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Many thanks for your kind words about the first issue of 
Lancers. Some of the comments are in the Mail Call sec-
tion. Please let David and I know what you like or dis-
like about the newsletter. Your comments and sugges-
tions  will help steer the content. 
 
I appreciate also the monetary contributions that some 
of you made. This was totally unexpected. My intent is 
to make the newsletter free to all. I do not anticipate 
any problems  in doing so for this year. Beginning in 
2001 I will be asking all that are online to download the 
electronic version of the newsletter. This should hold 
down the copy and mailing costs. 
 
However, armed with the knowledge from the first issue 
and the prospect of finding all of the Lancers on the 
Looking For list, the budget could be busted. David and 
I will be working on ways to keep the newsletter free or 
very low cost. 
 
Writing an article, a book review, or sending a short 
story is the best contribution you can make at this time. 
Please see The Newsletter on the back page for details 
on the next issue. 
 
I would ask all of you to help in locating as many other 
Lancers as possible. This is another area that you can 
make a contribution. Please read the article at the end 
of the found section. 
 
Best regards, 
Gary Whitty 
Lancer 28 

Editorial 
by David Mussey and Gary Whitty 
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Hello again fellow Lancers. By now everyone has had time to 
enjoy the first issue of  “Lancers, Knights of the Roundtable” 
and here we are with issue number two already. I would like 
to take some of your time and mention a little about the Inter-
net and Lancer Homepage. Our site has grown tremendously 
since the first single page debut in August 1998. And it is 
with the help of each and everyone of you that the Homepage 
is what it is today. I urge all of you, including those without 
computers, to find a way to check the Lancer site often. I 
know that those without computers are saying to themselves, 
“what is he smoking”? But if you can find a friend to visit or 
use a work computer during a lunch break, you’ll find plenty 
of information on the site that is interesting.  This newsletter 
and the Lancer Homepage compliment each other in our ef-
forts to reach out to as many Lancers as possible. And while 
some of the information is located in both places, both media 
have their own unique qualities. 
               
Two new features of the web site, I’d like to point out, are the 
Chat Room and the Discussion Board. We hope to hear from 
more of you on a regular basis through these new additions to 
the Homepage. The Chat Room is part of the Yahoo commu-
nity of clubs of which we are listed in the veterans section. 
And our Discussion Board will contain a listing of messages 
and discussion threads for Lancers to keep in touch with one 
another without overburdening anybody’s  e-mail box.  
               
Enjoy your new issue of the newsletter and hope to see you 
all on the net. 
 
Thank you, 
David B Mussey 
Lancer 653 CE 

On the Cover 
Photo by Gary Whitty 
Formation flying over the Round Table. This photo was 
taken in the fall of 70. I do not recall how many aircraft 
were in this formation. Watching a formation flyby of 
Lancer aircraft was always pleasure. 

David Gary 



Mail Call 
Comments from the readers. 
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Just got mine in today's mail. My "Lancer" hat is off to 
David and Gary for a job well done. I also would like to 
chip in to help cover the expense in this and future news 
letters. Also for Gary and David if you can get me a copy 
of the news letter in an electronic format I will post it on 
my web server for the world to see. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Steve Crimm 
Lancer 43 
 

Great job on the News letter guys! It is apparent that 
civilian life has not eroded your work ethics nor sense of 
duty.  
 
Ted Irvine 
 

Kudos. Received mine today also. The picture enclosed 
brings back memories of a couple of the first missions 
into Laos, picking up Merc's. 
 
Dennis Souza 

A wonderful job on the newsletter!! I was thinking if we 
could list the different occupations the illustrious Lanc-
ers went to after leaving the 'nam. It might be a point of 
conversation.  
 
Allan Milberger 

Hey all, Received the newsletter today, what a great 
publication. Not only did it bring tears to my eyes as I 
laughed at some of the articles, but also some "warm" 
tears from the heart for some of the guys who never got 
a chance to be around to see it. GREAT JOB! And if 
there is anything that I may contribute, cost for stamps 
or any other funds, then please let me know, I will be 
happy to help defray some costs. 
  
As I was reading, I got to thinking of some of the other 
silly s#8t that went on during my time there.....does any 
of this ring a bell with anyone?  
 
The sign outside the club that read, "Anyone who pisses 
here, buys the house a round of beer".  
 
The beautiful picture of Raquel Welch hanging inside.  
 
Jumping off of the "mail container" onto the "cherries" 
as sort of an initiation as they watched movies.  
 
The picture theater?  
 
Zach and, I believe Bill Stark, pulling off a fight in front 
of a cherry, and Bill shooting him (a blank of course) 
with his .45, and the FNG running out of the hootch 
screaming for help. Man! Did we catch hell for that!  
 
Larry "Doc" Deitsch playing his guitar as we all sang, 
"Long Tall Texan" into a tape recorder and sending 
them back to the folks, girlfriends, etc.....back home.  
 
The little mutt named "Peace" that the "Chief" kept in 
the hootch  
 
This is just a few things that came to mind, I hope to 
remember more in the future....wife calls it "selective 
memory"........  
 
I also have some more pics....even a much better one of 
myself...ha-ha.....and some more of some of the other 
guys who were not in the flight crews, but those that 
made sure the damn things stayed up when they were 
supposed to and some of the clerical staff. I will send 
them out later.  
 
Only the very best to all...  
Bill Brown  
"Gunner"  220  69-70-71 

Dave and Gary, 
 
Received the newsletter today. Great job. Sat down and 
read the whole thing. Now, look here, guys, we all know 
that that can't be cheap. So, (and I'm sure that I speak 
for everyone else) I wish you would let us help out 
financially. I know that you've rebuked us in the past, 
but it would sure make me feel better if I could help out 
with the costs in some way. Please just consider it.  
 
Again, great job. I'm looking forward to the next issue 
and watching it 
mature. 
 
Gary Bowman 
Lancer 140 CE 



News 
From your fellow Lancers. 
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Walt Fuller  
Wife Nancy and son David 

Vietnam breaks ground on Ho Chi Minh Highway 
 
By Dean Yates 
 
HANOI, April 5 (Reuters) - Vietnamese war veterans 
gathered in central Quang Binh province on Wednesday 
to help break ground on a new north-south highway 
that will follow part of the legendary Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
witnesses said. The road, which international donors 
had hoped would remain a pipe dream because of its 
cost, will run 1,690 km (1,056 miles) from near Hanoi in 
the north to Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon.  Viet-
nam, a long, narrow country, already has a north-south 
national road called Highway One. Sections of that strip 
have been gradually upgraded, although it is still a 
bumpy ride.  The ground-breaking for the new Ho Chi 
Minh Highway at Xuan Son in Quang Binh on Wednes-
day was timed to coincide with events marking the 25th 
anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War, which falls 
on April 30. ``In many ways this road is a propaganda 
exercise, playing on the mythology of the anniversary, 
focusing on 'what we did', not 'what we are going to do in 
the future','' said one diplomat.  Phase one will run from 
near Hanoi to Kontum province, a distance of some 
1,000 km (625 miles). Construction will cost $380 million 
and last three years. It was unclear when the project 
would be finished and what the final cost would be.  
Vietnam has highlighted how the new highway would 
follow parts of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the ruling Com-
munist Party's ultimate symbol of indomitable determi-
nation.  The wartime route, named after late revolution-
ary leader Ho Chi Minh and which originated at Xuan 
Son, was built from a maze of jungle tracks and funneled 
soldiers and supplies from communist North Vietnam to 
the U.S.-backed South Vietnam.  It was a target of mas-
sive U.S. bombing during the decade-long war that 
ended with Hanoi's victory in 1975. Indeed, by linking 
the road to past heroics, the project aimed to help shore 
up the party's legitimacy at a time of mediocre economic 
prospects, the diplomat added.  Officials have said fund-
ing for the road would come from the state budget and 
foreign aid, although most donors have expressed little 
interest in getting involved. 
 
UNEXPLODED BOMBS LITTER CEREMONY SITE 
 
Local residents in Xuan Son seemed unperturbed by any 
political linkages. The project meant jobs, they told re-

New Ho Chi Minh Trail 
News article provided by Ken Web 

porters at the ground-breaking ceremony, which had 
previously been delayed because of the discovery of un-
exploded ordnance.  Soldiers have deactivated 600 land-
mines and bombs found on the 1.4 hectare (3.46 acre) 
ceremony site and on Tuesday divers were still scouring 
a nearby river for unexploded devices.  On Wednesday 
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai formally got the ground-
work under way, signalling for bulldozers to move in.  
Planners hope the road will alleviate traffic congestion 
and spur development in the some 20 provinces through 
which it passes. It is also expected to be built higher 
than 1999's highest flood levels to ensure traffic flows 
year-round.  A single-track railway links Hanoi to Ho 
Chi Minh City, but both it and Highway One frequently 
get cut during floods.  The plan for the new road was 
first raised by former premier Vo Van Kiet in 1997 but 
was criticised for its proposal to expand a largely inac-
tive compulsory labour scheme to implement it. It was 
unclear who would work on the new road.  03:20 04-05-
00 
 



During the '99 (VHPA) reunion I had the opportunity to 
browse the vender booths and I purchased "A Killing 
Shadow" by Randolph E. Crew  
 
 During my conversation with the author I said, "What 
would a Marine pilot know about Viet Nam?"   It was 
certainly a poor joke because after reading his book I 
now wish I had the opportunity to apologize.  It is quite 
evident that the author chopped through some of the 
same air that we did as he tells his story.  He was a 
Huey gunship pilot '69-'70. 
 
This is a great action adventure and Crew does an excel-
lent job of describing the sad but often very funny poli-
tics of being a pilot in a Marine aviation unit.  The lives 
of the pilots are marked by the guilt-inducing sense of 
freedom that the helicopter gives one as you fire on 
ground troops or fly away from a hot LZ.  The feelings a 
pilot goes through while "going down" or in a "fire fight" 
are woven into the story with skill as well as descrip-
tions of the less-than-mature low level fight and barn 
storming. 
 
The action takes places in very familiar places such as 
Hue, Quang Tri, Dong Ha, Khe Sanh and various points 
in Loas.  The book builds from one chapter to the next 
very well.  Crew succeeds brilliantly in creating the sus-
pense and moving action of the search for a Soviet-made 
MI-8 single rotor helicopter operating near the DMZ.  It 
certainly leaves the reader eager for more. 

The Price of Exit 
by Tom Marshall 362 pages Ivy $6.99 
Review by Bill Walker 

Book Reviews 
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Tom Marshall, a pilot for the Phoenix, Co. C, 158th  AHB, has 
written what I consider to be one of the best accounts of the 
experiences of an Army Aviator in combat in I Corp.   Tom 
served in Vietnam from August of 1970, until August of 
1971, and was with the Phoenix for nearly seven months.  The 
Price of Exit takes the reader through the experiences of the 
Ripcord assault and withdrawal (which he learned from veter-
ans of that battle), SOG, CCN,  Killer Team Missions, and 
finally Lom Son 719 where he flew as a LOCH pilot. 
  
It is most admirable that Marshall chose to present the details 
of such missions with clarity and directness.  He does not 
denigrate the stories by embellishment.  Rather, he relates the 
events simply and candidly, letting the stories of heroism and 
bravery tell themselves.   
 
While Marshall’s most enjoyable times were of being a 
LOCH pilot, his most revered memories are of the time spent 
in the 158th.  He has nothing but praise for those who served 
in this battalion, in particular the Phoenix.  He readily admits 
that after having flown for some months on “routine” Phoenix 
missions, he felt his days were numbered if he continued.  
And, while he had the utmost respect and admiration for his 
comrades in that company, he felt that the key to his survival 
was to transfer to another outfit.  
   
For those of us who were there, this book will provide a host 
of memories.  Its greatest strength is the straightforward story 
telling of the events which we experienced.  Its weakness is 
that his story telling is limited to his experiences with the 
Phoenix.  His praise of this company is certainly deserved.  
But, they were not the only company in the 158th to perform 
so admirably.  This is an understandable flaw, if it can be de-
scribed as such, because his firsthand account of the events 
adds to the validity story.  
  
I highly recommend this book, not only for veterans, but for 
those who have no frame of reference when discussing what 
we lived through.  My own daughter read it and now has a 
clearer understanding  and appreciation of what we experi-
enced. 

A Killing Shadow 
By Randolph E. Crew 369 pages Artec $23.95 
Review by Harold Wynn 

Have you read any good books?  
Please send a short review. 



tos of the STABO rigs. Again, on page 231; the photo of 
the UH1H with Lancer tailboom marking appears -- pro-
vided by Mike Sloniker. Pages 270 and 271 list SOG 
MIA and KIA. Page 282 has a group picture of 38 mem-
bers of CCN in its closing days - some of our pilots may 
recognize someone in that particular photograph. 
 
Part 6 portrays 'Hatchet Force Operations, Operation 
Tailwind' and the Raid at Son Tay. 
 
Part 7 outlines actions in defense. Page 430-434 de-
scribes the fight for Outpost Hickory and Jon Cavaiani's 
receiving the Medal of Honor. Pages 440-441 discuss 
SOG support to Lam Son 719.  
 
JL Plaster finishes the book describing some of the 
SOG's darkest programs - i.e., Long Term Agents, False 
Agents, and some 'paybacks.'  
 
Perhaps for us - the pictures give us a better under-
standing and appreciation of the men we were taking 
out or bringing back. The only objection is the fact that 
Co. B (Lancers) 158th Assault Helicopter Battalion was 
not listed in the units that provided Army Aviation sup-
port to CCN. I do not know why we were left off the list. 

Please pass my thanks along to Paul, and my apology -- 
I ran my list past a couple of aviators who helped me 
assemble it. As is true for all SOG records, there isn't a 
clear list or roster anywhere, so research is inevitably 
incomplete. Will attempt to get Paladin to add B/158th 
to the roster. Best Regards,  
JOHN PLASTER  

SOG A Photo History of the Secret Wars 
by John L. Plaster   485 pages Paladin Press $79.95 
Review by Paul A. Cole 
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Received "SOG: A Photo History of the Secret Wars," by 
John L. Plaster - 485 pages. The book is 8-1/2 x 11 - a 
very nice size for the coffee table or end table; to keep 
handy for pictorial review and memories. Photographs 
are black and white. It is as its title says, 'a history' of the 
Studies and Observation Group (SOG) - it begins with 
CIA Station Chief William Colby's covert operations from 
1959 through 1964 in Vietnam. A half a world away, a 
CIA-trained force of 2,000 Cuban exiles was landing in 
Southern Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. General Maxwell Tay-
lor's Commission concluded that CIA operations had 
grown beyond purely intelligence missions and recom-
mended switching them to military control. Thus, the 
creation of SOG in January 1964. JL Plaster moves 
chronologically with the failures of the Leaping Lena mis-
sions into Laos (ARVN) - all five teams were located by 
the enemy and only four survivors returned. He discusses 
the coastal raids conducted by SOG on the shores of 
North Vietnam using PTF Boats in August 1964. With 
the arrival of US combat troops in 1965, he moves to the 
SOG efforts to obtain intelligence about enemy activity 
beyond the borders of Vietnam into Laos and Cambodia - 
Operation Shining Brass. He then devotes some 23 pages 
to 'unfolding the mysteries' of the Ho Chi Minh Trail - 
which is excellent. 
 
Part Three is devoted to SOG's Air Arm. He begins with 
C-46, 47's, C-123's, C-130's, the use of Nationalist Chi-
nese pilots and several good pages showing the 'Skyhook' 
system. Under Special Helicopters and Special Crews - he 
sets as focus, the 'Green Hornets' 20th SOS US Air Force 
Helicopter Unit supporting CCS. Lt. Jim Fleming re-
ceived the Medal of Honor in November 1968 as an AC 
with the 20th SOS 'Green Hornets.' On page 98 there is a 
picture of a UH1H with 'Lancer' tailboom marking - pro-
vided by Mike Sloniker. On page 107 is a listing of US 
Helicopter Units that flew for SOG. Phoenix and the Red-
skins are on the list - however, Co. B, 158th Assault Heli-
copter Battalion is NOT on the listing! It was a disap-
pointment and sort of disbelief at the same time - not to 
see our unit listed. He finishes up the air section with 
FAC's, fast mover fighters, C-130 Spectre, and Covey. 
 
Parts 4 and 5 are devoted to Recon weapons, missions, 
and tactics - plenty of information and good photographs. 
Part 5 discusses getting the teams in and out. Good pho-

Front cover and inside photo. 



Iwo Jima Monument 
posted to the VHFCN list server by Mike Sloniker 

On The Ground 
Stories, history and tactics of the ground troops. 
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It is my ilk to do weird stuff, constantly.   In that regard, 
today, I took the note below, and read it while walking 
around the bottom of the Iwo Jima monument near Ross-
lyn.  I will NEVER view that monument the same ever 
again.   Sloniker 
 
55th Anniversary Remarks at the Marine Corps Memorial 
Arlington, VA 
 
 20 February 2000 
 
 [Introduction by Iwo Jima veteran Major General Fred 
Haynes, U.S. Marine Corps (Retired). 
 
General Haynes: "John Bradley is the second man from the 
right, the Pharmacist Mate, the only Navy man in this 
magnificent statue which represents everything that all of 
us here, our children, our grandchildren stand for. We have 
with us today his fourth child, third son, James Bradley, 
who will talk to us a little about what this represents. I pre-
sent James Bradley."] 
 
 (Bradley rises from his seat and strides across the wet 
grass to the podium. Silently he turns away to gaze at his 
father's enormous bronze likeness. He turns back to the au-
dience and begins.) 
 
"So there's my dad in the tallest bronze monument in the 
world, but that's about all we knew growing up.  He would-
n't talk about Iwo Jima; he would always change the sub-
ject. After he died, I phoned my mother and asked her to 
tell me everything that dad ever told her about Iwo Jima.  
She said, 'That won't take long, because he only talked 
about it once - on our first date.  For seven or eight disinter-
ested minutes and then never again in a 47 year marriage 
did he say the words, Iwo Jima.' 
 
"After his funeral, we were in for some surprises. My broth-
ers and my mother were searching for his will in his office. 
They opened a closet door. In that closet were two large 
brown boxes. We were surprised that in those boxes he had 
secretly saved memories of 50 years of being a flag raiser. 
Then the next day we were in for another surprise. My fa-
ther's Captain on Iwo Jima phoned my mother and asked 
her if she knew that my father had been awarded the Navy 
Cross for valor two days before the flag raising. She said no. 
My father had kept his heroism a secret from his wife, from 
his family, and his community for half a century. 
 
"I burned with curiosity and went on a quest. I phoned 

mayor's offices and sheriff's departments all across the coun-
try, looking for the relatives of these six guys. I interviewed 
hundreds of you Iwo Jima veterans and I learned a lot. 
 
"I learned how young you were. My dad is not the guy put-
ting the pole in the ground; he's the next guy up. But behind 
him, obscured by him, on the other side, is Rene Gagnon. 
Rene Gagnon, at that moment, had a photo of his girlfriend 
in his helmet. He needed the protection because he was 
scared. He was 17 years old. 
 
"Ira Hayes, the last man on the statue whose hands cannot 
reach the pole. Proud of being with you Marines, he wrote 
home from the boat taking him to Iwo Jima:  'These boys I'm 
with are all good men. I would not take 1000 dollars to be 
separated from them.' 
 
"I learned how eager you boys were to serve. Harlon Block, 
at the base of that pole, enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps with all of the senior members of his high school 
football team. 
 
"I learned how determined you were on Iwo Jima. My dad 
wrote a letter home three days after the flag raising. He 
wrote, 'I didn't know I could go without food, without water, 
or sleep for three days, but now I know it can be done.' 
 
"I learned about leaders. Ira Hayes is the last guy up there. 
The next guy you're looking at is Franklin Sousley. Behind 
Franklin, obscured by Franklin, is my hero - Mike Strank. 
Where is Mike's right hand? Mike's right hand is not on the 
pole. Mike is behind his boys. He's the Sergeant. He's the 
Marine leader and his right hand is gripping the right arm 
of Franklin Sousley, a young boy. Mike is helping Franklin 
lift a heavy pole; a Marine leader caring for his boys. Three 
weeks before Iwo Jima, his Captain said that he wanted to 
promote Mike Strank. Mike turned it down on the spot say-
ing, 'I promised my boys I'd be there with them.' 
 
"And I learned about the heartbreak that you went through. 
Franklin Sousley, the second figure in. Franklin was father-
less at the age of nine.  He was dead on Iwo Jima at the age 
of nineteen. His aunt told me that when the telegram ar-
rived at the General Store in Hilltop, Kentucky a young, 
barefoot boy ran that telegram up to his mother's farm. The 
story is that the neighbors could hear his mother scream all 
night and into the morning. The neighbors lived a quarter of 
a mile away. 
 
"I learned about the challenges that you faced. You did the 
impossible. You fought an underground, unseen enemy. I 
learned that the Air Force bombed Iwo Jima more than any 
spot in the Pacific and only rearranged the sand. I learned 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 
that the Navy lobbed shells the size of Volkswagens - with 
the power to re-sculpture Mount Suribachi - and didn't kill 
anybody. 
 
"It took you guys to win a battle that historians describe as 
'American flesh against Japanese concrete.' 
 
"I have been to Iwo Jima. It's five miles long. If you're in a 
car going 60 miles an hour, it takes you 5 minutes to con-
quer it. It took you - slogging, fighting, dying - 36 days. 
 
"I learned that my father's company, named "Easy" Com-
pany, had 84 percent casualties.  Sixteen percent of my 
dad's buddies made it off unharmed. 
 
"Bob Schmidt told me that when they buried the dead on 
Saipan, they buried by individual grave. When they buried 
on Iwo Jima they buried by row - rows of a hundred boys. 
He told me that they needed surveyors to mark the lines. 
 
"Corpsman Hoopes instructed me, 'You tell your readers 
that my uniform was caked with blood and it cracked. And 
it was not my blood.' 
 
"I learned about the buddyhood and bravery that won the 
battle of Iwo Jima. Jack Lucas, here in the front row, 
jumped on the beach without a rifle. And the reason he did-
n't have a rifle is because he wasn't supposed to be there. 
He stowed away to go fight the battle of Iwo Jima. And a 
couple days later jumped on two grenades to save his bud-
dies. 
 
"Nurse Norma Crotty is in the audience and I interviewed 
her. She was an "Angel in the Air," flying down to evacuate 
the grievously wounded. She evacuated Navy personnel, 
Army personnel - all over the Pacific. She was a nurse for 
50 years caring to civilians and military. 
 
"I asked, 'Nurse Norma, was there anything different about 
those Iwo Jima Marines?' And she said, 'Yes, I'll never for-
get them. It was their spirit. I evacuated boys from other 
battles that were beaten, but those Marines had Esprit de 
Corps. Those boys were burned. They were bruised. But I 
never saw a Marine who was beaten.' 
 
"I think it's time we Americans put this battle into perspec-
tive. This is not just a big battle of the Pacific, or an impor-
tant battle of World War II. This is unique. This is above 
and beyond. This is 'America's Battle.' 
 
"America's Battle, what else can you call a battle that in 
one day had more casualties than two and a half months at 
Guadalcanal? Normandy was terrible, but at the end of one 

day, at the end of 24 hours, you and I could have had a tea 
party on the beaches of Normandy. It was completely safe. 
Boys died on the beaches of Iwo Jima - on the beaches - for 
two weeks. 
 
 America's Battle. What else can you call the only battle that 
when Franklin Delano Roosevelt saw the casualties he 
gasped, and he cried? 
 
"TIME Magazine, March 5th, 1945, wrote, 'no battle of 
World War II - not even Normandy - was watched with as 
much interest as the battle of Iwo Jima.' 
 
 America's Battle . . . 
 
 (Bradley gazes at the Iwo Jima veterans in the audience 
and beckons to them . . .) 
 
"Hey guys listen up! George Washington. Thomas Edison. 
Hank Aaron. You Marines and Corpsmen who won Amer-
ica's Battle. 
 
"I would like to salute you guys, but I know how difficult 
that is because you are as humble as you are brave. Jessie 
Boatright said to me, 'You know Bradley, you think we did 
something special out there in the Pacific, but we were just 
ordinary guys.  Ordinary guys just doing our duty.' 
 
"Yes, well, I'm more in synch with the words of Tex Stanton. 
I often call Tex Stanton when I need advice with my writing. 
And he always picks up on the first ring. He doesn't leave 
his chair very often. Because Mr.  Stanton has no legs. He 
left those on Iwo Jima 55 years ago. 
 
Mr. Stanton said to me, 'You know Bradley, heroism on that 
island was a funny thing. You had to be observed, and you 
had to be written up, and if you got a medal your citation 
said that you did something “above and beyond.” Well Brad-
ley,' he said, 'I saw a lot of heroes on Iwo Jima and the way I 
figure it, if you got through one day on that island you were 
doing something “above and beyond” just to survive.' 
 
"I would like to salute you guys. You guys who won Amer-
ica's Battle. You ordinary guys. You heroes of Iwo Jima." 
 
[After a silent pause Bradley turns to gaze at the six bronze 
figures for a moment and then walks across the wet grass to 
his seat.]  
 
 



In the Air 
Stories, history and tactics of the aviation units. 
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from Bill Walker  
Hey Mike, 
Thanks for the great stories!  When you recalled the hi-
jacking incidence at the Round Table, it reminded me of 
my first Project Delta mission. 
 
As I had related before, I had only been an AC for a few 
short weeks, with very little time under fire, when I had 
to go to Mai Loc as the replacement AC for Gene Miller.  
The loss of Gene and his entire crew weighed  
heavily on everyone, and there was no way that I was 
replacing such a revered officer.  I was just another pilot 
to fill the roster. 
 
Anyway, Project Delta was still pretty much of a mystery 
to me at the time.  The Lancers had only been in on his 
assignment for a few days, and already we had heard 
some frightening war stories about it through the grape-
vine.  To be honest; I was kinda' scared to go into this 
assignment, especially since I was so inexperienced. 
 
I landed at Mai Loc and went into the operations tent. 
Everyone was still very subdued because of Miller. I was 
given a very short briefing about the AO where we were 
operating. I was told that since I was so new, I would be 
the "chase bird". This meant that most likely I would just 
get to watch how the hole bird made an insertion or ex-
traction of a squad. The hole bird would have a hoist so 
that the packs could be brought up out of the elephant 
grass west of Khe Sanh. They left out a couple of pretty 
important details in my briefing, though. 
 
For all Project Delta missions, the C&C, the hole bird, 
and the chase bird would fly in a delta formation at 
about 4500 ft AGL.  As the LZ or PZ was identified, the 
hole bird would do a high overhead approach to the pick 
up spot.  No smoke was to be used--only panels in a pre-
cise formation for each group of personnel to be picked 
up. 
   
Well ,what was to be my day of orientation and briefing 
was suddenly ended by a siren. Man, I really got a chill 
because of how everyone became so animated.  (My stom-
ach still reels when I hear a siren).  I was told to join the 
other two aircraft as the chase bird and to take off. We 
would get the coordinates and sitrep en route. When I got 
to my aircraft, the hoist had been put on my bird! I pro-
tested that I had not done a high overhead since flight 

school and that I had no idea what to do on such a mis-
sion, and that someone else who had already been there 
could fly my aircraft ,or they could just put the damn 
hoist somewhere else. My protests did no good, and now I 
was to be the Hole bird.  The only concession to me was 
to give me Keith Boyd as my right seat.  He had been 
there for all five of the previous days of Project Delta. 
 
As we flew west over the mountain range, we were told 
over the KY28 scrambled frequency, that a team was un-
der heavy contact and were attempting to escape an esti-
mated company size unit of NVA.  I cut a couple of but-
ton holes right then. 
 
We flew over the  abandoned base of Khe Sanh and con-
tinued on west toward Laos. Finally, from almost directly 
overhead, we saw the panels. I had to trust the C&C that 
this was indeed the correct alignment. He responded af-
firmatively, but added, "If there are six instead of five, 
kill them all". Another buttonhole. 
 
I made the high overhead as best I could and the C&C 
directed me to the PZ. We came to a hover in what must 
have been 25 feet of elephant grass. As I focused on the 
horizon to maintain a stable hover, I could see the edge 
of what I later learned was an old French prison that had 
once housed Ho Chi Minh. To my left was the river sepa-
rating Laos from South Vietnam. 
 
It was kind of loud and chaotic as a ladder rather than 
the hoist was lowered. The team climbed aboard amidst 
quite a bit of ground fire. Finally, I heard the CE shout 
something. I guess he  said "We're up" but with all the 
noise and confusion, it was not a clear intercom trans-
mission. I glanced sideways and almost shit right there. 
The people we had picked up were obviously Asian. They 
were dressed in hardcore NVA uniforms, complete with 
AK 47's and pith helmets. I thought "My God!  We've 
picked up the bad guys". 
   
My first thought was to take the aircraft into a cliff just 
across the river, because there was no way that I was go-
ing to go to no Hanoi Hilton like this. But then, Keith 
must have noticed my hyperventilation and explained to 
me that these were Chinese mercenaries. When they 
were inserted, they wore ARVN uniforms which were 
stripped off once they were on the ground. Their missions 
were to mix and mingle with the NVA to gather intelli-
gence. Obviously, it didn't always work. I just would have 
appreciated being told what to expect when I made the 
pickup. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Stories from Project Delta 
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(Continued from page 9) 
 
After the stress of losing a crew of Lancers the day be-
fore, my fright at this totally unexpected group of packs 
really provided comic relief. It still isn't quite as humor-
ous to me as it was to the rest of the guys. I can still hear 
Eddie Hester's comments, and like always, Felisberto 
would  key his mike so that you could hear him laugh. 
Sometimes, it didn't take much for us to find something 
to laugh almost to the point of tears. I guess it was a way 
of dealing with stress. 
 
Stupid story, I guess,  But I finally did learn how to do 
overhead approaches. 
    Bill 
    17 

from Bill Walker  
I do know that Project Delta was connedted directly to 
Washington, DC, and was operated outside the control of 
the 101st. It was a multi-force operation which included 
Special Forces, Green Berets, Mercenaries, ARVN Spe-
cial Forces Rangers, Griffins (I think) along with the 
Lancers, and some representatives from the Marines 
that I worked with on a couple of missions. This lack of 
control was definitely a sore point with the people at 
Camp Eagle, where at that particular time, things were 
becoming more spit and polish at headquarters.  
 
We were told that the Delta Group had known what was 
going on Hamburger Hill, and had reported to the 101st 
at that time, that elephants were being used along the 
trail at that location. When this message was met with 
disbelief, a pair of bloody elephant tusks were brought in 
as proof. (Some people just could never believe that ele-
phants were used by the NVA to transport weapons and 
supplies. I did see elephants once during Project Delta. 
And, their paths were easy to spot in the deep elephant 
grass on the Khe Sanh plains. 
 
We each had to sign a number of forms which involved 
security measures, etc. The purpose of Project Delta, as I 
understood it, was to monitor and infiltrate the enemy 
troops to gather intellilgence. Most of this intelligence 
gathering by infiltration was done by the Hmuongs (? 
spelling). This was a Chinese family whose livelihood for 
generations was as mercenaries.  
 
I will tell you that it was most un-nerving when a group 
of these guys climbed aboard your aircraft wearing hard-
core NVA uniforms and weaponry. We were so close to 

both Laos and North Vietnam that the risks of picking 
up the bad guys was magnified. 
 
During this operation, we found paved roads, and 
enough supplies to fill a warehouse. It was a major op-
eration right there under our noses. I will always believe 
that the intelligence gathered during this operation of 
about 6 weeks, was used to evaluate the need to invade 
Laos to try to stem troop and supplies into the South. At 
one point, there were an estimated 160,000 NVA troops 
who operated out of bases in the Khe Sanh area. It was 
the staging area for virtually all of Giap's actions south, 
including Ripcord. 
  
In spite of the danger of these missions, this was truly 
heady stuff for those of us participating. We actually felt 
like we were taking an offensive role. In short, it was ac-
tually kind of fun at times. I'm sure that more will come 
out as we start to remember the details of that opera-
tion. 
Bill 17 
Somebody asked about Project Delta; Wasn't it Dan 
Pegg's CE who rigged up a 40MM to his M60 using a 
coat hangar or bailing wire, or something. Anyway, on 
one of those missions Southwest of Khe Sanh, the bad 
guys were in the  trees as we hovered down. The gun 
ships had expended a lot of flechette rockets, and we did-
n't expect much had survived. They kind of' fooled us. 
Our M60's could not traverse above the horizon, so we 
could not return fire until we were level with the guys in 
the trees. I know that as one of the two man NVA ma-
chine gun team was changing the donut shaped maga-
zine, this CE used his home made thumper during the 
hover out. It caught one of the bad guys in the face, and 
pretty much ended the war for those would be Tarzans.  
 
Does anyone else remember the ARVN Rangers who 
were also part of the Project Delta group? Two of them 
got pretty well hammered on something, and started 
shooting an M60 around the compound, while one held 
the ammo belt so that it would feed easier. How two sol-
diers can fire maybe a hundred rounds inside a com-
pound, and not hit a soul is really a mystery to me. Or, 
maybe it explains why the Vietnamization plan worked 
as well as it did. 
Bill 17 
 
from  Eddie Hester 
Bill: 
Wanted to help on remembering the incident you talked 
about. Not sure if it was Dan Pegg's CE in your story, 

(Continued on page 11) 



round directly in the chicken plate and it stopped it -- 
but my chest was bruised. We all walked away alive, the 
gunner and I received Purple Hearts, and Dave was my 
hero. He served for a time in a CH-47 unit in the Califor-
nia Army National Guard and we visited some. CPT 
Rickard's crew received DFC's and Air Medals and the 
other 4 birds received the ??? Praise the Lord we all 
made it home from that one. 
 
About the ARVN's and Project Delta -- only some were 
ARVN Rangers. Most were Chinese Hmong's. Great 
guys who put up with a lot of bad talk. The Special 
Force's guys really liked them though as they were 
tough soldiers when the call came to fight. And yea, the 
two guys were blitzed when they shot up the camp. The 
SF CO took care of the problem very diplomatically. He 
was a good guy. 
 
Sorry to have rambled. Seems like most of the war sto-
ries shared are about things that happened after I de-
parted. However, being part of Project Delta was a real 
hoot and privilege. Wish La Fong, George Berry, the 1st 
SF CO, and their crew had made it through. 
 
Eddie 
Lancer 30 
 
from Bill Walker 
Eddie, 
Great to hear from you and to have my own ramblings 
straightened out!  Thanks for the story. I know you have 
more.  
 
Yeah, Project Delta was dangerous as hell, but you 
really felt like you were taking an offensive position, 
rather than a defensive one. Were you in the flight at 
dusk one day, when our delta formation was returning 
from a fairly easy insertion, and as we approached the 
mountain range just south and west of Khe Sanh, the 
sky was suddenly filled with luminescent basketballs?  
We were caught really off guard by that heavy anti-
aircraft fire, and were forced to fly into the clouds to 
climb out of sight. All that training did pay off. I hap-
pened to be lead that day, and the three aircraft did just 
what everyone was supposed to do, with different 
speeds, direction, and altitude, until we were able to 
climb out on top.  
 
Man, there was nothing like the exhilaration of surviv-
ing something like that, and finding it funny, if everyone 
made it back. 

(Continued on page 12) 

(Continued from page 10) 
but he is picture 3-3, Dave Haglund. He was crewing the 
ship I was flying that day. Dick Metzger (sorry on the 
spelling) was my CP and I cannot remember the gunner. 
 
We were a 5 ship extraction flight taking ARVN's out 
from some bad stuff. Lead was CPT Rickard (spelling 
may be wrong) and his ship took heavy fire. Our ship 
was #2 and we took real bad fire on the first overpass 
when we missed the LZ. Dan Pegg was #3 and offered to 
slip into #2. I was mad because that was the first time I 
had been hit in over 10 months and told Dan to hold off. 
We made our second approach, got on top of the LZ, did 
a 90 degree hard over to the left and settled down into 
the LZ. All crap broke loose. I could not see from the 
windshield Plexiglas in my eyes. Told Dick to take it and 
he did not respond; looked over and he was out cold. 
Dave, the CE, told me he had a guy shooting at us from 
a tree and did I want him to scare the guy with the 
40mm thumper. I told him to kill the damn guy as he 
was pelting us with machine gun fire. 
 
As soon as the round hit the guy -- and blew the upper 
part of his body all over the tree, and other places, the 
shooting stopped. The Special Forces E7 was still pulling 
ARVNs on board and said we should get out of there as 
some were wounded. Dave told me to pull pitch and ba-
sically guided me for about 10-15 minutes until the eyes 
cleared. Halfway back to Quang Tri Dick woke up. Dave 
was unhurt, 2 ARVN's had wounds, the gunner took 
shrapnel from a round that exploded against the trans-
mission wall behind his neck, Dick had a bad headache 
(more on that later) the E7 had holes in his shirts, but 
no wounds, and I was covered with Plexiglas in the face 
and metal in my arm and legs. 
 
We evac'ed to the 18th Surg at Quang Tri and set the a/c 
down. Capt. Rickard was also shut down with 56 holes. 
We counted 58 until the nurses made us get into the 
hospital to get cleaned up. The gunner spent the night in 
the hospital (lucky kid) and the rest of us rode jeeps 
back for dinner (if that was what one called it there). 
Dan Pegg told me later that none of the other ships took 
any further fire. 
 
Interesting thing about Dick and I -- he was an admirer 
of Mike Smith and refused to wear a chicken plate. Be-
ing relatively new though he had the new SPH4 anti-
ballistic helmet. I was a converted chicken and wore my 
plate every flight; yet I had the old APH5 helmet. Dick 
took a round in the helmet and it snapped his head and 
knocked him out -- but the helmet saved his life. I took a 
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from Ted Irvine 
Andy,  
I think one of the scariest things was inserting or extract-
ing CIDG teams. Even though the SF trained them and 
was on board with the team, I never trusted the little bas-
tards. Especially on the extraction, from the gunners seat 
6 little NVA getting on your helicopter scared the shit out 
of me! Remember the scarf? The SF wouldn’t tell anybody 
what it meant. I was always thinking he forgot!  
Ted  
Lancer DG 
 
from Andy Archer 
Ted -- yes I remember the teams at attention, colored 
scarves marking there intent, ready to be picked up and 
identified by their SF trainer. I don't remember the term 
CIDG Teams. I do remember the Cobra in formation with 
us on "TT" final, who got the thumbs up not to shoot be-
cause they had the correct combination of scarf colors. 
And I remember the SF trainer confirming their identifi-
cation, when he could see their faces, on short final. He 
said, " those NVA are ours".  
What a gas,  
Andy  
18 
 
from Ted Irvine 
 Do you remember the training on the "McGuire Rigs" ? 
We spent a day flyingaround under a helocopter hanging 
on to half inch ropes while sitting in a canvas strap 
 
from  Reggie Kenner 
We did this not long after I was infused to the Lancers....
What a kick, that rope looked about as thick as a spider 
web where it entered the chopper door. We did ours at Ev-
ans, though. It was to give the pilots training for FOB 
flights 
 
from Tim Pasquarelli 
 When we worked CCN out of MLT-2 in QT the first mis-
sion you worked you had to be "oriented" on the "strings" 
or McGuire rigs.  That meant having one of the aircraft 
pull you up and down the river so you would know how 
scarey it was and would never do it to one of the SFteams. 
 
Myself, I enjoyed the CCN flights up to about when I got 
750 hours.  We all know that's when you begin to have a 
different perspective about safe flying.  Anyway, where 
else could you take off your front doors and cowboy le-
gally? 
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I remember going on an insert with a newly assigned 
pilot who was on a second tour.  He had about 3,000 
hours so I figured he was top stuff.  We went into Laos 
at about 6,000 and then did a quick entry.  He was at 
the controls and we screamed right through the LZ 
and out the other side  about 50 meters past the 
touchdown point.  He seemed confused about what to 
do so I grabbed the controls and with a great team of a 
CE and DG guiding us we backed into the LZ, kicked 
the SF guys out, and then roared off into the sky.  
Later, when I asked him about the approach and how 
a guy with 3000 hours could not work the fast-in-fast-
out approach he said, "Oh, I flew VIP ash-and-trash in 
Saigon and was an instrument instructor in the 
States.  I've never done a combat assault!"  I almost 
shit.  But, later he really helped me understand in-
strument flying which I could never grasp, even when 
Billy Bihalia worked with me constantly.  Not that 
Billy was a bad instructor, Billy just never could draw 
stick pictures in the sand so an old Infantryman could 
understand simple concepts. 
 
Tim 
 
 
 
The following stories are from posts to the VHFCN list 
server .  
 
 
I remember going to a big top secret briefing in early 
68, down in Phu Bai for flight leaders only.  I think I 
was the only WO in the group.  We always called them 
DELTA missions, but I don't remember if that was 
their official designation, or maybe we just made that 
up.  They would call us on our company freq and we 
were to report immediately to their base.  On the only 
one I ever flew as lead  for we inserted NVA troops 
(that had changed sides) into the Ah Shau valley be-
fore we all went in there.  I remember being told not to 
talk about it at all to anyone, EVER.  I also remember 
seeing a report on the news shortly after I got home, 
so I figured I could mention it here. 
Dave Greene 
B co 227th AVN 1st Cav   67-68 
 
 David, 
I beleive that what you are referring to would be Com-
mand and Control North (CCN). These guys were a 
mixed bag of 5th SFG and MACV-SOG.  They staged 

(Continued on page 13) 



(Continued from page 12) 
out of FOB I at Phu Bai and operated in the A Shau Val-
ley as well as other areas in the far northern part of I 
Corps.  I think this is where the confusion is here.  CCN 
conducted covert type Recon operations in much the same 
manner as Project Delta.  The team you mentioned was 
probably a Roadrunner Team.  They were CIDG/LLDB or 
Vietnamese Special Forces types that were dressed in 
NVA uniforms and carried NVA weapons and paper.  
They infiltrated the NVA ranks and usually stayed out 
longer than a normal LRRP or Recon Team.  They gather 
intel and were debriefed when they were exfiltrated. 
 
We had a team like that on board one time and were en-
route to insert them when the aircraft was diverted to do 
a down pilot pick-up.  It was a USMC jet that had flamed 
out and the pilot ejected.  When the aircraft landed to pick 
him up, he saw the "NVA" in the back and started run-
ning for the tree line. They finally got him settled down 
and picked him up and took him to the FOB at An Hoa.  I 
imagine he was more than a little confused:-) 
Bob Mitchell 
 
Bob, 
I think you are right.  I do remember the "Road runner" 
term.  I also remember that it was really scary to pick 
them up.  It seems like one guy had a red bandana that 
when tied one way meant they were not clear, another 
way meant pick them up and it seems a third way meant 
that their group had grown but they would take care of it.  
It seems like a paymaster rode in each ship during pickup 
and would shoot anybody he didn't recognize.  Whew. 
Dave 
 
You know, I don't remember anything about the red ban-
dana.  Must have happened that way because David 
Greene said it...and I taught him how to fly.  Well, sort of. 
 
What I do remember about one Delta mission I was in-
volved with was a SF Cpt....or maybe it was a Maj....CRS.  
Anyway, he was doing the pilot briefing and he had this 
map of Vietnam on an easel.  All along the border with 
Laos and Cambodia there were red Xs marking out the 
border. About 20 or 30 klicks to the west was a dotted line 
that paralleled the red-x'd border.  His pitch was that the 
Engineers have screwed up royal when they surveyed the 
border and put it in the wrong place.  The Special Forces 
had picked up on this error and corrected it.  The dotted  
line represented the true border and new maps would be 
made at some time to correct this gross error.  "But, he 
says....Charlie hasn't been informed of this yet and we 
may experience some ground fire once we cross the erro-

PAGE 13 LANCERS VOLUME 1 ,  ISSUE 2 

neous border."   
 
What a way to break the ice...we were all weak in the 
knees going into the briefing but we broke out in gut 
wrenching laughter within five minutes or so.  Turned 
out the mission was scratched in the air after one of 
the King Bees was shot down.   
 
Amazing fact, however...a second King Bee just 
charged right in and picked up the crew of the other 
downed H34...and they'd gone down right in the mid-
dle of an NVA encampment.  Good news is that there 
was but one casualty from the downed ship and every-
one else made it out. 
 
I started carrying toilet paper in the ship after that. 
Mel Canon 
 
Flight, 
 
Dave Greene jogged some memory cells and I remem-
bered a call sign; Paddy Control. Paddy Control was a 
727 or something that flew over III and IV Corps to 
coordinate SAR and some ops. 
 
I CAN'T PROVE THIS. 
 
That out of the way; 
 
I was up the Mekong near Neak Long in Cambodia on 
an op with some SEALs. Neak Long was a ferry land-
ing site with some rock ledge so vehicles could go from 
a ferry to the shore without getting stuck in the mud. 
We used to land at the ferry landing and wait for the 
call to extract SEALs. We had a 300 foot high speed 
hoist on our HH-1Ks. When the cable built up to a cer-
tain point on the hoist drum the hoist would slow 
down so the passenger didn't go right on by into the 
rotor system. While we waited around I used to hang 
out with and trade with the mercenaries. They were 
impressed that a round eye pilot would sit on his heels 
and eat rice with them. 
 
We staged from the parking lot at night and went 
north west about 40 klicks, dropped off the SEALs and 
orbited a while. The SEALs took an extra long time 
doing their thing and upon extract I was to run for the 
river. No way could I make it back to Chau Doc on the 
VN side of the border. 
 
Paddy Control came up and told me to fly to the north-

(Continued on page 14) 



(Continued from page 13) 
east. I didn't like the idea. They told me they would vector 
me to a fuel site. I still didn't like the idea. They told me it 
was an airfield, that I should land, not get out of the heli-
copter and I would be refueled. I was to stay in the heli-
copter at the south end of the field. We landed and a jeep 
came up with a fuel trailer. We got about 400 pounds of 
fuel and took off. 
 
There were helicopters on the other end of the air strip 
and they were not Hueys or H-34s. Strange night indeed. 
They looked a little like H-19s. I never had anything like 
that happen again. 
 
I have photos of Neak Long and all the way up to Pnomh 
Penh, but the above op was at night. From time to time 
today I'll take an old piece of pizza out of the refrigerator 
and bite off a chunk. My wife asks, "Are you going to EAT 
that?" She has heard the reply many times and it's a fam-
ily joke: Well, anybody who would share a canteen cup 
with a Cambodian mercenary - -" 
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For the trooper in the field, the thunder of helicopters 
can be the most welcome sound in the world. Whether it 
is a Cobra streaking in to deliver much needed fire sup-
port, or a Huey bringing in hot chow and a load of mail, 
the whine of a jet engine and the slap of rotor blades 
can be sweet music. About one half of the division's heli-
copter strength is supplied by the 101st Avn. Gp. 
(Ambl.) and its four subordinate commands: the 158th 
Avn. Bn. (AH) (Ambl.); the159th Avn. Bn. (AHS) 
(Ambl.); 101st Avn. Bn. (AH) (Ambl.). 
  
Together these units are responsible for airlift of per-
sonnel, equipment and supplies and general aviation 
support for the entire division.  
 
Perhaps one of the busiest commands in the division, 
the units of the Aviation Group are constantly on call. 
Just one battalion, the 159th, for example, flew 101,230 
sorties in 1969. This involved the moving of 161,090 
tons of cargo, 502 artillery redeployments and 258,030 
passengers. And the other units show similarly impres-
sive records. The Aviation Group also boasts one of the 
last units still on jump status in the division, the 101st 
Pathfinders. Capable of infiltrating an objective by land, 
sea or air, the Pathfinders stand ready to guide helicop-
ters into landing zones anywhere, any time. 
  
In Operation Lifesaver the Pathfinders teamed up with 
the 326th Engr. Bn. (Ambl.) to transform marginal 
landing zones in the division area into safe ones. The 
Pathfinders added their professional knowledge to the 
engineer's skill to make sure that the landing zones had 
safe approach and take off lanes and were in themselves 
adequate.  
 
So vital have the efforts of the pilots, mechanics, air 
traffic controllers, Pathfinders and all the men of the 
Aviation Group become, that Maj. Gen. John M. Wright 
Jr., commanding general of the 101st, stated,"...In the 
infantry we no longer look upon Army Aviation as a 
support element. We look upon Army Aviation as an in-
tegral means of fire and maneuver as Indispensable as 
armor and artillery."  
<>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><> <>< 
Please visit Bob's 101st Airborne site... 
photos, links and more. Submitted by; 
http://bobs101st.ihood.net Bob Duesenberry 
e m a i l :  b o b j d b @ e m a i l . m s n . c o m 

Please send your  

Ripcord 
stories for the next issue. 

Aviation Group 
by  Bob Duesenberry 



158th/101st Vietnam from the NATIONAL ARCHIVES: 
[transcribed from documents obtained from the National 
Archives] 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WEEKLY AFTER ACTION REPORT   30 Nov - 5 Dec 69 
 
D Co, 158th Avn Bn logged missions in the support of the 
3rd Bde and 1/5th Mech for the week of Nov 30 to Dec 5. 
 
We flew a total of 20.2 hrs for A Co. Three missions and 
18 sorties were flown in support of Umpire 90.  The light 
fire team provided negative suppressive fire.  There was 
another 12 missions and 16 sorties in LZ preps and ex-
traction's. Ammo expended was 26, 2.75" rockets, 5400 rds 
of 7.62 mm, and 350 rds of 40mm. 
D Co flew 32.9 hrs, 31 mission, and 64 sorties for B Co.  
There was 86, 2.75" rockets, 7500 rounds of minigun, and 
615 rounds of 40mm expended in 6 LZ preps. 
 
For C Co, Delta Co flew 9 missions and 18 sorties.  There 
was 10.1 hours logged in one LZ prep and 2 extraction's. 
 
D Co, 158th Avn Bn flew 41 hours this past week for 15th 
Mech, with 46 missions and 102 sorties.  Cpt Schrader's 
light fire team extracted one Killer team and inserted two 
6 man teams, all with negative enemy contact.  Two LZ's 
also were prepped.  WO1 Lamiell's team killed 5 NVA in 
heavy contact near the DMZ.  CW2 Ishamael's team also 
had heavy contact supporting the 1/5th Mec, killing 5 
NVA, 1 bunker destroyed, and 1 APC and 4 bunkers dam-
aged. Total ammo expended was 153, 2.75" rockets, 14,900 
rds of 7.62, and 350 rds of 40mm in support of 1/5th Mech. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Company B, 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) (AMBL) 
101st Airborne Division (AMBL) 
APO San Francisco 96383 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Report 
 
Commanding Officer 
158th Aviation Battalion (AH) (AMBL) 
101st Airborne Division (AMBL) 
APO San Francisco 96383 
 
Aircraft Incidents/Accidents- 23 October 1969 at 1605 
hours Aircraft 68-16274 was in the LZ vicinity XD 
935564 for the third time in an insertion for the 
2/506.  The aircraft had come in with five troops on 
board and was hovering in the LZ when the troops 
started to exit the aircraft.  The helicopter rocked 
from the unstable C.G. and caught on a stump which 
unbalanced the aircraft causing it to spin and crash on 
the left side of the ship. The four crew members suf-
fered slight to minor injuries and six ground troopers 
were killed from the flying debris of the wreckage.  
The aircraft was attempted to be slung out but upon 
lifting of the bird the transmission separated from the 
fuselage approximately 100 meters west of the LZ 
from an altitude of 100 feet.  The accident is under 
investigation at this time. 
 
 
JOHN E WATTS 
MAJ, Inf 
Commanding 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

From the Archives 
by  John Donaldson 

Here are the numbers from the D Co report added for this one week (30 Nov—5 Dec 69) of Gunship duty. 
                                hours  sorties  missions  2.75"  7.62mm   40mm 
Support of A Co       20.2       16           3           26       5400       350 
Support of B Co       32.9       64         31           86       7500       615 
Support of C Co       10.1       18           9             ?            ?            ? 
Support of 1/5 Mech   41     102         46         153    14,900      350 
TOTAL                  104.2      200         89         265    27,800    1,315 



 
* Your stall warning plays "Dixie". 
* Your cross country flight plan uses flea markets as 
checkpoints. 
* You think sectional charts should show trailer parks. 
* You've ever used moonshine as Avgas. 
* You have mud flaps on your wheel pants. 
* Your toothpick keeps poking your mike. 
* You've ever just taxied around the airport drinking 
beer. 
* You use a Purina feed sack for a wind sock. 
* The side of your airplane has a sign advertising your 
septic tank service. 
* You constantly confuse Beechcraft with Beechnut.(this 
one is for PAPA) 
* You think GPS stands for Going Perfectly Straight. 
* You refer to formation flying as, "We got us a convoy". 
* Your matched set of luggage is three grocery bags from 
the PigglyWiggly. 
* You have a black airplane with a big number 3 on the 
side. 
* You've ever fueled your airplane from a mason jar. 
* You've got a gun rack on the passenger window. 
* You have more than one roll of duct tape holding your 
cowling together. 
* Your preflight includes removing all of the clover, 
grass, and wheat from your landing gear. 
* You figure the weight of the mud and manure on your 
airplane into the 
CG calculations. 
* You siphon gas from your tractor to put in your air-
plane. 
* You've never landed at an actual airport though you've 
been flying for years. 
* You've ground looped after hitting a cow. 
* You consider anything over 100' AGL to be high alti-
tude flight. 
* There are parts of your airplane labeled John Deere. 
* You've never actually seen a sectional but have all of 
the Texaco road maps for your flying area. 
* You answer all radio calls from females with, "That's a 
big 10-4 little darlin'". 
* There's exhaust residue on the right side of your air-
craft and tobacco stains on the left. 
* You have to buzz the strip to chase off the sheep and 
goats. 

You Might Be A Redneck 
Pilot If ……………. 
from a message posted on VHFCN 

Humor 
The lighter side of military life. 
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* You use your parachute to cover your plane. 
* You've ever landed on the main street of town to get a 
cup of coffee. 
* You've won the "Barbed Wire" award at a spot landing 
contest. 
* Some of your favorite navigation aids have things like 
"Seniors 96" hand painted on them. 
* The tread pattern, if any, on your main tires doesn't 
match. 
* Your primary comm. radio has 90 channels. 
* You have fuzzy dice hanging from the magnetic com-
pass. 
* You put hay in the baggage compartment so your dogs 
don't get cold. 
* Your flight instructor's day job is at the community 
sales barn. 
* You've got matching bumper stickers on the vertical 
fin. 
* There are grass stains on your propeller tips. 
* There is a brown stained Styrofoam cup strategically 
placed in your glove box. 
* The FAA still thinks you live at your parents house. 
* You think Zulu is an African time zone. 
* Your hanger collapses and more than 4 dogs are in-
jured. 
* Somewhere on your airplane is a "I'd rather be fishing" 
bumper sticker. 
* You navigate with your ADF tuned to exclusively 
country stations. 
* When you get to the airport cafe they hand you bis-
cuits and gravy instead of a menu. 
* You think that an ultralight is a new sissy beer from 
Budweiser. 
* Just before the crash, everybody at the airport heard 
you say, hey "yoall, watch this'"!!!! 
--  

Tower Humor 
 
A Huey Cobra practicing autorotations during a military 
night training exercise had a problem and landed on the 
tail rotor, separating the tail boom. Fortunately, it 
wound up on its skids, sliding down the runway doing 
360s in a brilliant shower of sparks. As the Cobra passed 
the tower, the following exchange was overheard: 
 
Tower: "Sir, do you need any assistance?" 
Cobra: "I don't know, tower. We ain't done crashin' yet!" 



system for aircraft, the H-40 became the HU-1 (Helicopter 
Utility). From this designation came Huey, the name by 
which it has remained known. The US Department of Defense 
standard designation system reversed this to UH-1, the first 
designation in the new Department of Defense helicopter se-
ries. With larger engines and increased capacity, the UH-1 has 
developed through successive models.  
 
1959 brought in the Sikorsky S-60, dubbed the Skycrane, with 
its thin strong fuselage which could carry any load it could 
lift. The S-60 grew from the S-56, using the same piston en-
gines. It was built as a research vehicle to demonstrate the 
flying crane concept.  
 
It was in October 1959 that the US Army released its aircraft 
development plan for the 1960s. Within this plan was the con-
cept for Low Observation Helicopters (LOH).  
 
By May 1960 the Army had compiled its requirements for 
LOH’s. They wanted them to be turbine powered to replace 
the existing piston-powered helicopters. Specifications would 
require it to be smaller and lighter. The ideal helicopter would 
also be easier to maintain.  
 
In October 1961, The H-43 Huskie sets an altitude record of 
10.000 miters and numerous rate of climb records. During the 
Korean, the Huskie flew more rescue missions than all other 
aircraft combined - with the best  safety record of any U.S. 
military aircraft. 
 
In November 1961, the US Army awarded contracts to Bell 
Helicopter, Hughes, and Hiller Aircraft Corporation for proto-
types of new LOH’s. The prototypes were scheduled for de-
livery in November 1963.  
 
1962 brought in Sikorsky 's second Skycrane the S-64 Sky-
crane. It was designed to carry payloads up to 4500 kilo-
grams. The US Army bought 97 and deliveries began in June 
1964. In Vietnam the CH-54 was used to retrieve hundreds of 
downed aircraft. 
 
On June 30, 1964 the Hughes 369 Cayuse (OH-6) received 
certification from the FAA. OH-6 was originally designed to 
meet the needs of the US Army 's Low Observation Helicop-
ter competition.  
 

(Continued on page 18) 

It’s 1950, the year I was born and we resume our history of 
helicopters. As we have seen the United States military be-
came interested in helicopters in 1924. Their anticipation ma-
terialized in the 50’s.  
 
In 1951, Bell Helicopter division moved their facilities to 
Hurst, Texas. As many of you know they are still headquar-
tered there today. This is where we received our Huey’s from. 
 
In December 1951, a modified K-225 equipped with a Boeing 
502 engine became the world's first gas turbine powered heli-
copter; this was the beginning of a new age in helicopter his-
tory. If you get to Washington, DC this helicopter is now at 
the Smithsonian  
 
The world’s first transatlantic helicopter crossing with stops 
was completed in 1952. Two US Air Force H-19s (Sikorsky 
S-55) flew from the United States to Wiesbaden, Germany. 
This was a leisurely trip taking a total of 21 days, although the 
total flight time was only 52 hours. 
 
In March of 1953, Bell Helicopter designed the world's first 
helicopter designed for antisubmarine warfare. Fifty of these 
helicopters were built for the United States Navy.  
 
In 1954 a modified Kaman HTK-1, becomes the world's first 
twin-turbine powered helicopter. 
 
The first military aircraft production of the Hughes Company, 
was an observation version called YHO-2, built in 1956. 
 
In 1954 Sikorsky Aircraft built the first S-58 Choctaw/Sea 
Horse, an aircraft that would eventually see service in Viet-
nam (see 1962 later in this story). It was the pioneer of com-
mercial airline helicopter operations. The S-58 had a single 
piston engine, four-bladed main rotor, a gross weight of 5900 
kg and the ability to carry 18 troops.  
 
In 1956 Bell Helicopter introduced the 204 "Huey" (UH-1). 
This was the US Army 's first production-line turbine pow-
ered utility helicopter. Officially the UH-1 series is called the 
Iroquois. Model 204, was powered by the new Lycoming T-
53 engine of some 850 shaft horsepower and featured a typi-
cal Bell two-blade teetering rotor. The first flight of the new 
design was in October 1956. 
 
When the US Army adopted its own two-letter designation 

The Huey 
All things technical about the UH-1. 

The History of Helicopters part II 
by  David Martin 
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TH-55A Preflight Inspection 
Plus the cockpit procedure checklist coming 
in issue 3 of the newsletter. 

(Continued from page 17) 

On May 26, 1965, the US Army awarded Hughes Aircraft a 
contract for 1000 OH-6 helicopters at the cost of under twenty 
thousand dollars each. 
 
During 1966, the Hughes OH-6A made its appearance in 
Vietnam. Soon to become known as the “Loach”. It soon 
proved its capabilities as an armed scout helicopter. It proved 
to be more versatile than the helicopters that it had replaced.  
 
The techniques used by scout pilots of flying low to draw en-
emy fire were successful. The OH-6A was probably shot 
down more than any other type aircraft in Vietnam. B Troop 
2nd 17th Cavalry, 101st Airborne Division was deployed with 
10 OH-6A’s in March of 1969, within 60 days all 10 had been 
shot down at least once. The OH-6A proved to be crashwor-
thy. 
 
In Vietnam, the LOH was used in combination with Bell Heli-
copters Cobra’s. The LOH was used to find the enemy, then 
mark their position so the Cobra’s could attack.  
 
The LOH was armed with an XM27E1 minigun. Many also, 
carried a door gunner with an M60 machine gun. An M79 
grenade launcher was also normally carried by a crewmem-
ber. 
  
In Vietnam, the LOH became a legend. Probably more 
crashes with less causality than any aircraft used in Vietnam. 
If you wanted to find the enemy, a sure bet was that a LOH 
flying at treetop level would gain their attention.  
 
Over the years the OH-6 has provided services for a large 
family of users of commercial, corporate, and private helicop-
ters. Many different versions have been built for both the 
military and civil markets for a variety of missions and re-
quirements. Numerous police departments use various ver-
sions of the OH-6 today. The Cayuse set the record for Major 
distance in a straight line for a helicopter: 3.561 Kilometers in 
1966.  
 
Another aircraft used extensively in Vietnam was the Bell 
Helicopter Huey UH-1. The Huey story goes back over four 
decades. This is where I will continue next issue. 
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Bill Grffith sends the following quote. 
 
"We soon saw that the helicopter had no future, and 
droped it. The helicopter does with great labor only 
what the balloon does without labor, and is no more 
fitted than the balloon for rapid horizontal flight. If 
it's engine stops, it must fall with deadly violence, for 
it can neither glide like an aeroplane or float like a 
balloon. The helicopter is much easier todesign than 
the aeroplane, but is worthless when done." 
...Wilber Wright, 1909  
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From the Dash Ten  
by  Gary Whitty 
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The Web 
Interesting links and web page reviews. 

PAGE 21 LANCERS VOLUME 1 ,  ISSUE 2 

Listed here are some other Vietnam Aviation internet 
links of interest. All of these links and more can be 
found on the Lancer web page. 
 
158th Avn. Bn. Units 
    A 158th Avn - Ghost Riders  
        (http://www.snowhill.com/~rwowens) 
 
    B 158th Avn - Lancers  
         (http://members.tripod.com/dmussey/) 
 
    C 158th Avn - Phoenix ( http://www.Phoenix158.
org/) 
 
    D 158th Avn - Redskins (http://www.vol.com/
xagent) 
 
101st Airborne Division Assn. - This links to an 
outstanding organization, all Screaming Eagles 
should check this one out. 
(http://www.screamingeagle.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
(VHCMA) - This is another outstanding organization 
for all Vietnam Helicopter Aircrew Members regard-
less of their branch of service. 
(http://www.blu.org/vhcma/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (VHPA) - 
A very large group of Vietnam flyers here. 
(http://www.vhpa.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew Network 
(VHFCN) - Lots of good stuff here. 
(http://www.vhfcn.org/) 
 
 A Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall - Very good 
site on the wall. 
(http://thewall-usa.com/) 
 

Maingate.com 
http://maingate.com 
Webmaster - unknown 
 
This site was found and recommend by Mike Jacobi and 
it is certainly worth a visit. Maingate.com is a very well 
packed site of military information. While it’s primary 
viewers are those that are still closely associated with the 
military, there is much for everyone else to check out. 
Links abound with information for all with veteran inter-
ests. 
 
The opening page of  Maingate is well laid out with navi-
gation bars and news sections. As the news is dated, I am 
guessing that it is changed on daily basis. For the day 
that I reviewed the site there where two articles that I 
found very interesting. One was about the Tuskegee Air-
men of WW II and the other about military acronyms, 
both official and unofficial. Do you remember what 
FUBAR stands for? 
 
Navigation is generally very easy within the site. The left 
margin contains a changing navigation bar that is spe-
cific to the area you are currently visiting. The homepage 
also has a right margin bar to resources and military 
bases information. And the top margin has a channels 
bar to compliment navigation. I did on occasion get my-
self  lost while clicking away at the many links. It was 
the top margin channels bar the generally got me back on 
track. On one occasion I got locked onto a page that did 
not contain any navigational aids and would not allow be 
to use the back button either. I had to resort to retyping 
the Maingate.com URL in the address bar of my browser. 
 
The site covers news and info from all of the services, to 
include lodging lookups, base facilities around the world, 
service magazines and newsletters, and even current pay 
lookups. An E-1 with over 4 months of service makes 
$1005.60 a month these days. How much did you make 
flying Hueys and dodging bullets in Vietnam? Each 
branch also has a listing of service organizations of inter-
est to many. And the history sections contain some good 
historical articles.  
 
There is also a people finder function on the site. While I 

(Continued on page 22) 

Web Reviews 
By David Mussey  

VN Aviation Links 
By David Mussey  
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(Continued from page 21) 
did manage to locate a few known friends, I couldn’t lo-
cate myself from the people finder. I would use other 
finder services for that instead of the one here. And 
there is some banner advertizing throughout but not at 
all bothersome. 
 
Again, worth a visit and if you find yourself as inter-
ested as I was, worth adding to your favorites list. 
 
 
 
 
 

101st Airborne Division Assoc.  
http://www.screamingeagle.org  
Webmaster - Larry Frazier 
 
The website of the 101st Airborne Division Association is 
one that, I believe, has special qualities. While many of 
the sites that attract our interest are aviation and Viet-
nam related, this site encompasses those interests and 
much more. Since the theme is the division, there is a 
great cross section of military units, ranks, and wars 
from WW II to the present activities in the Balkens.  
This website is for all who with an interest or have 
served with the 101st, be they a paratrooper or straight 
leg. 
 
Navigation form the homepage is straight forward. 
Links are made from within the different topical sec-
tions. These sections include recent news, association 
news and membership information, the different type of 
insignia worn by 101st soldiers, association information, 
chapter homepages, stories, e-mail contacts, photos and 
links to other sites. 
 
At a quick glance, the top of the website informs the 
surfer as to what is new and provides a link to continu-
ing updates about the upcoming 55th Annual Reunion 
and Eagles Week events at Ft. Campbell this year. 
Next, news and historical information about the associa-
tion and membership info is easily accessed. A couple of 
the most interesting sections are the stories and photo 
areas. Several stories are from the Vietnam era and in-
clude aviation themes. The photo section has many pic-
tures of present day Vietnam taken by members of the 
Association who have made return trips to their old 
AO’s. One good photo is of the Perfume River taken by 
“Big John” Eaton of the Phoenix along with a narrative 
by another Phoenix, Skip Lee. I’ll never understand how 
the name “Perfume” was ever attached to that river. An-

other good photo section with narrative is by Bob Cle-
well and covers Lam Som 719 ground including LZ Lolo. 
 
The website also contains healthy link and e-mail con-
tact pages. The e-mail list has many of our Vietnam and 
aviation era friends on it. And the links page is broken 
down by the different conflicts to easily navigate 
through one’s own interests. 
 
Take a stroll through the 101st Airborne Division Asso-
ciation’s Website, there is something for everyone. 

SOG-MACV web sites 
provided by John Donaldson 

John Donaldson  provided links to several very good 
MACV-SOG web pages. There are some superb pic-
tures on some of these sites. Also additional informa-
tion about Project Delta. 
 
 
http://grunt.space.swri.edu/noise.htm 
 
http://www.rjsmith.com/sog-history-excerpt.html 
 
http://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/1012/sog.html 
 
http://www.specialoperations.com/MACVSOG/
Default.html 
 
http://www.a101avn.org/SOG.htm 
 
http://www.scarface-usmc.org/macv-sog_photos.htm 

Send  a review of your favorite web page. 



Reunions and Events 
The what, where, when and who. 

The annual Rolling Thunder run to the wall will be held on 
Sunday, May 28.. All participants will meet in the Pentagon 
parking lot 7:00 am to 12:00 pm prior to the commencement 
of the parade. 
 
Rolling Thunder XIII Parade and Ceremonies will begin with 
a noon .departure from the Pentagon parking lot. The ride to 
the wall will be provided a full police escort. Park as directed 
by the police and park rangers. As soon as you arrive, go di-
rectly to the reflecting pool at the Lincoln Memorial for the 
speakers program. 
 
Later the Rolling Thunder, Inc. National Chapter will present 
flowers at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on behalf of all 
chapter members and Rolling Thunder XIII. 
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VHCMA reunion 
June 19—25 , 2000 
Charlotte, NC 
Hotel Marriot Executive Park 
5700 Westpark Drive 
Charlotte, NC 
1-800-228-9290 
1-704-527-9650 
 
VHPA reunion 
June 30th—July 4th, 2000 
host hotel (sold out) 
Renaissance Hotels and Resorts 
999 9th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-898-9000 
 
overflow hotel #1 (sold out) 
Marriott Metro Center 
775 12th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-737-2200 
 
overflow hotel #2 (available) 
Grand Hyatt 
1000 H Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-582-1234 
 
overflow hotel #3 (available) 
JW Marriott Hotel 
1331 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20004 
1-202-393-2000 
 

101st Abn Week of the Eagles 
June 6th — 10th 
 
Econo-Lodge   (primary hotel for 158th) 
2916 Fort  Campbell Boulvard 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
1-270-886-5242 
Exit 89 I-24 North on US41 
 
Holiday Inn  (secondary hotel for 158th) 
2910  Fort Campbell Boulvard 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
1-270-886-4413 
 

Year 2000 Reunion Hotels  

Air Show at Rucker 
from a post to VHFCN 

The Army Aviation Heritage Foundation (www.armyav.
org) will fly it's "Fleet" at Cairns Army Airfield, Ft. 
Rucker, AL, on Armed Forces Day, 20 May 00. 
 
Gates will open at 9 am and the Air Show will start at 
12 noon. The AAHF will fly their L-4 "Grasshopper", L-
19 "Bird Dog", T-41, T-42, OH-13, OH-23, plus conduct 
an "Airmobile Assault" using a OH-6, AH-1G, UH-1H 
with resupply by their newest addition, a CV-2B 
"Caribou", in the colors of the 61st Aviation Company. 
 
The AAHF is dedicated to "Preserving the Heritage of 
Army Aviation Professionals and Aircraft". Based at 
Tara Field, 506 Mt. Pleasant Road, Hampton, GA 
30228, adjacent to the Atlanta Motor Speedway south of 
Atlanta, off Hwy 19/41, AAHF normally provides public 
access during weekday business hours. please phone 
770-897-0444 to ensure that an AAHF member will be 
available for the "tour". 
 
Contact AAHF directly for membership information. 
Individuals yearly: $36, Individuals Lifetime: $400, As-
sociations: $48 yearly, Businesses: $120 yearly.  
 
 

Rolling Thunder XIII 
from Rolling Thunder web site 



♦ VHPA National Headquarters 
5530 Birdcage St., Suite 200 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621 
800 505-VHPA  voice 
916 966-8743 fax 
HQ@vhpa.org e-mail 

♦ Ohio River LZ Chapter 
Bob Hamilton 
7407 Sunset Lane 
Crestwood, KY 40014 
502 241-9096 
captbob757@aol.com 

♦ Great Lakes Chapter 
John Becker, President 
1337 N. Wilke Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

♦ North Carolina Chapter 
Alan Hoffman, President 
210 Harrell St. 
Greenville, NC 27858 
albarb@greenvillenc.com 

VHCMA 
Vietnam Helicopters  
Crewmembers Association 

Organizations 
To join or contact 

VHPA 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 
Association 

♦ VHCMA 
P.O. box 752592 
Memphis, TN 38175-2592 
800 842-6201  
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♦ Fort Wolters Chapter 
Charles Bogle, President 
P.O.Box 461 
Mineral Wells, TX 76068-0461 
817 735-4713 
csbogle@flash.net 
newsletter@fwcvhpa.org 

♦ VHPA of Florida 
Martin Heuer, President 
825 Seven Ave. 
Peter O. Night Airport 
Tampa, FL 33606 
813 251-6976 
www.vhpaf.org 

♦ California Chapter North 
Ken Kinne, President 
101 S. Brewer Road 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916 645-1553 
kkinne2427@aol.com 

♦ Mid America Chapter 
Gary Wineteer, President 
2800 W. North Shore Lane 
Columbia, MO 65202 
573 875-2682 
warlord@aol.com 

♦ Mid-South Chapter 
Charles Bell, President 
c/o FCC, Inc. 
5123 Virginia Way, Suite C-13 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615 371-0600 
r-rainwater@juno.com 
www.angelfire.com/tn/msvhpa 

♦ Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Walter Winters, President 
1383 Paris Circle 
Parker, CO 80314 

♦ Southern Nevada Chapter 
Lad Vaughan, President 
702 661-0387 
cavlad31@aol.com 

♦ Georgia Chapter 
Woody McFarlin Jr., President 
515 Mars Hill Road 
Powder Springs, GA 30127-4310 
770 218-1704 
the.woody@mindspring.com 

101st Abn DivAssn. 

♦ Headquarters 
P.O. Box 101 
State route 41 
Bentonville, OH 45105 
937 549-4326 voice 
937 549-2018 fax 

VHFCN-FCC 
Family Contacts Committe 

Heli-Vets 

VHFCN 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew 
Network 

♦ Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
www.vhfcn.org  

♦ Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
http://rattlers.org/heli-vets/  

♦ Helps make connections between 
family members of MIA KIA and 
helicopter veterans. 

♦ Gary Thewlis  
5755 San Juan Way 
Pleasanton, CA 94566-7736 
925 484-3578 
vhfcncontactrep@home.com 

♦ Rolling Thunder®, Inc.  
National Office 
Chapter 1, New Jersey 
Artie Muller, President 
(908) 369-5439 after 6:00 p.m. 
P.O. Box 216 
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853 

♦ Ripcord Report 
Quarterly newsletter 
Chuck Hawkins 
1407 Love Point Rd. 
Stevensville, MD 21666 
410 643-8807 
HERO_Library@msn.com 

♦ Reunion Info. 
Fred Spaulding 
7702 White Dove Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN 46256 
317 849-3969 

Ripcord Association 

Rolling Thunder 
MIA-POW issues 



                                                                                                                                                                                           1     2     3 
How to read the reunion attendance data. 
Column 1 = 101st reunion at Ft Campbell, KY                                        N = no 
Column 2 = VHCMA reunion in Charlotte, NC                                       M = maybe 
Column 3 = VHPA reunion in Washington, DC                                       Y = yes 
                                                                                                                   blank = no response 

Lancer Morning Report 
Found 
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Name Dates e-mail Address 1 2 3 
Anderson, Donald 69-70 threeandersons@earthlink.net Bellingham, WA N N N 
Archer, Andy 70-71 aarcher@speedynet.net N. Canton, OH N N Y 
Archer, Bob 70 bob49er@yahoo.com Mountain View, CA N N N 
Ashman, Raymond 69-70 jakespl@megabits.net Cocoa, FL N N N 
Balisok, Russell 68-69 balisoklaw@hotmail.att.net Toluca Lake, CA    
Barber, Stephen 69 bam1@bellsouth.net     
Beyer, Athony 71 tonybeyer@yahoo.com Williamsport, TN Y N M 
Bignotti, Robert A. 71 e-mail me for address Commerce Township, MI    
Bowman, Gary 71 gbowman@verinet.com Loveland, CO N N N 
Brown, Bill 70-71 DarleneBrown@email.msn.com Hamilton, OH    
Brownell, Steve 69 sabrownell@earthlink.net  Irvine, CA N N N 
Bulmer, Jeffery 71 e-mail me for address Lincroft, NJ    
Busby, Danny 69-70 dbusby@compuwise.net Decatur, TX Y N N 
Bush, Daniel 70 strokett@aol.com Bay City, MI    
Camia, Dante 71 e-mail me for address Greensboro, NC    
Carrier, Clippert 68-69 e-mail me for address Blairsville, GA    
Cass, Jim 70 e-mail me for address Fairbanks, AK    
Catzoela, Manual 70-71 e-mail me for address Houston, TX    
Chandler, Jerry 69 e-mail me for address Fayetteville, GA    
Cole, Paul A. 70-71 pcole@shelbynet.net Shelbyville, IN    
Crimm, Steve 71 steve@stephenscott.com Rosewell, GA N N Y 
Dalton, Duane H. 69 dalton14@ix.netcom.com Denver, CO    
Decker, Doug 71 dougd43@hotmail.com Tacoma, WA N N Y 
Delong, Tim 69-70 DelongT@Cmconnect.net Troy, MI    
Dietz, Walter 70 DietzW@FSI008.flightsafety.com Houston, TX    
Donaldson, John 70-71 dgraphic@hiway.net Sheffield, TX M M M 
Duesenberry, Robert 69-70 bobjbd@email.msn.com Akron, OH Y N N 
Easterday, Glenn 70-71 easterr@bright.net Circleville, OH N N M 
Farmer, Charles D. 70-71 cd_farmer@yahoo.com Cataula, GA    
Fazio, Joe 69 e-mail me for address Pleasant Hill, CA    
Flagg, Bruce 70-71 bruce_flagg@hotmail.com Taegu Amer. School , APO N N M 
Fordyce, John 70 badattitude33@hotmail.com Lebanon, PA    
Fuller, Walt 70 micminwn@futureone.com Wickenburg, AZ N N N 
Gilliam, Randy 69-70 lancer653@aol.com Arlington, TX Y N N 
Gow, Lindsay 69 hoverdude@earthlink.net Anaheim, CA N N N 
Grabbon, Charles 70-71 charles.p.grabon@bhcfield.honeywell.com  Ocoee, FL N N N 
Griffith, Bill 68-69 Bill.Griffth@charleston.af.mil Summerville, SC    
Guest, Donald  e-mail me for address Micaville, NC    
Guindon, Larry 71 e-mail me for address Wyoming, MI M N N 
Herold, David 69 AL@ALHEROLD.COM Charlotte, NC M N N 

Note: If you do not have e-mail, you can write or phone David or me for contact information.  
Our address and phone numbers are on the back page. 
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Found 

Herold, David 69 AL@ALHEROLD.COM Charlotte, NC M N N 
Herstine, Thomas 69 tommw@uswest.net Portland, OR N N N 
Hester, Eddie 69-70 hester@direction.net Rescue, CA M N N 
Horne, Jerry 70-71 e-mail me for address Wiggins, MS    
Irvine, Seldon D. “Ted” 69-70 L3399@ij.net Dunedin, FL M N N 
Jacobi, Mike 70-71 mjacobi@piperrealty.com Kansa City, KS N N Y 
Kain, Mike 70-71 KAINJ@LEAVENWORTH.ARMY.MIL Bonner Springs, KS    
Kenner, Reginald 69-70 redgmail@lightspeed.net Bakersfield, CA M M N 
Koebnick, Robert 70-71 e-mail me for address Harker Heights, TX    
Lane, Dana 71 Lancer55@aol.com Portland, ME    
Lanier, Dan 69-70 danlan@vegasnet.net Kula Maui, HI    
Lee, Darrell 71 e-mail me for address Muskegon, MI    
Logan, Sam 69-70 SAMLOG@aol.com Huntsville, AL    
Maddox, Orbie 69-70 Orbinsky@msn.com Garland, TX N N N 
Marr, Glenn 70-71 gmarr1212@aol.com Gardner, NV    
Martin, Dan 68-70 dmartin@state.mt.us Helena, MT N N N 
Martin, David 69 Damartin@TTACS.TTU.EDU Lubbock, TX N N N 
McCharen, E 69-70 e-mail me for address Lafayette, LA    
McFarlin, Tommie 71-72 thereiwas@juno.com Claremore, OK M N N 
McGee, Tom 68-70 apache@micron.net Caldwell, ID Y N N 
Meyers, Stephen 69-70 e-mail me for address Bellevue, WA    
Milberger, Allan 70-71 al-milberger@worldnet.att.net Pensacola, FL    
Monroe, Mike (Ben) 69-71 lancer013@aol.com Muncie, IN    
Moore, Larry  e-mail me for address Reading, CA    
Mussey, David 68-69 lancer653CE@earthlink.net El Paso, TX Y N N 
Myers, Russell 71 Rust1950@aol.com  Harrison, OH    
Nesmith, Bruce 68-70 nesmith@pickens.net Daphine, AL    
Nowlin, Charles 70 e-mail me for address San Antonio, TX N N N 
Olsson, Roger 68-69 olsson@primenet.com Prescott, AZ N N N 
Parks, Gene 68-70 fivestar@geneparks.com Emmett, ID    
Pasquarelli, Tim 70-71 tpas7746@corp.newmont.com Golden, CO M N M 
Patrick, Robert 69-70 e-mail me for address Hartford, AL M N N 
Peeples, Ben 70 bpeeples@nations.net Charleston, SC    
Pegg, Dan 69-70 dppegg@aol.com Jasper, TN    
Phillips, Paul 69 e-mail me for address Elkton, VA M N N 
Plyman, Steve 71- sp0550@ameritech.net Justice, IL N M N 
Pusey, Hunter B. 70 e-mail me for address Parsonsburg, MD    
Ratcliff, Jim 69-70 FC200@aol.com Coppel, TX    
Roach, Robert 71 ROACHR1@mindspring.com Shawnee, KS    
Roberts, Steve 70-71 SJR77@aol.com Knoxville, TN M N M 

Name Dates e-mail Address 1 2 3 

                                                                                                                                                                                           1     2     3 
How to read the reunion attendance data. 
Column 1 = 101st reunion at Ft Campbell, KY                                        N = no 
Column 2 = VHCMA reunion in Charlotte, NC                                       M = maybe 
Column 3 = VHPA reunion in Washington, DC                                       Y = yes 
                                                                                                                   blank = no response 

Note: If you do not have e-mail, you can write or phone David or me for contact information.  
Our address and phone numbers are on the back page. 
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Found 

Rosenbaum, Paul 71 e-mail me for address Roseville, MI Y M M 
Ruck, Lance 70-71 leruck@elp.rr.com El Paso, TX N N Y 
Shea, Dan 68-70 VNE120K@aol.com Santa Paula, CA    
Small, George 70-71 flygolfme@alaweb.com   Ozark, AL M N N 
Smith, Curtis 70-71 Kirbysmith@worldnet.att.net Bradenton, FL    
Smith, David 69-70 e-mail me for address Aliso Viejo, CA    
Smith, Tom 70-71 tom_smith@stricom.army.mil Oviedo, FL    
Souza, Dennis 70 lancer7684@uswest.net Vancouver, WA N N N 
Stark, Billy 70 e-mail me for address Rosiclare, IL M N N 
Strassman, David 70-71 e-mail me for address Madison, WI    
Stroud, Bob 68-69 uh1stroud@uswest.net Gilbert, AZ N N N 
Turney,Don 69-71 WMT76245@aol.com Gordonville, TX M N N 
Walker, Bill 70-71 Billwalker17@cs.com Centerville, OH N N M 
Webb, Ken 70 kjwebb@vol.com Jasper, TN N N M 
White, Mark 71-72 SKYMARK340@aol.com Charleston, WV    
Whitty, Gary 70-71 gwhitty@prodigy.net Memphis, TN M N Y 
Willman, Terry 69-70 CC641@aol.com Phoenix, AZ    
Wynn, Harold 70-71 SmithWynn@aol.com Diamond, MO N N N 
Yates, Gary 70-71 gary@ecom.net Conoga Park, CA N N N 

Name Dates e-mail Address 1 2 3 

                                                                                                                                                                                           1     2     3 
How to read the reunion attendance data. 
Column 1 = 101st reunion at Ft Campbell, KY                                        N = no 
Column 2 = VHCMA reunion in Charlotte, NC                                       M = maybe 
Column 3 = VHPA reunion in Washington, DC                                       Y = yes 
                                                                                                                   blank = no response 

Note: If you do not have e-mail, you can write or phone David or me for contact information.  
Our address and phone numbers are on the back page. 

Found / Looking For 
by Gary Whitty 

Thanks to all that sent copies of their old orders and to 
those that sent a list of names to look for. The Looking 
For list has grown due to your help. If you know of any 
Lancers not on the Found or Looking For list, please 
send their name, mos, tour dates, and home of record. I 
now have SSNs for about two thirds of the list.  
 
The Died after Tour list was constructed using SSNs 
and the SSN death index dated 1995. There is a good 
possibility that some have died after 1995 and some 
that I do not have SSNs for should be added to this list. 
Time does require a toll and some Lancers are flying 
west. 
 
By using the online phone directory, I have been able to 
locate a few more Lancers. This only works if there are 

very few with the same name or the home of record is 
know. If you know the home of record for anyone on the 
list, please send it to me. This is one bit of information 
that helps narrow down the phone number list.  

 
The best way to find fellow Lanc-
ers is through SSNs. We need the 
help of anyone that can either ac-
cess or that can tell us how to le-
gally access a SSN data base to 
retrieve addresses. Without the 
ability to find addresses from a 
SSN data base, most of the names 
on the Looking For list will not be 
found. 

You can help find all former Lancers: by send-
ing copies of old orders, by sending names along with 
mos, tour dates and home town, by helping us gain ac-
cess to a SSN data base.  
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Looking For 
Anderson, Glenn J. 

Andrews, Robert T. 

Anthony, James 

Bailey, “Beetle” 

Barnett, Burnam J. 

Basham, Michael W. 

Beard, Barry 

Berquest, Richard 

Berry, Daniel R. 

Bishop, Ron J. 

Boyd, Keith 

Bradshaw, Richard W. 

Brandy, Charles M. 

Brazil, Carl A. 

Bullock, Don E. 

Carpenter, Stanely H. 

Cartier, Gerald D. 

Castleberry, Donovan 

Castro, Pedro A. 

Cawthorne, William  

Clegg, James E. 

Cobb, Michael L. 

Cofer, Clarence R. 

Combs, Glenn G. 

Corners, Alvin A. 

D’Agostino, Pete 

Dalrympel, Calistus,P 

De Lacruz, Francisco 

Doclos, Dennis P. 

Dorris, Michael G. 

Dorris, Mike 

Dowling, Jackie L. 

Durham, Charles M. 

Durham, Charles M. 

Dyal, George E. 

Egrie, Julius G. 

Ellison, Edward V. 

Eubank, Ronald A. 

Felisberto, John 

Ferraro, Dennis A. 

Fisher, Robert B. 

Fletcher, James W. 

Fort, Kenneth R. 

Fries, Gerald P. 

Fritz, Kenneth R. 

Giles, Troy W. 

Graves, Oliver G. 

Gulick, Glenn R. 

Haglund, Dave R. 

Hall, George E. 

Hardy, R.T. 

Harrison, David J. 

Haskell, Bruce B. 

Heier, Larry J. 

Hight, Roger W. 

Hodder, Lloyd E. 

Holden, Robert 

Holte, Kenneth L. 

Hornsby, Clifford R. 

Ihier,Michael D. 

Jackson, Arthur H. 

Jenkins, Richard L. 

Jenkins, Richard L. 

Jones, Richard A. 

Kempf, Kenneth, E. 

Kempton, Larry 

Kerley, Larry W. 

Koch, Terry R. 

Kurger, ? 

Lamiell, James M. 

Lassiter, William 

Lattie, Charles F. 

Lenick, Mark 

Leszczynski, Francis 

Lewis, Ira L. 

Loden, Frank E. 

Long, Roger L. 

Longanecker, Robert L 

Lotz, Larry R. 

Mallard, Mark R. 

Mayson, Eddie E. 

Mc Kee, Charles E. 

Mc Mullen, Lyle D. 

McAtee, 

McGarr, John 

McKay, Larry J. 

McKinney, John R. 

McPherson, Bruce 

Mendiola,Manuel 

Mesner, John 

Miller, Jack 

Montgomery,Nicholas 

Morgan, Kenneth J. 

Murphy, Peter F. 

Myatt, Arthur C. 

Myatt, Arthur C. 

Neal, 

Nichols, “Nick” 

Novak, Leonard G. 

Odell, Jimmy 

Pavero, Joseph J. 

Pelz, Kenneth E. 

Peterson, Dale K. 

Peterson, Franklin G. 

Phillippe, James R. 

Powell, Ronald 

Powers, Richard 

Rhodes, Edward A. 

Richardson, P.G. 

Rogerson, William W. 

Romer, John M. 

Runion, Gary P. 

Russel, Roger E. 

Sakenes, Edward P. 

Scarlett, John E. 

Scherf, Michael S. 

Seiker, Thomas H. 

Seiker, Thomas H. 

Shaffer, Wayne R. 

Shaffer, Wayne R. 

Shannon, Frank 

Smith, Charles H. 

 

Smith, Leslie G. 

Smith, Silas L. 

Snider, Ronald P. 

Solomon,Milton W. 

Sparkman, Richard L. 

Stick, Larry A. 

Straub, Mark T. 

Sweeney, John J. 

Taft, Earnest H 

Taylor, Ed 

Taylor, Tommy L. 

Teter, Wayne R. 

Thomas, Vadie R. 

Thornton, Tommy W. 

Thorton, James E. 

Toarmina, Tony 

Voignnier, Clifford 

Ward, Merle L. 

Washington, Robert 

West, David 

Williams, John L. 

Williams, Sammuel O. 

Wilson, David E. 

Wolfe, Eddie E. 

Wray, Carl R. 

Wright, Gilbert 

Yancey, Doyle G.W. 

McGarr, John 

Weiland, Richard 
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Smith, Arthur W. 22 Apr 1969 

Dorsey, James R. Jr. 26 Apr 1969 

Cox, Micheal M. 03 Sep 1969 

Hughes, Carl P. 03 Sep 1969 

Screen, Marvin E. 03 Sep 1969 

Sutton, Ben F. 03 Sep 1969 

Lyon, James M. 06 Feb 1970 

Burton, James E. 03 Mar 1970 

Hernandez, Frank S. 06 May 1970 

Kirk, Robert L. 06 May 1970 

Weiss, William C. 06 May 1970 

Worthington, Richard C. 06 May 1970 

Barry, George F. 23 May 1970 

Miller, Eugene S. 23 May 1970 

Perkins, Stephen J. 23 May 1970 

Vaught, William H. 23 May 1970 

Evanoff, Alvin L. 06 Dec 1970 

Taylor, Walter J. Jr. 06 Dec 1970 

Anderson, Charles R. 03 Mar 1971 

Sgambati, Paul A. 03 Mar 1971 

from Russ Balisok 
 
Flight:  
I have two little stories to tell: Here is one. It is a story 
about our first Lancer Kilo, and about the reason it hap-
pened. The second one leads up to Hamburger Hill and 
focuses on the role of the commander of 3 Battalion, 
187th Infantry in that debacle. 
  
Here is the first. I will work on the next story, which is 
longer and more difficult to tell because of its emotional 
(for me) content.  
 
Why do [some] bad things happen?  
Like most of you, I have struggled with the remains of 
my Viet-Nam days for many years. It wasn't that people 
I know or cared about were injured or died. Or that I 
saw perfectly fine young men killed and thrown onto my 
aircraft like gear. War is war and war is hell. One of the 
things that has plagued me, of course, was the thought 

(Continued on page 30) 

JAMES R DORSEY JR 
Our second KIA 

Deceased 
Died during tour 

A Hero's Spirit 
 

Heros Hide Their Fears 
But Share Their Tears 

But Cry From Their Heart 
Before They Part With The Earth 

And Yet Their Crys 
Stay In Our Lives Forever 

 
By John Gilliam 

10 years old at time of writing 1998 

SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular  
101st Airborne Division  

22 year old Married, Negro, Male 
Born on Jul 13, 1946 

From CLEMENTS, MARYLAND 
Length of service 4 years. 

His tour of duty began on Jan 25, 1969 
Casualty was on Apr 26, 1969 

in THUA THIEN, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, HELICOPTER - CREW 

AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND  
Body was recovered  

Religion 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Panel 26W - - Line 53 

Remembrances of  
Arthur W. Smith 
Our first KIA 
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(Continued from page 29) 
that perhaps I could have done something I did not do, 
etc., etc. I have come to terms with most of that. 
  
Another issue has been the knowledge that many deaths 
occurred solely because of -- the predictable the result 
of -- some extremely incompetent commanders making 
incomprehensible "command decisions." Why did these 
bad things happen? And why were we so often plagued 
with incompetent commanders?  
 
The thought first occurred to me after one day at Cam 
Lo, which was the day Lancers sustained our very first 
kilo. This was about 6 days prior to Sergeant Dorsey's 
death (the second kilo) and Steve Brownell's injury. Here 
was the situation. We had about 18 aircraft involved in 
an assault a few clicks south of the DMZ in rolling hills 
just north and west of Cam Lo. Marine aircraft had one 
landing zone, and we had a second. The plan was to put 
in about 450 ARVN troops, for some purpose (???). Well, 
as luck would have it, Lancers completed our lift in 
about 4 sorties, by about 10:30 a.m., but the Marines lost 
an aircraft on the ground to a command detonated mine 
(golly, where did that come from?) on the first sortie into 
their LZ. The result? The marines packed up and went 
home.... Blacked out the whole grid coordinate on their 
map. The other result? We parked our aircraft near Cam 
Lo and waited for orders regarding the failed Marine in-
sertion of ARVN troops. We stood around for hours while 
with the Air Group Commander (O-6), our Battalion 
Commander (O-5) and Company commander (O-4) (in 
contact with Division command) standing around 
scratching various parts of their anatomy trying to fig-
ure out what to do. Finally the decision was made, 
probably by the person least able to make that decision, 
the Commanding General of the Division or his ops offi-
cer back at Eagle. It was decided.... Anyone want to 
guess? Yep. Lancers would complete the operation start-
ing late in the day.  
 
Here is how it went: 
First Platoon (my platoon) was sent home, as only one 
platoon was needed for the mission. Our illustrious com-
pany commander picked my platoon to go because our 
aircraft were parked at the front of the LZ. (Of course 
there were no trees anywhere within clicks of Cam Lo, 
but perhaps he couldn't see the LZ from the trees. Any-
way, at my urging First Platoon's Ben Peeples stayed 
with the flight as medevac chase aircraft. He had just 
come over from the Comancheros and was our most ex-
perienced pilot. Just before dark, the artillery prep on 
the LZ from QT missed the LZ by about 200 meters, and 
John Scarlett and Bob Stroud led Second Platoon in any-
way, but another command detonated mine blew up 

close enough to kill their crew. John and Bob were badly 
burned (no nomex in country yet!) and the rest of the 
night was spent trying to get them out while being raked 
with small arms and machine gun fire from a nearby 
hillside bunker complex. Ben Peeples successfully picked 
up the downed crew after Stroud used his army surplus 
mirror and the little light left in the day to signal Ben, 
and used an ARVN fm radio taken from the dead to es-
tablish radio contact. On hearing his call sign, our O-4 
responded... "Oh, hey, you're still alive?" I am sure that 
Stroud has a better recall of these events. I heard some 
on the net from Lancer ops and from after action reports.  
So, how did this happen? Of course, you should know 
that our first battalion commander had not had a com-
mand since Korea. He was an infantry officer with a fine 
record as a staff officer. Long on paperwork, short on 
command experience and ability. He cut a dashing little 
figure at cocktail parties. 
  
How did our battalion commander with no experience, 
either as a commander or as an aviator, get the impor-
tant and choice command of a line aviation battalion? 
Good question. 
  
Here is the answer:  
The officer in charge of Infantry Officer Aviation assign-
ments in the Pentagon was Lt. Col. Kastner. Kastner 
himself succeeded our first Battalion Commander. When 
he came in we were badly in need of leadership, but the 
Battalion paperwork was in first rate order. Kastner had 
command ability, and no need to worry about paper-
work. He was perfectly positioned to make the most of 
his Viet-Nam opportunity to build his career. Once I 
learned that Kastner would replace as Battalion com-
mander, it occurred to me that Kastner had been able to 
use his influence to select his predecessor, and thus en-
hance the chances of a successful (in contrast to his 
predecessor) tour as commander. A friend of mine Billy 
Higgins, who was Battalion S-1, confirmed my specula-
tion. When Kastner arrived, he was roundly greeted as 
the fine officer he was, at least by comparison to his 
predecessor. Make sense?  
 
But at what cost did Kastner use his influence to select 
the unqualified man he would succeed to enhance his 
own career opportunity? In my mind, at least, we paid 
the price late that afternoon at Cam Lo, and many times 
over and over. One thing is sure...Bob Stroud remembers 
that day much better than I.  
Seems odd, isn't it, after some 31 years to be carrying 
around this stuff?  
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from David Mussey 
 
Russ,  
Thanks for sharing that story with us. For me person-
ally, it helps by filling a few holes in my memory about 
that day. I still have difficulty with that day at Cam Lo 
as our first KIA was a very close friend. Arthur W. "Root 
Beer" Smith and I came up from maintenance, to be 
Crew Chiefs together. We almost lost our jobs as CEs 
shortly after getting them because of an AWOL incident 
when we were out in California preparing the aircraft 
for shipment to Vietnam. But that is another story to 
tell latter on. 
 
What I remember most of that time period is that we 
had just gotten permission, a few days before, to name 
our birds. Just a name of our choosing, no drawings of 
any kind and it had to be on the outside bulkhead be-
tween the AC and crew compartments. I had named my 
ship "The Green Messiah" and Root Beer had named his 
"The Time Machine". And all these years I still try to 
convince myself that if he had only chosen another 
name. 
  
Being an enlisted man, as with all of us who were, we 
had our opinions about our leadership. But from the 
enlisted perspective we often did not know enough about 
what was really going on at times. You who were closer 
to the top levels of leadership, I think, were privileged to 
know more and could better evaluate what was really 
happening around us at times. But that same privilege 
is also the cross one bears for the times that he knew 
better but could do nothing about it. 
  
It is not odd that you have been carrying all this around 
for so long. We all are carrying something around and 
the whole intent of this group is to express openly, to 
those who can understand, our feelings. We share our 
sorrows and joys with brothers who have experienced 
the same things.  
Thanks again Russ,  
David Mussey 
 
 
 
 
from Bob Stroud 
Russ & Flight: 
I remember most of the events of that day, however 
many years, 31 in April, seem to cloud the focus adjust-
ment. I still recall going into the LZ, which happened to 
be the only clearing on that ridgeline where a helicopter 

could land. The thought did run through my mind that 
the NVA were probably waiting for some stupid imperi-
alistic dog of a helicopter pilot to land on their turf. The 
days leading up to this event were just as impressive to 
us. We had already started doing the CCN missions, 
which were always good for a few rounds of festive 
partying from our little yellow- skinned friends. 
 
Back to Cam Lo. After the aircraft was hit and the fire 
started we got everyone out that we could. John was 
badly burned and the door gunner was slightly burned 
and had pieces of shrapnel in his ass. The force of the 
explosion drove it through the transmission island and 
into him. We managed to get off the top of the hill and 
into some small trees. We were in a bad place and we 
had to do something or it was going to get a lot worse. As 
Russ said, I managed to get a PRC90 from one of the 
ARVN troops. Established contact and was surprise to 
hear our dapper little 05 say, “we can’t afford to send in 
another aircraft to pick you up”. SAY WHAT! That’s 
right, as far as he was concerned, see ya, hope every-
thing turns out ok for you. 
 
I could not believe what I just heard. As I looked up all I 
could see were aircraft flying circles around the LZ at 
different altitudes and opposite directions, what a clus-
ter. As it turns out one of the gun drivers told the 05 to 
pack his shit and get the hell out of the AO. As Russ said 
I had a signal mirror in my pocket and I used it mark 
our position for the guns. We were pretty mush in deep 
shit and it was going down hill fast. The NVA were all 
over the place and just about any place the guns shot 
they hit something. Russ, I still have that mirror and I 
carried it on every flight until I retired in 1992. 
 
The 05 and 04 were useless. The CPT’s, LT’s and War-
rants are running the show. Anyway I guess a Marine 
CH-46 driver could not stand it any more and he landed 
on the hill next to our burned UH-1 and we limped and 
hoppled up the hill to get the hell out of there. I remem-
ber as we were departing the hill a lot of holes were ap-
pearing in the skin of the aircraft just in front of me. Boy 
somebody was really pissed at us. There is more to this 
story and I will get my thoughts together and sent it 
along. 
  
  Bob Stroud 
Lancer 68-69 
  
 
 
 



 

PAGE 32 LANCERS VOLUME 1 ,  ISSUE 2 

 

from David Mussey 
 
Flight,  
The other day I replied to Russ's mail about his memo-
ries of Arthur "Root Beer" Smith. I hinted to a story of 
the time when Root Beer and I were AWOL. Here is the 
story as I recall. It is one of those stories someone asked 
about the Lancers before we had gotten to Vietnam.  
As a preface to the story, we had just completed our mis-
sion at Sharpe Army Depot preparing our ships for ship-
ment to Nam. There are actually two other interesting 
stories out of our flight across the Southwest to Califor-
nia. Perhaps Russ may write about the flight's journey 
through Gorman Pass, CA.. Other than Root Beer and 
myself, all names have been left out.  
Here goes, Dave.  
We had completed our mission a few days ahead of 
schedule and were given the opportunity to take a few 
days of leave if we went farther than the Frisco Bay 
area. I, being from LA, saw a chance to visit with my 
Dad once more before leaving for overseas. Root Beer 
had a sister in the LA area and elected to also take some 
leave. We were issued regular leave passes with verbal 
instructions that we must return to the Stockton area by 
1800 hours that following Sunday evening. Root Beer 
and I traveled together and when we checked on the 
flight schedule for the return trip we had to make a 
choice. We could catch a noon flight that would get us 
back by 1 pm but cut off some of our time with family. 
We could also catch a 6 pm flight and be back by 7 pm, 
after our verbal return time. We had calculated that no 
one would be the wiser as we only had to be in the Stock-
ton area by 6 pm and didn’t have to sign in until mid-
night. Although violating orders, we were comfortable 
that we’d pull it off without a problem. 
About 5 pm on that Sunday, Root Beer and I were arriv-
ing at the airport to board our plane back to Stockton. 
And at the same time a plane that had just left the run-
way crashed into the ocean closing down the airport. 
This event disrupted the day for many passengers sit-
ting at the airport. We were told that it was unsure as to 
when the airport would be opened to traffic again, but 
all passengers could board their flights as soon as rescue 
operations were completed. We were in a pickle. 
Knowing that we would not make it back to Stockton 
even by midnight, I decided to call the OIC at his hotel 
and explain what had happened and that we were stuck 
in LA for the duration. The group was scheduled to leave 
for Carson the next morning. The Lt. told me to wait out 
the situation and call back at 10 pm for an update and 
farther instructions. As a precaution, Root Beer and I 
also reported to the Airport Military Police to prevent 

from being declared AWOL. The MP’s issued us provi-
sional passes extending our grace period till we were 
able to report to our unit. It also provided written orders 
that we were to proceed by the most expedient means 
possible to reach our unit. Which, in this case, was still 
to wait out the disaster and catch a plane. My 10 pm call 
to the Lt. had given him enough time to see the news-
casts of the situation at LAX. He had also noted the time 
of the crash and asked me what time our flight was due 
to leave LAX. I spoke the truth and told him that we 
were to leave at 1800 hours, knowing that this was ad-
mitting to disobeying orders. His instructions to us were 
to proceed to San Francisco as soon as possible and to 
meet up with the rest of the unit at the prescribed gate 
for our flight back to Colorado. He also stated that he 
would deal with us upon return to our parent unit. Root 
Beer and I were both Specialists Four on a promotion 
list to SP5. We saw that promotion going down the drain 
and probably being reduced to privates again. Our CO 
being a field grade officer who had the authority to re-
duce us two grades on company level punishment. 
We finally caught a flight to SFO shortly after 2 am and 
met up with the rest of the unit later that morning. The 
Lt. was with his wife and would not even speak to us, 
but his look let us know that he was displeased. Com-
pany formation the next morning was brief as it had 
been raining at Ft. Carson for a couple days. Root Beer 
and I did not see the Lt. in formation and were slightly 
relieved. That was short lived when the 1SGT called our 
names and told us to report to the orderly room after for-
mation. We reported and Top told us to report to the 
Commanding Officer. The jig was up. We knocked and 
walked in when told to do so. I noticed, right away, our 
platoon leaders and platoon sergeants standing beside 
the commander’s desk. We gave our salutes and were 
told to stand at ease. Then the Major nodded toward the 
1SGT, who began by calling "attention to orders", then 
top proceeded to read the orders that had granted Root 
Beer and me our promotions to SP5 while we were on 
our mission to California. After receiving our new 
stripes and congratulations from everyone we were dis-
missed to report back to work. We figured that the Lt. 
had not yet given the commander his report and that 
our promotions would be short lived. The two of us were 
called in to the Lt.’s office a couple days later. He told us 
that he had taken several days leave and was unable to 
file his report before we were promoted. He said that we 
were lucky because he decided to forget the issue in light 
of our promotions and that we had better never cross 
him again. We never did. 
David Mussey 
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Flying West 
Steve Crimm sent this poem by an unknown author 

Deceased 
Died after tour 

FLYING WEST 
 
      I hope there's a place, way up in the sky, 
      Where pilots can go, when they have to die. 
      A place where a guy can buy a cold beer 
      For a friend and a comrade, whose memory is dear; 
 
      A place where no doctor or lawyer can tread , 
      Nor a management type would ere be caught dead; 
      Just a quaint little place, kind of dark, full of smoke, 
      Where they like to sing loud, and love a good joke; 
      The kind of a place where a lady could go 
      And feel safe and protected, by the men she would know. 
 
      There must be a place where old pilots go, 
      When their paining is finished, and their airspeed gets low, 
      Where the whiskey is old, and the women are young, 
      And songs about flying and dying are sung, 
      Where you'd see all the fellows who'd flown west before, 
      And they'd call out your name, as you came through the door. 
      Who would buy you a drink, if your thirst should be bad, 
      And relate to the others, "He was quite a good lad!" 
 
      And then through the mist, you'd spot an old guy 
      You had not seen in years, though he taught you to fly. 
      He'd nod his old head, and grin ear to ear; 
      And say, "Welcome, my son, I'm pleased that you're here." 
      For this is the place where true flyers come, 
      When their journey is over, and the war has been won. 
      They've come here at last to be safe and alone, 
      From the government clerks and the management clone, 
      Politicians and lawyers, the Feds and the noise, 
      Here all hours are happy, and these good ole boys 
      Can relax with a cool one, and a well deserved rest; 
      This is heaven, my son......You've passed your last test!" 
 

Thought you would like to know that D. R. 
"Doc": Smith. Was killed in a car accident about 
a year and a half ago. Doc was a member of 
VHPA and I was looking for his name in the 
directory. When I couldn't find it, I checked in 
the other section " Died after Tour". Found his 
name there. I e-mailed the people at VHPA and 
all they could tell me was that it was reported 
by a relative  and he had died in a car crash in 
California. I used to run into Doc at the UH-1 
simulators at Ft. Knox. He always was good for 
a laugh and some good stories from the old 
days. He was a good guy and I know we all will 
miss him. 

“Doc” Smith 
Tim Delong provided this information. 

Name Born Died 

Boykin, Chester 26 Sep 48 Jul 82 

Bruschi, Arthur T. 06 Feb 48 Jun 82 

Bullerdick, Gary A. 19 Dec 47 Feb 70 

Dail, Emmitt L. 04 May 49 Feb 75 

Dubbs, Willis E. 27 Jan 46 Apr 71 

Estep, Corbett D. 02 Mar 33 Nov 85 

Guadalupe, Esteban 04 Sep 24 Jul 91 

McInis, George W. 06 Mar 49 Oct 82 

Schnedler, Robert L. 11 Nov 45 Nov 86 

Smith, David R. unk unk 

Whitford, Danny C. 25 Nov 49 Jun 83 
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Lancers 

The next issue of Lancers will include two to four pages 
of pictures. Unfortunately I will not be able to produce 
the pages in color. The online version will be in color. 
Please send up to four photos that you would like in-
cluded. If you are not online, I would ask that you send a 
copy of the photo that does not have to be returned. If 
you must send an original, I will do my best to return it. 
I would suggest that you send only one original at a time 
to minimize the loss risk. The online group can send 
photos in jpg format. Be sure to include a short descrip-
tion. 

Issue 3 will focus on the evacuation of Ripcord. FSB Rip-
cord was overrun in July of 70. I am asking all Lancers 
that participated in the evacuation to send your FSB 
Ripcord stories for the Jul/Aug/Sep issue of Lancers. I 
would like to obtain a good photo or series of photos of 
Ripcord. This issue has the contact information for the 
Ripcord Association. Our next issue will have reunion 
details. I am sure any Lancers attending will get a well 
deserved pat on the back. 

Also for our next issue send your stories regarding the 
loss of James Dorsey our second KIA. I would like to 

have a photo and personal stories about James as well 
as stories of the loss incident.  

Our fall issue for Oct/Nov/Dec seems like a logical issue 
to have Thanksgiving and Christmas stories. A directory 
of all Lancers found to date will be included in the fall 
issue. The directory will have complete addresses and 
phone numbers. 

There has been some discussion by the online group 
about the sensitivity of portions of e-mails or stories. Be 
aware that this newsletter is posted on the web for the 
world to see. Keep this in mind when sending your sto-
ries or posting online. In the future I will try to contact 
each person who’s post I am going to use. Please advise 
if there is anything in this or our first newsletter that 
you would like redacted.  

Once again I am asking for your input. Is the newsletter 
going in the right direction? Is there something you 
would like added? I am also asking you to send a short 
story, news item, reunion information or book review. 
Your participation is very important. Your participation 
will add diversity, depth and interest to the newsletter. 

The Newsletter 
by Gary Whitty 


