-
tains surrounding Ripcord in an effort to block enemy 
infiltration routes into the area. Although contacts are 
infrequent, already-prepared tunnel complexes are 
found to be everywhere. The ensuing 23 days, however, 
turn into what can best be described as a running gun 
battle, broken only by varying degrees of intensity. 

In the next phase (1-17 July), the enemy succeeds in 
wresting the initiative away from the 101st Division. At 
least six NVA battalions encircle the firebase; Ripcord 
itself comes under a daily bombardment from unlocated 
direct and indirect fire weapons. Efforts by the maneu-
ver companies of the 2d Battalion and those from sister 
battalions, supported by intensive supporting arms fire, 
are unable to break the enemy's grip on the critical hill 
masses surrounding the firebase. 

In the third and final phase (17-23 July), the situation 
reaches a crisis. The NVA manages to bring 120mm 
mortars to bear, which begin to inflict devastating dam-
age. Moreover, in the midst of an aerial resupply of artil-
lery ammunition, the helicopter is hit by enemy fire, and 
its crash landing results in catastrophic damage to the 
105 battery and the ammunition dump. The acting divi-
sion commander is now faced with an extremely difficult 
decision. Either he commits additional forces to save 
Ripcord, or he orders its evacuation, knowing full well 
that Operation CHICAGO PEAK will not only have to be 
delayed but altered significantly. Reluctantly, he chooses 
the latter course of action. On the 23d of July, the de-
fenders of Ripcord are evacuated by a superbly well-
executed helilift, but which leaves the field in the hands 
of the enemy. The cost for defending Ripcord during its 
23-day siege: 74 killed in action and over 400 wounded 
in action. 

I first became acquainted with Keith Nolan in the sum-
mer of 1981. He was 16 years of age at the time and was 
in the process of writing his first book Battle for Hue. 
The book was published 18 months later, about the time 
he was graduating from high school. I was deeply im-
pressed by him then and have become even more so over 
the years as I have watched his research and writing 
skills steadily improve. Since that first publication, 
Keith Nolan has managed to achieve a B.A. in history 
and has gone on to write nine other combat histories 
dealing with the Vietnam War. One might even cast him 
as the Bernard Fall of the American experience in Viet-
nam. 
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Part I 
 
The first major Division-wide operation of 1969 was KEN-
TUCKY JUMPER. It saw Screaming Eagles returning to the A 
Shau Valley for the first time since their daring raid into the NVA 
stronghold in August, 1968, during Operation SOMERSET. But 
KENTUCKY JUMPER was different. It was not a mere raid, de-
signed to disrupt the resident NVA. No, KENTUCKY JUMPER 
was an invasion with “conquest” as its goal. The 101st Airborne 
Division (Airmobile) had come to make the A Shau Screaming 
Eagle country. No one had been able to tame the valley before, 
and many had tried. In late ’65 and early ’66, U.S. Army Special 
Forces has invaded the A Shau with their CIDG strikers, building 
fortified camps at A Luoi, Ta Bat, and A Shau along the valley’s 
floor. In March of 1966, the NVA sitting in the hills around the 
valley, decided they didn’t want the camps interfering with their 
livelihood anymore, and went about closing them down one by 
one. For two years, the NVA enjoyed unchallenged ownership of 
the valley, until, in May of 1968, the 1st Cavalry Division, along 
with the 101st’s 1st Brigade and the 3rd ARVN Airborne Task 
Force, struck deep into the valley, where they probed around 
through the thick vegetation for a couple of weeks before pulling 
out, patting themselves on the back for a job well done. Unfortu-
nately, the skeletons of sixty Cav helicopters left behind as a part-
ing shot at Operation DELAWARE attested to the firm resolve of 
the enemy soldiers in the valley. 
 
The NVA soon moved back in again, totally undisturbed at the 
inconvenience of having to slip across the border into Laos while 
the American cavalrymen and paratroopers spent a couple of 
weeks storming around the valley uncovering a few caches and 
blowing up some bunkers. If the lines of communication had been 
open between the opposing forces, one could almost expect the 
NVA to query, “Was it as good for you as it was for us?’ 
 
In August, the Screaming Eagles decided that it was their turn to 
get star’s billing, and “having a go at it,” as the British would say. 
Operation SOMERSET PLAIN saw the valley full of Eagles for 
seventeen days while the landlords of the A Shau once again de-
cided to take their ball and go home. The paratroopers managed to 
repeat the efforts of their cavalrymen brothers-without losing as 
many helicopters. Unfortunately, the results of SOMMERSET 
PLAIN mirrored those of Operation DELAWARE. With untouch-
able sanctuaries just a hop, skip and a jump across the border into 

Laos, it was much easier and far less punishing for the NVA to 
back off while the Americans took their frustrations out on the 
jungle and a few diehard stay behinds. They had learned in the 
past that standing toe-to-toe with the Americans was not the way 
to win a decisive victory. 
 
So KENTUCKY JUMPER was designed to end all that. The next 
167 days would see three separate operations conducted under 
KENTUCKY JUMPER. The first of these would be Operation 
MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER kicking off on March 1, 1969. 
Hampered by inclement weather from the onset, the operation 
began with engineers from the 326th Engineer Battalion going in 
to erect a string of fire bases, among them FSBs Fury and Whip, 
along the eastern edge of the A Shau. Unable to deploy the 2nd 
Brigade maneuver battalions earmarked for the invasion because 
of poor weather conditions, Charlie Company 1/502nd air as-
saulted into the abandoned FSB Veghel as a diversion as the 
weather finally cleared. Landing in the middle of a company from 
the 816th NVA Battalion waiting in ambush, they were immedi-
ately embroiled in bitter fighting that would last through the night 
and into the next day. When the smoke cleared, the O’ Duce 
troopers were left on the battlefield among the bodies of twelve 
dead NVA soldiers. The remainder of the battalion piled in on top 
of Veghel and quickly moved off in pursuit of the survivors of the 
enemy company. It wasn’t long before the paratroopers discov-
ered a mass grave with the bodies of eight more NVA soldiers 
killed in the fight with Charlie Company. For thirty-three days the 
enemy company ran, chased by the 1/502nd. On April 14th, the 
company linked up with the rest of the 816th NVA Battalion at the 
crest of Dong A Tay Ridge. All along the crest of Dong A Tay 
Ridge were deep, well built bunkers tied together by interconnect-
ing tunnels and trenches. In those bunkers 300-500 men of the 
816th NVA Battalion squatted patiently. They were no longer run-
ning. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Donald Davis, the commanding officer of the 
1/502nd, suspected the battered enemy company he has been pur-
suing has holed up on Dong A Tay Ridge. However, he had no 
idea as to what waited for him and his troopers on the high ground 
above them. On April 17th, Colonel Davis sent Alpha Company 
up the side of Dong A Tay Ridge. Expecting sniper fire and trail 
watchers, the company was met head on by an intense barrage of 
small arms, machine gun and RPG fire. In a matter of minutes 
Alpha Company’s lead platoon had taken two dozen casualties of 
which half had been killed. Dragging its dead and wounded with 
them, the survivors, retreated down the face of the mountain. 
Calling in artillery and air strikes to prep the ridgeline, Alpha 
Company was back on the attack with its platoons on line. They 
made it half way up the ridge before the NVA counterattacked 
sending them reeling back down the mountain again. 
 
Davis knew he was up against more than a single company. Send-
ing his Charlie Company to set up a blocking force on the south 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
side of the ridge, he ordered Bravo Company to maneuver around 
to the opposite side of the ridge and attack from there. It quickly 
met the same fate Alpha Company had suffered on the reverse 
slope earlier, taking ten casualties before withdrawing. Davis 
called in artillery and air strikes for two solid hours before send-
ing Alpha and Bravo companies back against the ridge in a coor-
dinated assault. Again the attackers were driven back. All three 
companies dug in around the base of the ridge as four separate 
artillery batteries pounded the ridge top the rest of the day and all 
through the night. The next morning, the enemy bunkers were still 
standing but their protective cover had been destroyed by the ar-
tillery pounding. Using 90mm recoilless rifles to knock out the 
exposed NVA bunkers, Alpha and Charlie companies attacked 
and reached the summit only to be thrown off again by another 
NVA counterattack. 
 
For two more days, the fighting continued unabated until, finally, 
U.S. fighter-bombers succeeded in dropping two dozen 1,000 
pound bombs with delayed fuses on top of the ridge. The 
“blockbusters” succeeded in collapsing the bunkers. Still a hun-
dred diehard NVA were waiting when Alpha and Bravo compa-
nies got on line and finally took the ridge. It took several hours of 
tough fighting before it was finally secured. Dong A Tay was 
some of the toughest fighting the Screaming Eagles would face 
during the Vietnam war. They found 86 enemy bodies on the 
ridge, but later discovered an enemy hospital on the south side of 
the mountain where, according to a patient list, over half the 700 
man NVA battalion had been killed. But the victory at “Bloody 
Ridge” as it soon became known had extracted a bloody price-
thirty-five Americans had been killed and over a hundred 
wounded. It was only a prelude of the tough fighting to come in 
Operation APACHE SNOW. 
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Hey Ken, 
    Great story!  I remember CPT. Lanier returning from 
a mission up near Charlie 2 with Longnecker as his right 
seat.  They happened to be flying parallel to the Z when 
one of the good ol' ARVN artillery units opened fire with 
105's toward the north.  Now we have all seen those pro-
jectiles leaving the canons, but Longnecker watched 
them pass just underneath their aircraft.   
 
Ever cool, Longnecker remarked to CPT Lanier "My 
goodness those things are coming close to us."  That's 
when Lanier did maybe his first high overhead approach 
while hyperventilating. 
 
    And, there was nothing like being 9,000 miles from 
home, fighting in someone else's war, and having the 
"allies" shoot at us from the perimeters of our friendly 
bases.  Boy, that always really pissed me off.  But, I did-
n't have the cajones of whoever it was that returned fire.  
John Donaldson, I think you might be able to shed some 
light on this memory.   
    It is what we all felt like doing.   
    Bill 
    17 
 
 
Hey 17, you just made me remember an ARVN P.O.W. 
swap I flew C & C for at the z.   
 
We could see the NVA across the river with AK's and in 
full uniform while we hovered on the south bank [the 
crew chief sure wanted to shoot one of them].   
 
They exchanged crippled P.O.W.s by boat and we hauled 
ass as soon as their guys approached the far shore, and 
sure enough the bastards opened fire on us.   
 
Paris and Kissenger might have gotten them to agree to 
a no fire, but it was violated the second they got their 
hands on their guys. The little ARVN general took down 
a red cross flag that was used at the banks of the river 
and gave it to me as a memento.  It's in a drawer some-
where at home.   
 
Ever vehicle had a red cross flag, APC's mostly. We got 
a pretty decent view of that great big flag the NVA had 
just over the bridge.  OK, how many of us ever fired a 

Some “Z” Stories 
From posts to the listserver. 
 

few shots into that sucker?   
Mike [26] 
 
 
Mike, 
 
That area brings back some fun memories, too.   
 
Like being able to low-level up to Alpha 1 and 2, pop in 
and pop back out.  Probably everybody took a shot at the 
flag. 
 
It was just west of there maybe 15 or 20 klicks that we 
actually crossed into North Vietnam one day by accident.  
It was one of those inserts, can't remember if it was CCN 
or LRRPs, but we had to put them in a little draw about 
300 meters south of the river in the Z.  The draw was 
narrow and steep so we went low level from south to 
north to the river's edge, did a quick left U-turn into the 
draw and went up the draw to the south about three 
hundred meters and dropped the team off.  Meanwhile, 
Covey, at about 5,000 feet was doing the old vector trick, 
"turn left, turn right, why are your going so slow, turn 
left, OK, it's 300 meters at 12:00 O'clock, etc, etc., etc." 
 
Anyhow, we dropped the team, and turned back to the 
north to go low-level to the river whence we planned to 
do a quick right turn and back to the south.  When we 
pulled pitch I got a lot more steam than I thought and we 
roared out over the river and actually crossed over to the 
other bank, did a mini-hammer head and back south. 
 
So, old Covey, at 5,000 feet is screaming, "WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?!!  WHERE ARE YOU GOING?!!  DON'T 
GO THAT WAY, WHAT ARE YOU DOING?!! TURN 
AROUND!! AWK, SQAWK, YAP, YAMMER, YAM-
MER!!!"  Meanwhile we are saying to ourselves, "Jeez, 
what's that shit head got in his shorts today?" 
 
But our official reply was something like, "Roger, turning 
south, we've got it under control."  I think I remember 
the CE saying something like, "Hey, man, that was really 
cool!" 
 
Tim 
Three 
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Do memories ever just kind of pop into your head, without 
warning?  Last night I awoke around 2:00 AM and for 
some reason, as my mind wandered, I recalled a mission 
from 1970.  I am not sure who I was flying with, or even 
which seat I was in.  But, like all the other memories, it 
will rattle around until I spit it out as a war story. (I must 
be obsessive or something) 
 
    Anyway, we were a single ship and had been flying re-
supply all day to outfits just over Rocket Ridge, but more 
toward FSB Sarge.  The day had been uneventful, and 
somehow, we got to eat lunch in Quang Tri and go to the 
PX.   
 
I picked up a couple of cartons of my precious Winstons 
and tucked them under my seat. 
 
    We had one last run to make to a unit a little further 
south toward O'Reilly and then we would be done for the 
day.  We were in and out without a problem, but as we 
started to climb out of the mountains, we got a call from 
an Australian advisor to the ARVN who was located not 
too far from us.  His call sign that day was "XRAY ZULU" 
and he called us somewhat sheepishly and asked in that 
Aussie accent if we had any "fags".  He had not been re-
lieved when he had been scheduled, and for some reason, 
the cigarettes he had requested had not been re-supplied.  
He had been without a "fag" for two days.   
 
    We agreed to make a single pass at high speed and 
throw out one of my cartons to him.  But, it would be one 
pass only because this was a really bad area.   
 
    I handed one of my cartons back to a pretty new door 
gunner we had and instructed him to throw it at the 
smoke on my command.  This door gunner was about 6' 5" 
tall.  I remember thinking that he was too big a target for 
such an exposed position.  He seemed kind of shy, hardly 
speaking, but obviously had nerves of steel.  I later 
learned that he had been a minor league pitcher in the 
Real World.  That day, however, I didn't have a clue about 
his arm strength. 
 
    XRAY ZULU popped a green smoke which we identi-
fied, and then we went balls to the wall at tree top level.  I 
believe that we were at about 100 KTS when I told the 
gunner to throw the carton at the smoke.  Now, this ain't 
no s***.  That carton of Winstons came flying ahead of our 

aircraft like we were sitting still.  That gunner must 
have had a hell of a fastball, because that red and white 
carton went flying end-over-end until I saw it connect 
directly between the eyes of the Aussie who was still 
holding the mike of his field radio.  It knocked him flat 
on his back, his hat flying in another direction.  The only 
response from him was a conversational "Bull's-eye" in 
that great accent, and then he dropped the mike.   We 
laughed all the way back to the  
ound Table. 
 
The door gunner took a round in the arm the following 
week, and I do not know where he ended up from there.  
But, I have always been impressed by the Aussies and 
their coolness under fire.  I guess cigarettes could be 
harmful.   
  
A few names you may remember:  Lazy W, The Crow's 
Foot, Nancy, Sally, Berchestgarten, Granite, Eden, Tun 
Tavern, Fuller, Texas, Ripcord, Maureen, Kathryn, 
Kelly, O'Reilly, Eagles Nest, Airborne, Henderson, A 
Shau, A-4, C-2, DMZ, Rock Pile, Whip, Khe Sanh, Mai 
Loc, Barnett, Coc Muen, Coca Bo, QL-9, hill 805, Ser-
geant, Lolo, Sofia.  These names were written on an old 
envelop from back then.  I think I had been back a few 
months, and after a few scotches, started listing the 
names of some of the places where we saw action.  Can 
you add any?  
    Bill     
    17 
 
Bill 
 -- was the door gunner a kid named Glover?  Rich 
Glover I think. He took the round in his pitching arm 
and had a lot of trouble I understand.  Nice quiet kid.  I 
remember the incident, we all had a great laugh that 
evening. 
 
As to locations -- Carol, Vandergrift (after the Marine 
General and later renamed Sarge after the Marines left I 
believe), Po River, Marble Mountain, and too many oth-
ers. 
 
Take care. 
 
Eddie Hester 
Lancer 30 

Sleepless 
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It was sunny and beautiful that day we departed 
It was Ft Carson, which is where we started 
 
We flew through that day and throughout the night 
Da Nang Air Base would be our next sun light 
 
Then in to a 130 all strapped to the floor 
Off to Camp Eagle, my ass is sure sore  
 
The Chinook we then rode rattled and whined 
By now our bodies were numb, but not so the mind 
 
The thought were racing for what was in store 
There was no running from this, the Viet Nam War 
 
This trip to Evans, as boys we started 
But by the Grace of God 
It was as Lancers, and men, we departed 
 
 
Bill G. 
Lancer 655, CE 

Poem by Bill Griifith 
 

Flight, 
 
If you read a book (like the one I am writing) or saw a 
movie about the Lancers (fact or fiction), what would 
you want included? 
 
I have a few more open spots to fill with action. Right 
now I am trying to work on dialog - remembering con-
versations is tough especially ones that fit the plot and 
are interesting to any reader. 
 
John Donaldson 14 
 
John, 
The book.  How about our feelings toward the western 
(were there any other?) press.  I don't remember the 
crew, but at Khe Sahn, Lam San 719, shutting down for 
fuel after a ballgame, we saw a Yo-Yo newsman ap-
proaching with the mike and case, etc, with the camera 
man following. During 2-min cool down we plotted our 

scheme, (of course we wanted to stomp their ass, bigtime, 
and maybe LBJ (Long Bin Jail) was a better choice than 
another sortie into Laos, but we decided on plan B.  Shut 
down, and as the blades coasted to a stop we all unassed 
to the port side facing the aircraft, backs to the approach-
ing shitheads, pulled out our pee pees, and as he stopped 
close with the mike introducing himself, camera rolling, 
we all turned around on key and started pissing toward 
his feet...., he backed up, we chased, pissing.  I remember 
then credulous look on his face, he 180'd and walked off.  
He still don't know how lucky he was.  Pig, please in-
clude a chapter on those bastards that traded our blood 
for headlines........    
Jerry Horne.51 
 
John 
Those "hard lefts", or even rights, always felt like the 
surge of a roller coaster in a hard, steep bank from the 
back seats. The blades whopping in surround sound ste-
reo felt like someone was beating on my helmet with a 5-
pound maul that was wrapped in a pillow. You could feel 
every beat of each blade as it made it's revolution on 
your side and feel the pounding in your chest as the 
downwash flooded over your Nomex. You could hear the 
transmission groaning under the load and feel the stress 
as the airframe stretched and strained under the g-forces 
and you were forced into the seat by the centrifugal 
forces. I even felt it in my sinuses. It was always kind of 
a rush. 
 
Gary Bowman 
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[Some information from “Operational Report of 158th Aviation Battalion for Period 1 May 
1969 Through 31 July 1969" - transcribed by John Donaldson. The following information are 
excerpts with format adjustments, visual enhancements and data removed for readability and 
pertinence.] 
 
HISTORICAL EVENTS 
 
1 May 69 - At the start of this report period, the 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) was com-
mitted to Division General Support.  Company A was placed in Direct Support of the Third 
Brigade in Support of Operation Massachusetts Striker. 
 
8-11 May 69 - Preparation and assault phase of Operation Apache Snow in the A Shau Valley, 
RVN.  Operation continued until 31 May 69. 
 
16 May 69 - The 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) was given additional requirement to furnish a 
company for Direct Support of the Second Brigade.  Company C was given this role.  Company 
A was replaced by Company B in Direct Support of the Third Brigade and assumed the mission 
of Division General Support. 
 
8 Jun 69 - The Third Brigade Operation Montgomery Rendezvous was initiated with Company B 
in Direct Support.  This operation is still in progress. 
 
19 Jun 69 - Rocket Attack on Camp Evans. 
 
4 Jul 69 - Missions for the companies were again rotated with Company C replacing Company B 
in Direct Support of the Third Brigade.  Companies A and B were placed in Division General 
Support. 
 
14 & 15 Jul 69 - Company A and Company B participated in one of the first combat assault 
type missions in the I Corps Area directed solely by ARVN Commanders and Senior Advisors. 
 
Throughout the entire time Company D, Attack Helicopters, has had the mission of supplying 
a light fire team to each Direct Support company along with CCN, FOB missions and the nor-
mal five minute standby for dustoff, escort and other emergencies. 
 
AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED AND HOURS FLOWN BY B COMPANY 
 
Company B UH-1H 
MONTH               MAY   JUNE   JULY  TOTAL 
AVG A/C ASSIGNED     17     18     20 
HOURS FLOWN        1,694  1,886  1,526  5,106 
 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT STATISTICS FOR THE 158th AVIATION BATTALION 
 
UH-1H 
   (1) Combat Assault Sorties: 20,881 
   (2) Direct Combat Support Sorties: 28,044 
   (3) Other Combat Support Sorties: 1,787 
   (4) FOB/CCN Sorties: 1,142 
   (5) Total Passengers: 74,130 
   (6) Total Tons Cargo: 2,427 

From the Archives 
By John Donaldson 
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PERSONNEL 
As of 30 July 1969, the strength of the 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) was as follows:      
(AUTH=Authorized  ASG=Assigned) 
              OFF            WO             EM            TOTAL 
UNIT       AUTH/ASG       AUTH/ASG       AUTH/ASG       AUTH/ASG 
HHC          13/15           2/4           81/96          96/115 
CO A         11/17          36/34         148/163        195/214 
CO B         11/17          36/37         148/198        195/252 
CO C         11/17          36/38         148/168        195/223 
CO D         17/15          14/20         128/150        159/185 
TOTAL        63/81         124/133        653/775        840/989 
 
BASE DEFENSE. 
The 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) has the responsibility for providing part of the Base De-
fense for Camp Evans by maning three (3) bunkers in White Sector, and nineteen (19) in 
Brown Sector.  Also the command of Brown Sector is a responsibility of the 158th Aviation 
Battalion (AH). 
 
These bunkers are maintained by personnel of 158th Avn Bn, 178th Maint. Company and the 
101st Abn Div Military Police Company.  Fifty-three (53) men are provided by the 158th Avn 
Bn and twenty-three (23) by the other units, daily for this mission. 
 
AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES BY 158TH AVIATION BATTALION (AH): 
TYPE                    MAY      JUNE      JULY     TOTAL 
5.56 TRACER             ---    30,602    21,502    52,104 
5.56 BALL             6,416     5,975     8,302    20,693 
7.62 LNK             36,800   123,100   183,553   343,453 
7.62 LNK (MINIGUN)   84,000   222,000   168,750   474,750 
.38 SPEC BALL           ---       ---     1,108     1,108 
.45 BALL                ---       162       150       312 
40 MM HE                252       856       264     1,372 
40 MM HE XM348E1      6,850       ---     6,160    13,010 
GRENADE FRAG            ---        35        32        67 
GRENADE SMK WHK          22        38        80       140 
GRENADE SMK GRN          16        48       111       175 
GRENADE YEL              18       102        82       202 
GRENADE RED              32        74       114       220 
GRENADE VIO             ---        50        91       141 
ROCKET 2.75 HE          ---        44        41        85 
(FLECHETTE) 
ROCKET 2.75 HE        2,336     5,299     3,577    11,212 
(10 LD) 
ROCKET 2.75 WP          ---       140         8       148 
ROCKET 2.75 HE          220       265       356       841 
(17 LD) 
ILLUMINATION RED STAR   ---       ---        26        26 
ILLUMINATION WHITE STAR  60       ---        95       155 
FLARE PARA AC M-24      126       492       311       929 
FLARE TRIP              122       ---        35       157 
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BASE CAMP MEDICAL STATISTICS FOR THE 158TH AVIATION BATTALION 
Common or Important Diseases: 
DISEASE           MAY   JUNE   JULY    TOTAL 
DIARRHEA           87    110     96      293 
HEAT INJURIES       2      1      0        3 
HEPATITIS           0      1      0        1 
SKIN FUNGUS        97     89     72      258 
Injuries: 
WOUNDED IN ACTION  10      9      3       22 
KILLED IN ACTION    0      0      0        0 
MISSION IN ACTION   2      0      0        2 
NON-COMBAT INJURIES 8     10      2       30 
    (SIGNIFICANT) 
NON-COMBAT KILLED   0      0      1        1 
 
AIRCRAFT FIRE REPORT   1 MAY THROUGH 31 JULY 69 
ACFT SN   TYPE COORDINATES   DATE  MSN   REMARKS 
67-17615 UH-1H  CLASSIFIED  3MAY69 FOB SA-INT-1 HIT-NO FLY 
67-17683 UH-1H  CLASSIFIED  4MAY69 FOB AW/RPG-MOD-NEG HITS 
68-15082 AH-1G  YD439022    7MAY69 CA  SA-LT-1 HIT-FLY 
67-17600 UH-1H  YD253090   10MAY69 CA  SA-LT-1 HIT-FLY 
67-17617 UH-1H  YD253090   10MAY69 CA  SA/AW-INT-2 HTS-NO FLY 
67-17616 UH-1H  YD230045   10MAY69 CA  SA/AW-INT-4 HITS-2 WHA-NO-FLY 
67-17597 UH-1H  YD230045   10MAY69 CA  AW-MOD-1 HIT-FLY 
67-17641 UH-1H  YC314989   15MAY69 LOG RPG-2 WHA-NO FLY 
67-17657 UH-1H  YD395044   18MAY69 LOG SA-LT-2 HITS-FLY 
67-17682 UH-1H  YC530931   29MAY69 LOG SA/AW-MOD-NEG HITS 
67-17646 UH-1H  YD282120   29MAY69 LOG SA/AW-LT-1 WHA-NO FLY 
68-17566 UH-1H  YC570810   31MAY69 CA  SA/INT-5 HITS-3 WHA-FLY 
67-17681 UH-1H  YC322922   31MAY69 LOG SA-LT-1 WHA 
67-17652 UH-1H  YD335003    1JUN69 LOG AW-MOD-4 HITS-1 WHA-FLY 
67-17683 UH-1H  YD610079    4JUN69 LOG AW-INT-3 HITS-1 WHA-FLY 
67-15571 UH-1H  YD364080    9JUN69 CA  SA-MOD-3 HITS-1 WHA-NO FLY 
67-17681 UH-1H  YC245945    9JUL69 LOG AW-MOD-NO HITS 
67-17605 UH-1H  YC354861   10JUL69 CA  SA-LT-1 HIT-FLY 
67-17601 UH-1H  YC348905   16JUL69 LOG SA-MOD-12 HITS-NO FLY 
68-15640 UH-1H  YC327982   16JUL69 LOG 50 CAL-LT-5 HITS-FLY 
68-15025 AH-1G  YC335975   17JUL69 ESC MORTAR-2 FRAG HITS-FLY 
67-17679 UH-1H  YC336886   18JUL69 LOG AW-INT-25+HITS-1 WHA-NO FLY 
68-15646 UH-1H  CLASSIFIED 21JUL69 FOB AW-MOD-5 HITS-2 KHA-1 WHA-NO FLY 
67-17644 UH-1H  CLASSIFIED 21JUL69 FOB AW-MOD-1 HIT-FLY 
67-17605 UH-1H  YD583278   21JUL69 LOG SA-LT-NEG HITS-FLY 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
ESC - ESCORT         SA - SMALL ARMS         AW - AUTOMATIC WEAPONS 
RPG - ROCKET PROPELLED GRENADE       
LT  - 1-10 ROUNDS    MOD - 11-25 ROUNDS     INT - 26 ROUNDS 
 
[Transcribers Note: WHA and KHA definitions unknown so far]. 
 
FOLLOWING IS THE RESULT OF TRANSCRIBERS RESEARCH COMPARING THE INFORMATION OF THE ABOVE 
AIRCRAFT FIRE REPORT WITH CASUALTY REPORT AND AIRCRAFT DAMAGE REPORT FROM THIS SAME COMPRE-
HENSIVE OPERATIONAL REPORT] 
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15 MAY 69 - Also this date, Damaged Aircraft Report shows Hostile Fire damage to UH-1H 67-
17641 was at YD312986 where the Aircraft Fire Report shows the occurance at YD314989. Also 
this date SP4 Arthur H. Jackson (B/158th) was Injured due to Non-Hostile action. 
 
29 MAY 69 - In addition to the two (2) UH-1H hits on this date in the Aircraft Fire Report, 
the Aircraft Damage Report shows an AH-1G (68-15033) as Destroyed with the location unknown 
and the cause unknown and that the aircraft was on a “Recovery/Support” mission and the two 
(2) Missing In Action were, CW2 Charles C. Pfordt and CW2 John A. Dixon both of D/158. In 
addition a UH-1H (67-17646) was destroyed on a LOG mission at Bradley. 
 
31 MAY 69 - Additional information that a UH-1H (67-17658) was damaged on a Resupply mis-
sion on Eagles Nest due to a, “Poncho Liner Blown into the tail rotor”. 
 
 9 JUN 69 - In addition the Casualty report shows that on this date there were six (6) In-
jured in Non-Hostile Action and they were, SP5 Michael L. Mooneyhan (B/158), PFC Kail L. 
Marshall (B/158), SP5 Bruce W. Dreiger (168th TC Det), 1LT Donald W. Espy (B/158), WO1 Jul-
lius G. Egrie (B/158), and SP5 Donald E. Bullock (B/158). 
 
Also on this date, two (2) individuals were shown as “WOUNDED HOSTILE ACTION” and they were 
1LT Otis R. Peeples (B/158) and PFC David R. Haglund (B/158). 
 
Also, on this date a UH-1H (67-17652) was damaged at the “2/319 ARTY PAD, EVANS” on a CA 
mission when a “GRD RADIO ANTENNA STRUCK M/R BLADE”. 
 
Also, on this date a UH-1H (68-15571) was damaged by “HOSTILE FIRE” at a location “13 NM SW 
EVANS” on a CA mission. 
 
Also, on this date a UH-1H (67-17649) was damaged at EAGLES NEST on a RESUPPLY mission and 
damage was caused by an IMPROPER APPROACH. 
 
10 JUL 69 - Additional information on this date shows a UH-1H (67-17630) was damaged on a 
CA mission “22 NM W QUANG TRI” when the “A/C SLID INTO BOMB CRATER”. 
 
Also, on this date the Damaged Aircraft Report shows a UH-1H (67-17679) was destroyed on a 
CA mission at coordinates YC336886 by HOSTILE FIRE. 
 
EXCLUSIVE OF THE ABOVE COMPARISON RESEARCH THE FOLLOWING B Company, 158th Aviation Battal-
ion Casualty Report shows that on: 
 
23 MAY 69 SP5 Willian J. Griffith was Injured Non-Hostile Action, 
16 JUN 69 PFC Guillermn Navarette was Injured Non-Hostile Action, and 
19 JUN 69 1LT Orbie Maddox was Wounded Hostile Action. 
 
[End report of some information and research results from “Operational Report of 158th 
Aviation Battalion for Period 1 May 1969 Through 31 July 1969"]. 
 
 



Three Crew chiefs met in a bar and spent the afternoon 
drinking and telling stories. Finally, as evening ap-
proached, they realized that it was time to go. So they 
signaled the bartender and told him they wanted to pay 
their tab 
 
The bartender left and returned, saying the total bar bill 
was $3.00. 
 
"Three dollars," they gasped, and one said, "Surely you 
must be wrong, it has to be more than $3.00, we've been 
here all afternoon , we must have had 10 beers apiece." 
 
"That's right" said the bartender, "thirty beers at ten 
cent's apiece, that's $3.00." 
 
The men were amazed that the beer was so cheap, but 
the bartender went on to explain, "You see," he said, "I 
won the lottery and I wanted to open a bar where flyers 
could come and drink for a reasonable price and have 
fun. So I use my lottery winnings to subsidize the cost, 
that's why drinks are so cheap." 
 
The men nodded, but one of them asked the bartender, 
"Those two guys over there, they've been here for two 
hours and they haven't had anything to drink, what's 
going on?" 
 
"Oh those guys" the bartender replied, "they're Lancer 
pilots, they're waiting for happy hour." 

 Bill Griffith sends this one 

Humor 
The lighter side of military life. 
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Army Tactics 
from a post to the list server 
  ------------- 
During an Army war game a commanding officer's jeep 
got stuck in the mud. 
 
The C.O. saw some men lounging around nearby and 
asked them to help him get unstuck. "Sorry sir," said 
one of the loafers, "but we've been classified dead and 
the umpire said we couldn't contribute in any way." 
 
The C.O. turned to his driver and said, "Go drag a cou-
ple of those dead bodies over here and throw them under 
the wheels to give us some traction." 
 

On the lighter side.......... 
 
Does anyone remember when we used to fill up with fuel 
and there was a spot on the right side about 1-2 square 
feet directly under where the tail boom and the main 
body of the Huey connected that the rotor wash did not 
hit? It was like a vacuum on the ground in just that one 
particular spot where one could relieve one's kidneys 
and it would make a nice neat puddle there.   
 
It was always funny to watch some "passenger" that was 
a "know it all" step about a couple of feet to your left and 
try to take a leak, because that one tiny area at the con-
nection between tail boom and body was the only place 
where that vacuum existed.   
 
Shannon and I would always step way far away from the 
unsuspecting passenger who did not stand in the right 
spot.  They would come away from the side of the tail 
boom soaking wet.  The ground where they were pissing 
was as dry as a bone because of the air swirling from the 
spinning blades. Then they would look at the us as if we 
were some kind of demon, not knowing how we kept 
from pissing all over ourselves.  Shannon and I had a 
laugh at many a wise guy who pissed all over them-
selves, who thought just because his rank was higher 
than ours, that he was better.  And at days end, we did-
n't look and smell like we pee'd on our uniforms.   
 
Have a great day all !!! 

 Walt Fuller sends this  

About fighter  pilots.... 
 
How do you know when your date with a fighter pilot is 
half over? He says, "enough about me, now let's talk 
about flying." 
 
What is the ideal cockpit crew? A fighter pilot and a 
dog.  The pilot is there to feed the dog, and the dog is 
there to bite the pilot if he touches anything. 
 
How many fighter pilots does it take to change a light 
bulb? Just one.  He holds the bulb, and the world re-
volves around him. 
 
How do you know if there is a fighter pilot at your 
party? He'll tell you. 



The Huey 
All things technical about the UH-1. 
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From the Dash Ten  



The Web 
Interesting links and web page reviews. 
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Listed here are some other Vietnam Aviation internet 
links of interest. All of these links and more can be 
found on the Lancer web page. 
 
158th Avn. Bn. Units 
    A 158th Avn - Ghost Riders  
        (http://www.ghostriders-online.org/) 
 
    B 158th Avn - Lancers  
         (http://members.tripod.com/dmussey/) 
 
    C 158th Avn - Phoenix ( http://www.Phoenix158.org/) 
 
    D 158th Avn - Redskins (http://www.vol.com/xagent) 
 
101st Airborne Division Assn. - This links to an out-
standing organization, all Screaming Eagles should 
check this one out. 
(http://www.screamingeagle.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
(VHCMA) - This is another outstanding organization for 
all Vietnam Helicopter Aircrew Members regardless of 
their branch of service. 
(http://www.blu.org/vhcma/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (VHPA) - A 
very large group of Vietnam flyers here. 
(http://www.vhpa.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew Network 
(VHFCN) - Lots of good stuff here. 
(http://www.vhfcn.org/) 
 
 A Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall - Very good site 
on the wall. 
(http://thewall-usa.com/) 

Sergeant Jack’s 
http://www.sergeantjacks.com/sjsite.htm 
Webmaster MSG Price 
While this site is designed for the active duty soldier, 
there is much to offer for all visitors. The site requires 
the use of ‘Frame’ display (automatic in most browsers) 
and is extremely easy to use. The left frame is the naviga-
tion bar and lists all the options as document or folder 
choices. There are over 30 menu options to choose from. 
The larger right frame is the viewing window. 
 
The site contains some excellent graphics and photos of 
military equipment and hardware. Graphic images, for 
downloading, are available from Army Posters to 
Wheeled Vehicles. If you’re looking for a good image of 
Aviator or Crewmembers wings, this is the place to find 
what you want. 
 
Interested in some classes on the M60 machine gun, first 
aid, land navigation or even how to use Winzip, check out 
the ‘classes’ section. A number of Army Training Support 
Packages (TSP) have been uploaded for use by anyone 
with a thirst for knowledge. 
 
Still active duty or in the Guard? Check out the software 
section for some programs to make life easier. Or if you 
need to organize the kids chores at home, take a look at 
the Duty Roster program. 
 
Need to set up a chest full of your old ribbons? Look 
through the ‘ribbon’ folder. While you’re there, take a 
look at the selection of ribbons that Star Fleet warriors 
can earn as they tour deep space. 
 
Want to reminisce about those trips into a hot LZ with 
the sounds of the Crew Chief and Gunner blasting away 
with the M60’s? Then check out the ‘sound files’ folder for 
a variety of military related sounds. The only disappoint-
ment here was the lack of The Army Song among the 
songs of the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps. 
 
Most of all, Sergeant Jack’s has loads of information that 
is bound to have something of interest for everyone. And 
links, links and more links to many sites of military and 
veteran interest. 

Web Reviews 
By David Mussey  

VN Aviation Links 
By David Mussey  
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Several Vietnam Map Links --Good ones for you John  
http://www.amarillo2000.com/audacia/maps.html  
http://www.vietvet.org/visit/maps/maps.htm  
Lam Son 719 written by a ARVN Colonel  
http://www.tqlcvn.org/english/hvnmc1.html  
Great photos of our old AO from a 175mm arty unit FSB 
Sarge, Rockpile etc  
http://www.amarillo2000.com/audacia/photo-index01.
html  Lots of Links  
http://www.amarillo2000.com/audacia/links.html  
http://www.americal.org/174/maps.htm  
http://www.nexus.net/~911gfx/Icorps.html  
http://www.historyinfilm.com/hamhill/map2.htm  
http://www.marzone.com/7thMarines/Mp0004.htm  
http://www.vietvet.org/visit/maps/reconmap.htm  
Steve Crim 43 

From a post to vhfcn 
http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/books/Vietnam/
Airmobility/airmobility-fm.html While surfing the net 
for helicopter videos found this interesting online 
book.  Some of you may have seen this report, but it is 
the first time I read it.  It is worth the look just to check 
out the pictures (Official military photos of the Vietnam 
Era Helicopters some bad ... some great). Also contains 
organizational charts from the era. 
 
http://lcweb.loc.gov/catalog/ This is the library of con-
gress catalog.  It lists over 500 titles for helicopter.  
Some Vietnam Era videos and home movies.   
Ken Foster 
Crusader 30 '71-'72 
C Trp 3/17th Air Cav 

Check this site out. It is about the 1-101st whose origins 
were us and the entire 158th. 
 
http://www.campbell.army.mil/5101avn/history.htm 
 
You might want to read the ARVN after action report 
about LAMSON 719. (see web address below). 
 
Don't get your bowels in a bind Lance, we know the 
truth. The report does say, "The withdrawal along 
Route 9 surely did not proceed as planned in an orderly 
and controlled manner." 
 
http://members.tripod.com/~doanket/lamso719/vsc-
lamson1.html#Contents 
 
John Donaldson 14 



Reunions and Events 
The what, where, when and who. 
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As some of you already know, we're in the planning 
stages of planning a plan for a 158th Aviation Battal-
ion reunion at Fort Carson, Colorado, tentatively 
planned for the summer of 2002 (have I used the 
word "plan" enough?). 
 
A few baby steps have been taken towards The Plan. 
I contacted the Commanding General of Fort Carson, 
Major General Edward Soriano, and asked about the 
possibility of holding a reunion at Fort Carson. To my 
surprise he didn't wad my letter up and run it 
through his shredder a few times, but forwarded it to 
CSM Howard Loomis, who is the CSM for 4th Squad-
ron, 3rd ACR, the only aviation squadron at Fort 
Carson.  
 
CSM Loomis says that he would be "proud" to help us 
in any way he can. They make their training plans a 
year in advance, so he won't know until then what 
time during the summer works best for them. But, 
we need your help, too. In order to make any "real" 
plans, we need to know how many of you are willing 
to attend such a reunion so we can know things like:  
1) if it's feasible, 2) numbers for things such as block-
ing hotel rooms, 3) a gazillion other things. 
 
Keep in mind that this would be a battalion reunion, 
and it was even suggested that the "new" Lancers be 
included. This means any and all past and present 
Lancers and their families. (Everybody in the 158th 
wanted to be a Lancer, didn't they?) 
 
I have also received a packet of stuff from the Colo-
rado Springs Chamber of Commerce on everything 
you ever wanted to know about the area. I've lived in 
Colorado for over thirty years, and have been to Colo-
rado Springs many times, but I was surprised at all 
there is there. If we know at least two months in ad-
vance we might even be able to take a tour INSIDE 
Cheyenne Mountain. This is only offered to military 
reunions. 
 
But first, let's hear from all of you. Send an affirma-
tive or a negatory to Dave or me, along with any com-
ments, ideas, suggestions, or anything thing else 

158th Aviation Battalion 
Fort Carson            2002 

about the reunion that you have to say. Also, if you 
know of any members of the 158th that don't receive 
this newsletter, tell them about it. We need as much 
input as possible at this stage of The Plan.  
 
Don't hold your tongue, speak up! 
 
Gary Bowman 
Lancer 140 CE 
4033 Delcon Court 
Loveland, Colorado 80538-2144 
ggem01@earthlink.net  

101st Reunion 2001 Update 
San Antonio, TX August 7-11, 2001 

The reunion in 2001 will be held in San Antonio, TX from 
7 - 11 August. The reunion will be held at the "Four 
Points Sheraton Hotel, San Antonio Riverwalk North". 
The registration cost will be $85.00. The hotel rooms will 
be $91.00 per evening plus tax (Double Occupancy). More 
info will follow as it is available. 

Flight,  
Lanny Ruck has invited all Lancers to his Mother-in-
law's home on Lake Travis from 4-6 Aug 2001 as a pre-
101st Association Party. The Lake is just NW of Austin, 
TX which is 60mi north of the reunion's location of San 
Antonio, TX. Lanny will try to work out a hotel rate 
nearby and would like to have some idea of a head count. 
Please return the reunion survey as soon as possible. De-
tails on the party and specific directions will be mailed 
and/or emailed to all ahead of time. It looks to be an ex-
citing event for all family members with a big dinner 
planned on the evening of the 5th. Parents, Children, 
and Grandchildren welcome!  
Hope to see many of you at the Lake,  
Dave Mussey 

Pre-101st Reunion 2001  
Lake Travis, TX August 4-6, 2001 

Ripcord Reunion 
Harrisburg, PA October 12-14, 2001 

More info to be posted when available 



We will be located at the  
Holiday Inn Downtown. 
120 West Broadway 
Louisville, Ky. 
1-502-582-2241 
Make your Reservations early to ensure that you get a 
room. Room Rates are: $72.00 + tax for up to 4 people. 
We have some good trips planned during the reunion. 
Transportation to and from the airport will be provided 
by the hotel free of charge. 

 
Do you want to host a unit reunion in conjuction with the 
VHCMA? We can help. Contact us at 1-800-842-6201  
More info at http://www.blu.org/vhcma/reunion.html  
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VHPA Reunion 
Denver Colorado July 2-7, 2001  

VHCMA Reunion 
Louisville, Kentucky June 19-24, 2001 

Reunion hotel reservations for Denver will not be accepted by 
telephone, as they have been coupled with the Reunion Registra-
tion form. Details will be available in the September/October edi-
tion of the VHPA Newsletter. The Reunion Registration form will 
be published in the November/December edition of the Newslet-
ter, with ONLINE registration activated after members have re-
ceived that edition of the Newsletter. Please DO NOT call the 
Adam's Mark Hotel or VHPA Headquarters regarding hotel reser-
vations. And, please pass this information along.  
Thanks,  
Cholly 
VHPA President 
 
JULY 2 MondayREGISTRATION 
VENDORS                       
                                          
JULY 3 Tuesday             REGISTRATION 
VENDORS 
NEW TO THE VHPA COFFEE HOUR 
0700 HRS - GOLF TOURNAMENT $$ 
0900 HRS - MOTORCYCLE RIDE $$ 
ARTISTS LUNCHEON $$ 
MINI-REUNIONS 
ALL DAY - STATIC DISPLAYS 
EARLY BIRD PARTY                   
                                          
JULY 4 Wednesday        REGISTRATION 
VENDORS 
NEW TO THE VHPA COFFEE HOUR 
LADIES COFFEE HOUR 
STATIC DISPLAYS 
0800 HRS - 5K WALK/RUN $$ 
AUTHORS LUNCHEON $$ 
MINI REUNIONS 
WELCOME RECEPTION                          
                                          
JULY 5 Thursday           REGISTRATION 
VENDORS 
NEW TO THE VHPA COFFEE HOUR 
STATIC DISPLAYS 
MINI REUNIONS 
COLORADO SPRINGS TRIP $$  
GOLDEN TRIP $$ 
TALK & ENJOY PARTY/DANCE                           
                                          
JULY 6 Friday  REGISTRATION 
VENDORS 
NEW TO THE VHPA COFFEE HOUR 

STATIC DISPLAYS 
BUSINESS MEETING (AM) 
LADIES FUNCTION $$ 
MINI-REUNIONS (PM) 
BANQUET/CLOSING DANCE $$ 
                             
JULY 7 Saturday           HOMEWARD BOUND 
More info at http://www.sibretown.net/vhpa/reunion.htm  

Survey info. from Lancer web page. 01/31/01 
 
Attending the 101st reunion.    *= Travis Lake also 
 
David B Mussey * Lancer 653 CE Yes  
Steve Crimm Lancer 43 Yes  
Paul Cole * Lancer 6 Yes  
Gary Whitty Lancer 28 Yes  
Walter White Lancer 422 Yes  
Steve Smith Redskin 16 Maybe  
Gary Bowman Lancer 140 Yes  
Tom McGee Lancer 35 Yes  
Roger Olsson Swede Maybe  
Danny Busby Lancer 684 CE Yes  
Dave Haglund * Lancer 683 CE Yes  
Randy Gilliam Lancer 653 DG Yes  
Lanny Ruck * Lancer 13 Yes  
Walt Fuller Lancer 565 Yes 
 
Attending the VHPA reunion. 
 
Gary Whitty Lancer 28 Yes  
Steve Smith Redskin 16 Yes  
Andy Archer Lancer 18 Yes 



♦ VHPA National Headquarters 
5530 Birdcage St., Suite 200 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621 
800 505-VHPA  voice 
916 966-8743 fax 
HQ@vhpa.org e-mail 

♦ Ohio River LZ Chapter 
Bob Hamilton 
7407 Sunset Lane 
Crestwood, KY 40014 
502 241-9096 
captbob757@aol.com 

♦ Great Lakes Chapter 
John Becker, President 
1337 N. Wilke Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

♦ North Carolina Chapter 
Alan Hoffman, President 
210 Harrell St. 
Greenville, NC 27858 
albarb@greenvillenc.com 

VHCMA 
Vietnam Helicopters  
Crewmembers Association 

Organizations 
To join or contact 

VHPA 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 
Association 

♦ VHCMA 
P.O. box 752592 
Memphis, TN 38175-2592 
800 842-6201  
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♦ Fort Wolters Chapter 
Charles Bogle, President 
P.O.Box 461 
Mineral Wells, TX 76068-0461 
817 735-4713 
csbogle@flash.net 
newsletter@fwcvhpa.org 

♦ VHPA of Florida 
Martin Heuer, President 
825 Seven Ave. 
Peter O. Night Airport 
Tampa, FL 33606 
813 251-6976 
www.vhpaf.org 

♦ California Chapter North 
Ken Kinne, President 
101 S. Brewer Road 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916 645-1553 
kkinne2427@aol.com 

♦ Mid America Chapter 
Gary Wineteer, President 
2800 W. North Shore Lane 
Columbia, MO 65202 
573 875-2682 
warlord@aol.com 

♦ Mid-South Chapter 
Charles Bell, President 
c/o FCC, Inc. 
5123 Virginia Way, Suite C-13 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615 371-0600 
r-rainwater@juno.com 
www.angelfire.com/tn/msvhpa 

♦ Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Walter Winters, President 
1383 Paris Circle 
Parker, CO 80314 

♦ Southern Nevada Chapter 
Lad Vaughan, President 
702 661-0387 
cavlad31@aol.com 

♦ Georgia Chapter 
Woody McFarlin Jr., President 
515 Mars Hill Road 
Powder Springs, GA 30127-4310 
770 218-1704 
the.woody@mindspring.com 

101st Abn DivAssn. 

♦ Headquarters 
P.O. Box 101 
State route 41 
Bentonville, OH 45105 
937 549-4326 voice 
937 549-2018 fax 

VHFCN-FCC 
Family Contacts Committe 

Heli-Vets 

VHFCN 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew 
Network 

♦ Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
www.vhfcn.org  

♦ Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
http://rattlers.org/heli-vets/  

♦ Helps make connections between 
family members of MIA KIA and 
helicopter veterans. 

♦ Gary Thewlis  
5755 San Juan Way 
Pleasanton, CA 94566-7736 
925 484-3578 
vhfcncontactrep@home.com 

♦ Rolling Thunder®, Inc.  
National Office 
Chapter 1, New Jersey 
Artie Muller, President 
(908) 369-5439 after 6:00 p.m. 
P.O. Box 216 
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853 

♦ Ripcord Report 
Quarterly newsletter 
Chuck Hawkins 
1407 Love Point Rd. 
Stevensville, MD 21666 
410 643-8807 
HERO_Library@msn.com 

♦ Reunion Info. 
Fred Spaulding 
7702 White Dove Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46256 
317 849-3969 

Ripcord Association 

Rolling Thunder 
MIA-POW issues 



Lancer Morning Report 
Found 
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Anderson, Donald Bellingham WA 

Anderson, Glenn J Minneapolis MN 

Anthony, James Brandenburg KY 

Archer, Andy N. Canton OH 

Archer, Bob Mountain View CA 

Ashman, Raymond Cocoa FL 

Balisok, Russell Toluca Lake CA 

Barnett, BJ Round Rock TX 

Bean, Jonathan Englewood FL 

Beaumont, Dennis E Broken Bow NE 

Bergquist, Richard La Mirada CA 

Berry, Daniel R    
Beyer, Athony Williamsport TN 

Bignotti, Robert A. 
Commerce 
Township 

MI 

Bowman, Gary Loveland CO 

Brazil, Carl A Fountain CO 

Brown, Bill Hamilton OH 

Brownell, Steve Irvine CA 

Bullock, Donald E La Fayette GA 

Bulmer, Jeffery Lincroft NJ 

Busby, Danny Decatur TX 

Bush, Daniel Bay City MI 

Camia, Dante Greensboro NC 

Carrier, Clippert Blairsville GA 

Cartier, Gerald E Thetford Center VT 

Cass, Jim Fairbanks AK 

Catzoela, Manual Houston TX 

Chandler, Jerry Fayetteville GA 

Clegg, James Orangeburg SC 

Cobb, Michael L Anniston AL 

Cole, Paul A. Shelbyville IN 

Confer, Clarence R Coudersport PA 

Crimm, Steve Rosewell GA 

Dalton, Duane H. Denver CO 

Decker, Doug Tacoma WA 

Delong, Tim Troy MI 

Dietz, Walter Houston TX 

Donaldson, John Tuscumbia AL 

Doute, Joe Lincoln Park MI 

Duclos, Dennis Durant MN 

Duesenberry, Robert Akron OH 

Durham, Charles M Greenville SC 

Easterday, Glenn Circleville OH 

Ellison, Edward V Cle Elum WA 

Eubank, Ronald A Oak Lawn IL 

Fagnan, Martin Somerset WI 

Farmer, Charles D. Cataula GA 

Fazio, Joe Pleasant Hill CA 

Felisberto, John Johnston RI 

Fisher, Robert B. Lava Hot Springs ID 

Flagg, Bruce Taegu Amer. School Korea 

Fordyce, John Lebanon PA 

Fort, Kenneth R Thief River Falls MN 

Foster, Don Reading Center NY 

Fritz, Kenneth R. Parkersburg WV 

Fuller, Walt Wickenburg AZ 

Gerke, Terry L. Vancouver WA 

Gilliam, Randy Arlington TX 

Gow, Lindsay B Anaheim CA 

Grabbon, Charles Ocoee FL 

Grassel, William Washington PA 

Griffith, Bill Summerville SC 

Guest, Donald Micaville NC 

Guindon, Larry Wyoming MI 

Haglund, David R Pevely MO 

Herold, David Charlotte NC 

Herstine, Thomas Portland OR 

Hester, Eddie Rescue CA 

Horne, Jerry Lumberton MS 

Irvine, Seldon D. “Ted” Dunedin FL 

Jacobi, Mike Kansa City KS 

Kain, Mike Bonner Springs KS 

Kenner, Reginald Bakersfield CA 

Koebnick, Robert Harker Heights TX 

Lane, Dana Portland ME 

Lanier, Dan Kula Maui HI 

Lattie, Charles F. Jesup GA 

Lee, Darrell Muskegon MI 

Loden, Frank E Spartanburg SC 

Logan, Sam Destin FL 

Maddox, Orbie Garland TX 

Maher, Mike Dubuque IA 

Marr, Glenn Gardner NV 

Martin, Daniel W Helena MT 

Martin, David Lubbock TX 

McCharen, E Lafayette LA 

McFarlin, Tommie Claremore OK 

McGee, Tom Caldwell ID 

Meyers, Stephen Bellevue WA 

Milberger, Allan Pensacola FL 

Monroe, Mike (Ben) Muncie IN 

Mooneyhan, Michael New Albany MS 

Moore, Larry Reading CA 

Morgan,Joe Huntsville AL 

Mussey, David El Paso TX 

Myers, Russell Harrison OH 

Nesmith, Bruce Daphine AL 

Nowlin, Charles F San Antonio TX 

Olsson, Roger Prescott AZ 

Parks, Gene Emmett ID 

Pasquarelli, Tim Golden CO 

Patrick, Robert Hartford AL 

Pavero, Joseph J Hurlock MD 

Peeples, Ben Charleston SC 

Pegg, Dan Jasper TN 

Phillips, Paul Elkton VA 

Plyman, Steve Justice IL 

Potteet, Bill Shell Knob MO 

Pusey, Hunter B. Parsonsburg MD 

Quinn, Thomas Long Beach CA 

Ratcliff, Jim Coppel TX 

Renken, Holger Jackson WI 

Roach, Robert Shawnee KS 

Roberts, Steve Knoxville TN 

Rogerson, William W Bethel NC 

Romer, John M. Albrightsville PA 

Rosenbaum, Paul Roseville MI 

Ruck, Lance El Paso TX 

Scarlett, John E. El Dorado Hills CA 

Shea, Dan Santa Paula CA 

Sieker, Thomas H Racine WI 

Small, George Ozark AL 

Smith, Curtis Bradenton FL 

Smith, Tom Oviedo FL 

Souza, Dennis Vancouver WA 

Staiert, Dale J Omaha NE 

Stark, Billy Rosiclare IL 

Stick, Larry A. Adamstown PA 

Strassman, David Madison WI 

Strickler, Howard Birmingham AL 

Stroud, Bob Gilbert AZ 

Thompson, Charles Waka TX 

Vandergriff, AL Boaz AL 

Walker, Bill Centerville OH 

Watson, Barry Lusby MD 

White, Mark Charleston WV 

White, Walter San Antonio TX 

Whitty, Gary Memphis TN 

Willman, Terry Phoenix AZ 

Wynn, Harold Diamond MO 

Yates, Gary Conoga Park CA 
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Smith, Arthur W. 22 Apr 1969 

Dorsey, James R. Jr. 26 Apr 1969 

Cox, Micheal M. 03 Sep 1969 

Hughes, Carl P. 03 Sep 1969 

Screen, Marvin E. 03 Sep 1969 

Sutton, Ben F. 03 Sep 1969 

Lyon, James M. 06 Feb 1970 

Burton, James E. 03 Mar 1970 

Hernandez, Frank S. 06 May 1970 

Kirk, Robert L. 06 May 1970 

Weiss, William C. 06 May 1970 

Worthington, Richard C. 06 May 1970 

Barry, George F. 23 May 1970 

Miller, Eugene S. 23 May 1970 

Perkins, Stephen J. 23 May 1970 

Vaught, William H. 23 May 1970 

Evanoff, Alvin L. 06 Dec 1970 

Taylor, Walter J. Jr. 06 Dec 1970 

Anderson, Charles R. 03 Mar 1971 

Sgambati, Paul A. 03 Mar 1971 

Kalani, Charles Jan 1972 

Deceased 
Died during tour 

The Soldier 
It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given us  

our freedom of the press.  
It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us  

our freedom of speech.  
It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has  

given us our freedom to demonstrate.  
It is the soldier, not the lawyer, who has given us  

our right to a fair trial.  
It is the soldier who salutes the flag,  

serves under the flag,  
and whose coffin is draped with the flag,  

who has given protesters the right to burn the flag.  

James Edward Burton Jr.  
Warrant Officer - W1 - Army - Reserve  

101st Airborne Division  
21 year old Married, Caucasian, Male 

Born on Aug 21, 1948 
From Colorado Springs, CO 

His tour of duty began on Jun 1. 1969 
Casualty was on Mar 3, 1970 

in Quang Tri, SOUTH VIETNAM 
Hostile, died  

Air Loss– Crashed on land 
Religion 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Panel 13W - - Line 77 

 
They arrive by the thousands with pain from the past. 
They stand there and gaze at the wall. 
They come from all over, from many miles away. 
They come here to answer the call. 
 
The names in the stone hold the souls from the past. 
Each name has its tale of death and pain. 
They're in your reflection as you stand close to the stone. 
Your past and theirs are the same. 
 
One hand on the names, the other on his eyes; 
The old tears of grief finally fall. 
He faced his painful past and said his goodbyes 
Another one is healed at the wall. 
 
A burden has been lifted from his life;  from his past. 
He faced his old friends this special day. 
He pulls from his pocket a faded photograph. 
Lays it down, turns and walks away. 
 
In those uncommon moments when no one is around, 
The ghost of the dead can be seen. 
A phantom helicopter lands in silence on the wall 
And takes a load of souls dressed in green. 
 

The Wall of Silence 
Copywrite 1995-2000 John S. Donaldson 



Name Died 

Boykin, Chester Jul 82 

Bruschi, Arthur T. Jun 82 

Bullerdick, Gary A. Feb 70 

Combs, Glenn G. Mar 73 

Curry, Neil L. Sep 72 

Dail, Emmitt L. Feb 75 

Dowling, Jackie L. Nov 97 

Dubbs, Willis E. Apr 71 

Edwards, Jerry O. May 82 

Estep, Corbett D. Nov 85 

Guadalupe, Esteban Jul 91 

Kruger, Arthur Jun 77 

McInis, George W. Oct 82 

Schnedler, Robert L. Nov 86 

Smith, David R. unk 

Sprecker, Eugene R Sep 84 

Trejo, John B. Aug 90 

Turney, Don Jul 00 

Webb, Kenneth Jun 00 

Whitford, Danny C. Jun 83 

Yancey, Doyle Sep97 
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Deceased 
Died after tour 

In Memory of Don L Turney 
 

10-21-48/07-09-00 
 

Do not take for granted 
the dawn of each new day. 

Live life to the fullest 
make new friends along the way. 

Be truthful and be faithful 
to each new friend you find. 

And you'll always be remembered 
by the ones you leave behind. 

Do not take your life for granted 
for tomorrow may not come. 
Live each day to its fullest, 
Until GOD calls you home. 

by Marilyn Turney  

From the Whitesboro News Record: 
 
Memorial services were held for Don L. Turney, 51, 
of Gordonville, at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 12, 
2000. Friends and family met at the home of Don 
and Marilyn Turney for the service at the lake, 
with a family member conducting the service. He 
died at VA Medical Center in Dallas on Sunday, 
July 9, 2000. 
 
The son of the late Homer Turney and Martha Bla-
lock Turney Braziel, he was born October 21, 1948 
in Quannah, Texas. He married Marilyn Bates De-
cember 31, 1972 in Weatherford, Texas. 
 
He was self-employed in the air conditioning and 
heating business and was a member of the Baptist 
Church. 
Survivors include his wife, Marilyn Turney of Gor-
donville; 2 sons, Ron Turney of Davidson, Okla-
homa and Sean Turney of Gordonville; 1 daughter, 
Mandy Ottmo of Bonham, Texas; mother and step-
father, Martha and Gay Braziel of Vernon, Texas; 2 
brothers, 5 sisters and 4 grandchildren. 

Lancers Randy Gilliam 
(L) and Danny Busby (R) 
presenting the Memorial 
plaque to the Turney 
family (L to R, Zachery, 
Sean, Christy, Ron, 
Mandy and Marilyn) in 
November. 
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