
The purpose and mission of this newsletter will evolve over 
time as you, the reader, provide input. This is, in fact, your 
newsletter. Your comments, suggestions and input will be the 
content guide.  
 
A newsletter without readers is only good for finishing the 
paper work at the three-hole outhouse. Our most important 
mission at this time is to “Identify and Locate” all Vietnam 
Era B/158th personnel, the readers of this newsletter. 
 
Another important mission will be to provide information to 
“Promote Reunions”. The who, when ,where and what in-
formation needs to be publicized. 
  
Providing “News About our Compatriots” will also be im-
portant. Most of us would like to know the life events of our 
fellow Lancers. 
 
“Collecting and Preserving our History” should be a high 
priority. The stories you tell are part of history not in the ar-
chives. The archives are part of our history you may not have 
seen. 
 
You need to help define and fine-tune our mission. Like the 
re-supply mission that turns into a medevac, this is only the 
start of today’s mission. 
  
Our first mission launch contains the following sections.  
    
Editorial -  Comments from David Mussey and Gary Whitty. 
 
Mail Call - Reader comments and suggestions about the 
newsletter. 
 
News - Anything the Lancers want to convey to the rest of 
the flight. 
 
On the Ground - Stories from the ground troops. Their his-
tory and tactics. 
 
In the Air - Stories, history and tactics of aviation units. 
 

              “Its hot, its hot, damn its hot off the press”  shouts Captain P. 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Newsletter Mission 

Jan/Feb/Mar 2000 Co B 158th Avn Bn 101st Abn Div 

Humor - Short humorous stories, jokes, and cartoons. 
The Huey - Technical data about the Huey. Maintenance, 
flight, and systems.  
 
The Web - Interesting web links and information regarding the 
world wide web. 
 
Book Review – Reviews of any military related book. 
 
Reunions  and Events – The who, what, when, and where. 
 
Organizations – To join or contact. 
 
Lancer Morning Report – Listing of those found, looking for, 
died during tour and died after tour. 
 
Survey Form - Please return.  
  
  



 
 
This newsletter is my small, long overdue thanks to 
all of the Lancers. The ones that cooked our meals 
doing their best with what they had. The mechanics 
that patched the holes and fixed the aircraft over-
night. The supply clerk who procured supplies from 
thin air. The mail clerk delivering a package from 
the world. The flight operations and the man that 
handed us the KY28. The avionics crew that made 
sure the radios worked. All of those in the motor 
pool. The medic. The pilots. Most of all, the ones in 
the back. The DG that kept the M-60s. The CE who 
let me fly his aircraft. To the two in the back who 
kept the main and tail rotors clear. To the two souls 
in back and all Lancers, a very long overdue, I ap-
preciate the job well done and thank you.  
                        Kudos to all Lancers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary Whitty  
Lancer 28 
 
      

Editorial 
by David Mussey and Gary Whitty 
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     Welcome all Lancers to your first issue of the 
“Lancers, Knights of the Roundtable” newsletter. 
In an effort to reach as many Lancers as possible 
this hard copy newsletter and its electronic version 
posted on the Lancer Homepage will, hopefully, be-
come a quarterly event. Our mission and goals, as 
stated on the cover page, is intended to bring to-
gether as many of our Lancers as possible and to 
set up a communication link between all those that 
wish. Please look over our stated mission and pro-
vide feedback. This is a publication about, for and 
by Lancers. It will take input from all who can pro-
vide stories, news and any information of interest 
to keep it alive. If you have anything that you wish 
to share with your brother Lancers, please send it 
to Gary or myself for inclusion in a future edition. 
 
Thank you, 
David B. Mussey 
Lancer 653 CE 
 
 

On the cover by Gary Whitty  
Any resemblance of the man reading the paper to any real 
or fictional person is purely  coincidental. He certainly does 
not look like the real Captain Pasquarelli on page 10. 
 
However, the phrase “Its hot, its hot……” does have its ori-
gin from the real Captain P. on page 10. Hopefully Captain 
P. will send us a short story  of how that phrase came to be 
sung in the Lancer O club. 
 
 

The CCN photo by Gary Whitty 
This photo was given to me by Rick Freeman at the VHPA 
reunion in Jul 99. Rick was a ARA Griffin pilot. I do not 
know if or when he took the picture. 
 
The quality of the photo was not good. I removed some 
scratches using a photo editor. The composition of the pic-
ture is superb. For anyone who has flown a CCN mission, 
this photo is worth the proverbial one thousand words and 
makes the hair on the back of your neck stand up. The fact 
that it is a Lancer aircraft adds to the impact. 
  

David Gary 



The mail clerk would like you to  
fill his basket 

Mail Call 
Comments from the readers. 
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               We pray all is well with you and that you are look-
ing forward to the New Year.  We are excited about what 
God has in store for us.  He has been so faithful. 
 
               This year has gone by so quickly and we have been 
blessed beyond measure.  Our family increased by one this 
year as David married a sweet gal from Wauchula, Florida.  
Jennifer has brought us so much joy and they are two 
happy kids.  The best news is that Joseph Arrington Smith 
will be arriving April 20th.  We’re going to be grandpar-
ents!!!!!!  We are so excited.  In August David and his little 
family will head to Graceville, Florida where David will be 
attending Florida Baptist Theological College as he has 
submitted to God’s call into full time ministry.  It is so 
amazing to see how God is working in their lives.  What a 
joy! 
 
               Tom stays very busy – traveling from time to time 
for the Army and USSOCOM. He loves the challenge of his 
job but also looks forward to time at home and an occa-
sional round of golf with his buddies.  We are very active in 
our church where Tom is a Deacon.  He works quite closely 
with our minister of evangelism on various projects 
throughout the year.  We never cease to be amazed at how 
God works in and around His people. 
 
               I am still with Chick fil-A.  It will soon be three 
years of the hardest work I have ever done.  I am day man-
ager and my day starts at the store at 6 a.m. and I finish at 
3 or 4 in the afternoon.  I work with some of the nicest 
young people, all searching.  I just pray each day that I can 
be an example to these kids. 
 
               Ya’ll have a wonderful Christ filled Christmas and 
know that our prayer for you is a healthy and Happy New 
Year. 
 
                             God bless, 
 
                        Judy and Tom 
 
 

 

News 
From your fellow Lancers. 

Merry Christmas from Our 
Home to Yours………. 
From Tom and Judy Smith 

PAGE 4 LANCERS  VOLUME 1,  I SSUE 1 

Steve Roberts and Family 

Lancers: 
 
I found your site by accident late last week and cannot be-
lieve that so many are in one place. Congratulations to 
Lance Ruck and David Mussey who seemed to be behind 
most of this and to all the others - that I am sure have 
helped. 
 
It is really great seeing so many names from the "trouble" 
of the early '70's. 
 
Lance, here is a picture of my family taken a few years ago, 
the young lady is not mine but a close family friend. My 
sons are Paramedic/Firefighters. 
 
I look forward to talking with each of you in the future af-
ter I read the goings-on for a while. 
 
Steve Roberts 
Lancer 77 

 
 
 
 

Your family photo goes here! 



Flight, 
 
Finally found that family photo. Taken a year and a half 
ago when my daughter (you'll recognize her; she's in the cap 
and gown) graduated high school.  
 
Left to right: some slim and trim 19 year old kid stuck in a 
47 year-old's body, Marcy, Ginger (my patient wife of 26 
years), and Eric. 
  
The kids will be 20 and 23 in January and February of next 
year. Marcy is in the middle of her sophomore year at the 
University of Northern Colorado in Greeley, studying to be 
a teacher (and not to brag, but a 4.0 student), and Eric is 
about to start his final semester as a senior at the Univer-
sity of Colorado in Boulder, studying to be an architect 
(with a 3.6 something GPA). He's also starting grad school 
at CU, Denver in January and will be doing that as well as 
wrapping up his bachelor's degree. So you can tell from all 
of that that I'm broke. And Lance, that is my own hair. 
Every gray one of them. 
 
Hope you are all having a great holiday season. Best wishes 
in the coming year. 
 
Gary Bowman 
Lancer 140 CE 
 
Gary,  
Great photo and a great family. You've got it all with those 
wonderful students "and" a patient wife!  
Best regards,  
Andy  18 

Gary Bowman and Family 
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Sorry, old family photo is up on the wall, the only thing 
scanned is an I-70 billboard photo I maliciously expose 
56,840 daily commuters to. Burp! 
 
Turn this baby around and you'll find a big ass bald spot in 
back, and "little" need for adult diapers, yet. It's about time 
to update the family photo though and in as much as they 
will improve the photo "a lot" I will get it done and send it 
along to you. Mike Jacobi 
 
 
Mike,  
Well there was the one about the Realtor trying to sell the 
LZ to the client, but it was "too GD hot......"  
aa  Andy Archer 

 
 
 
 
 

Your home for sale add goes here! 



Flight: Hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from Whiskers, Lanny, Lana, Lela, and Melissa 
Ruck.  
 
Please put up photos during xmas if you can. I will run 
some of those who are on the list as I can. Family coming 
from CA, FL, and OH for the holidays so I am sure we will 
be very busy. Also must work midnights Sunday thru 
Thursdays. Hang in there and Have a nice day. Lanny - 
Lancer 13 Loved the "GI" and the "engine start up" - great 
stuff! 
Lance Ruck 
 
Hey Lance, 
Great family picture!!!! It's a blessing when the kids turn 
out to look like their mother, isn't it. Same here. 
Merry Christmas. 
Lancer 17 
 
Lance,  
I agree with Bill W. it is really a nice picture of you and 
your family. I can really see the resemblance between 
Whiskers and you. I am trying to find a picture to send of 
me and my better half but the developer always adds too 
much gray hair and takes some of present hair away. Am 
still trying though.  
May you and your family have a Blessed Christmas and 
Happy and prosperous New Year.  
Let us all not forget the real reason for this season !!!  
God Bless Us Everyone.  
Allan & Donna Milberger 
  

Bill Walker and Family 
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That's my lovely and patient bride of 25 years, Denise, our  
oldest, Sara with the lighter hair, Marisa, our middle child,  
with the curly hair, and Michael, our youngest. This picture 
of me is obviously flawed because I am not nearly as old as 
the guy pictured here. 
 
Bill (Byhalia) Walker 
Lancer 17 
Hey guys,  
Thanks for the compliments to my family. And, if I were 
going to get a rug, do you really think I would have picked 
one that looked like this? I was once told that I had "kind 
hair", the kind that grows on the wrong end of a hog. 
 
I was in Colorado for a while after getting back from the 
Round Table. Then, I moved to Memphis to find work and 
lived there for 12 years, traveling heavily for my work. With 
three little ones and a beautiful wife, it was no way to live. 
So, when an opening for a lateral move to Dayton, Ohio, (of 
all places) came open, I jumped at it. It has been one of the 
best decisions of my life. I actually got to be part of my chil-
dren's lives. (they might disagree) 
 
I still work for Carpenter Steel after 28 years as a Special 
accounts Manager. Not too much overnight travel anymore, 
though. 
What does everyone else do? 
17 

Lance Ruck and Family 



Hi flight, 
 
OK....I just took these photos tonight (yes...we cheated and 
opened thepresents a day early). Hope these are helpful. 
 
Back Row: Mom, Dad, Mother-in-law, Father-in-law 
Front Row: wife (Sandy) holding "Macy", Son (Will) 
Behind Camera: me (other picture) 
 
Sandy (SSG) and Will (SGT) are in the same US Army Re-
serve Unit. No, I did not encourage them to join. Sandy can 
retire in 4 years. We were married 15 years when she 
joined. She is also an Army Civilian Tech at the same unit. 
Will has 3 years in....and he also goes to school full time; is 
a disk jockey for a large radio station; and works in retail 
sales. 
 
I don't know what the New Millenium will bring....but let's 
pray that we won't have to strap on our guns again. Peace 
brothers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken 
Lancer 27/Redskin 22 

Steve and Pat Smith, Lady 
With family friend.  
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Ken Webb and Family 

Hi flight, Steve,  

What makes Cobra pilots lose there hair and befriend jolly 
old men?? Seriously, great photo and thanks for sharing the 
season with us again.  
Best regards,  
Andy  18  
 
Andy,  
Steve may have lost his hair from one of the following rea-
sons (I have the same problem):  
1. Too many rockets fired in lifetime....singed hair off.  2. 
Worrying about me....the new guy.  3. Extreme cold weather 
environment created by those horrible ECU (environmental 
control units) in the AH-1G....it froze off.  4. Army chow.  5. 
Navigator skills....scratching head too much.  6. Beer....self-
explanatory.  7. Lack of nookie.  8. Camp Evans VC Barber 
Shop....especially those scalp massages.  9. Too many Coca 
Colas for breakfast (and lunch...and dinner).  10. Worry over 
how many rounds would hit the aircraft from our perimeter 
defense guys at Camp Evans.  

That's about it Andy....could be more logical reasons.  

Sincerely,  Ken Webb  Lancer 27/Redskin 22 



Medal of Honor 
by David Martin 

On The Ground 
Stories, history and tactics of the ground troops. 

 

Silence…the sun is rising…a reflection upon the black granite wall. My eyes are immovable from 

the name Joseph LaPointe Jr., only one of 58,182 present. His name speaks loudly of a story that took 

place in a different time and place. As the visitors walk past, many in awe, many hear stories constrained 

by their knowledge. Many do not hear young Joseph speak… for not all know him. However Joseph’s is a 

bitter sweet story. 

Joseph’s story is not so different from the others gathered this morning. His concern for his fellow 

man paramount in his beliefs. He would even sacrifice his life for his fellow man…if necessary. He has 

become an aid to those in pain. Mending their wounds and comforting them in their time of need. His 

followers include children of the village that have come to know his compassion. It is for these deeds his 

story remains to be heard to this very day. 

You see…Joseph was a conscientious objector of the Vietnam War in 1968. He was drafted into 

the United States Army and choose to serve quietly instead of protesting. When the Army told Joseph take 

up arms against our enemy, Joseph said. “I will not.” What do you do with a soldier that will not bear 

arms? The Army made him a medic, which is where Joseph gained his nickname  “Doc”.  

On June 2, 1969, Doc was tending to countless comrades who had been wounded while, ignoring 

his own wounds. Doc’s compassion for helping his fellow man was paramount in his mind. He continued 

to help those around him until…the end. 

Doc’s passing at age twenty left a widow and an unborn child. He was awarded our nations high-

est military honor, The Congressional Medal of Honor. Speaking from The Wall Doc’s silence today as in 

1969 does not encourage acceptance of the Vietnam War.  
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Lo and Behold, my name was the one drawn from the hat! 
Man, I had never won anything in my life. What a great 
watch. Everyone congratulated me on my good fortune. 
Not until the late 80’s when I was relating that story to my 
kids did it dawn on me that mine was the only name in the 
hat! DUH! I can’t believe it took me so long to realize what 
had occurred. I was choked up for the rest of Christmas. 
 
Anyway, there were a lot of good things that came from our 
experiences there, not the least of which was the opportunity 
to know some of the finest people I have ever met. 
 
Bill Walker Lancer 17 

This story is from e-mail Bill Walker posted to the Lancer 
group.  
 
He (Bill Hovanic) never, ever wore a watch. He knew that 
there was a clock in the aircraft, and someone would always 
tell him where to go, so he did not have to worry about time. 
That changed after he got hit. 
 
When Felisberto and I visited Bill in the hospital after his am-
putation was complete, he was drifting in and out of con-
sciousness. He was in a Quonset type building with several 
other wounded who were awaiting evacuation to Tokyo. The 
building had no windows and very softly lit. Bill complained 
that it was like dusk all the time. As he would drift in and out 
of consciousness, he could not tell how much time had 
passed. He was obviously in a lot of pain too, and just wanted 
to be on his way out. 
 
I had an old Timex watch that my Dad had given me. It was 
probably a $20 watch, and I wore it on one of those stupid 
wide leather wristbands that were really “in” in 69-70. I 
needed another watch anyway, so I just took mine off and put 
it on Bill’s wrist and we left. 
 

When we got outside, Felisberto commented that my giving 
him my watch was really nice. Well hell, any of us would 
have done that. He was a Lancer and a friend. It was a cheap 
old watch anyway, and I did plan on getting a nicer one as 
soon as I had a chance to get to the PX. 
 
We flew long hours that week as usual, because the area 
around Ripcord remained very active. Late one afternoon 
when I got in from flying, one of the guys yelled to me to 
hurry to the Officer’s Club because a drawing was being held 
for a really nice watch. What a coincidence! I needed a watch, 
and here was an opportunity to win one that would certainly 
have been more expensive than one that I would buy myself. 
When I got to the club, I was told that someone had already 
put my name in the hat, and that I could just pay them back 
later for the “chance”. 

In the Air 
Stories, history and tactics of the aviation units. 

Bill Walker Wins Watch 
by Bill Walker 
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“Well hell, any of us would 

 have done that.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want your story for this space! 



est, it came right up out of the LZ just as we were touching 
down!" 
 
"Yes, they win the pot. We know you came in with 84 holes 
yesterday, but the pot was started today!" 
 
"What's that little red light mean about "External Power 
Unit?" 
 
"OK, Mister Walker, explain again how you got the VSI 
needle to hit the little peg!" "Now how much right pedal 
was that again?" 
 
"Coach, where's your left cargo door?" 
 
"Well, when you paint your clear visor black to use it as an 
instrument hood, it makes it very difficult to see the instru-
ments! Helloooo!!" 
 
"OK, remember Peter Pilot, this red belt lookin' thing must 
be untied and the crew chief standing in front of you hold-
ing up this hook thingy before you pull this trigger 
whachamacallit!" 
 
"Bring me a gallon of rotar wash and three feet of flight 
line!" 
 
Cowtail Charlie! 
 
Lookin' through the greenhouse! 
 
Steppin' through the greenhouse! 
 
Crew chief with a Zippo at the exhaust, door gunner run-
ning and pushing the blade, pilot yelling "CONTACT!", and 
FNG pax looking for another ride! 
 
Crew chief heating his beanie weinies in the exhaust! 
 
The Pink House in Hue and a virgin SP4! And a certain 
Captain that deserted his crew when the MPs came! 
 
An anchor disappearing from someone's club and a near 
capsized jeep! That same certain Captain involved again! 
 
Some fruit cake guy with a cape running across hootch 
roofs yelling, "Chicken Man, Chicken Man!" 
 
And other odd assorted stuff!! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Cajamarca, 
Peru. 
 
Tim Pasquarelli 
Lancer 3 (70-71) 

Well flight, I've got a little time to spare sitting here in a 
cold bare Third World room high in the Andes of Peru so I 
thought I'd exchange a few thoughts. I have only been 
monitoring the traffic for about six or eight weeks so bear 
with me if I ask questions about AOs that you've covered. 
Does anyone remember and have you already hashed over 
some of the following? 

 
Washing your flight suit in a 155 canister! 
 
The truth seat! Maybe we called it the "this ain't no bull-
shit" seat! 
 
Carrier landings! Night carrier landings! Night carrier 
landings with the deck coated with Bud! 
 
Getting the stabo ride so the CCN snake eaters would have 
confidence in how you treat them! 
 
"Quang Tri I land now, Quang Tri I land now!" 
 
OK, Lancer this is QT approach, do a right 360...... OK, you 
other 20 guys, stop screwing with me!!! 
 
"Yes, you've got more rice stalks in your skids but I've got 
water buffalo crap on mine!" 
 
"It's hot, it's hot, G..D... IT'S HOT!!!!" 
 
"Well, Kit Carson, I know you were out of rockets and 7.62, 
but I don't think those 38 cal. rounds comin' from the side 
of your Snake did a lot of good!" 
 
"This big hole in the tail boom. It was a wooden RPG! Hon-
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Capt’n P Reminiscences 
 

A salute to the camera 



Here is installment #1. All of this data was retrieved by me 
from NARA the National Archives. 
 
 ========= 
  
 Operation Report, Combat Assault, Apache Snow - D Day + 9 
 in support of 3rd Brigade, 19 May 69. 
  
 NARRATIVE: 
 
 1. Company B, 158th Aviation Battalion (AH) was committed 
to support an airlift by providing 10 lift ships of a 15 ship com-
bat assault plus a command and control ship for the operation. 
Both U.S. and ARVN Forces of approximately 1000 troops 
from PZ (YC 363080) vic FB Airborne to LZ 1 vicinity YD 
330004, and from PZ ( YC405952) vic FB Currahee to LZ 2 vic 
 YC328965. 
 
 2. No briefing was held by 3rd Brigade as to size, shape of PZ's 
or LZ's and also as to the enemy situation. The Brigade S-3 Air 
NCO gave the locations of PZ's and LZ's as well as the antici-
pated times for pick-ups. During the night the lift was changed 
to a 1-12-2. 
 
 3. The C&C picked up the C&C crew of 2/501 at FB Airborne 
at 0655. It was at this time that a visual recon was made to de-
termine the actual LZ and where the artillery and air prep would 
be made. This caused a delay in the PZ time of 1+00 till 0830. 
 
 4. B Company left Lancer Pad at 190805 and arrived at PZ at 
0825 to start pick-up of the initial troop insertion. At 0850 air-
craft 67-17654 had a severe blade strike in the one-ship PZ and 
landed at FB Airborne. At 0900 aircraft 67-17659 upon lifting 
out of PZ had an engine failure and suspected short shaft fail-
ure. The aircraft was turned to the right knocking off the tail 
boom and crashed back into the PZ with no injuries to the crew. 
The aircraft was total loss and the PZ was completely engulfed 
with debris. If the PZ was properly prepared the aircraft could 
 have make a safe landing without its destruction. 
 
 5. The nine ships that were troop loaded were sent back to Bir-
mingham to refuel, shut-down and wait further instructions. It 
took over three and a half hours to have the two downed ships 
slung out by Chinooks. 
 
 6. The C&C ship was diverted to start the CA #2 from FB Cur-

From the Archives 
by John Donaldson 
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If you recall  this operation and the crews 
involved, please send your TINS.   
 
Does anyone know the disposition of air-
craft numbers 67-17654 and 67-17659? 

rahee (540 ARVN Troops) to LZ 2 with a PZ time of 1330. 
The lift was completed at 1530. 
 
 7. The C&C ship then returned to start lift #1 with the ad-
dition of four Kingsmen aircraft and with one of the Lancer 
ships being diverted to a logistic mission. The lift was com-
pleted without any further incident at 1740. 
 
 8. Results, Operation Apache Snow D Day + 9 
 
 189 - Sorties flown 
 
 840-Combat Troops inserted (2/501, 3/ARVN) 
 
 78+00 - Combat flying hours. 
  
 [signed] 
 
 TOMMY W THORNTON 
 
 MAJ ARTY 
 



1. A helicopter will kill you quickly...a woman takes her 
time. 
 2. Helicopters can be turned on by a flick of a switch. 
 3. A helicopter does not get mad if you 'touch and go.' 
 4. A helicopter does not object to a preflight inspection. 
 5. Helicopters come with manuals. 
 6. Helicopters have strict weight and balance limits. 
 7. You can fly a helicopter any time of the month. 
 8. Helicopters don't come with in-laws. 
 9. Helicopters don't whine unless something is really 
wrong. 
10. Helicopters don't care about how many other helicopters   
you have flown. 
11. When flying, you and your helicopter both arrive at the 
same time. 
12. Helicopters don't mind if you look at other helicopters, 
or if you buy helicopter magazines. 
13. It's OK to use tie-downs on your helicopter. 
14. Helicopters don't care if you haven't bathed or shaved in 
three days. 
15. Helicopters don't care what after shave you use, or if 
none at all. 
16. Helicopters will lift you up above the mad, mad world... 
women will drag you through it shopping. 
17. Helicopters will let you down, but you control the rate of 
decent. 
18. Old helicopters can be rebuilt to "Zero Time." Women 
can't. 
19. Really old helicopters can be traded in on new ones. 
20. There is no such thing as an ugly helicopter; just some 
prettier than others. 
 

Why helicopters are better 
than women 
from a message posted on VHFCN 

Humor 
The lighter side of military life. 
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Pilots leave messages for the ground crew on a log, if 
they have concerns or problems. Here are some of the more 
amusing log entries, along with the ground crew's answers:  
 
Problem: "Left inside main tire almost needs replacement."  
Solution: "Almost replaced left inside main tire."  
 
Problem: "Test flight OK, except autoland very rough." 
Solution: "Autoland not installed on this aircraft."  
 

Ground crew to pilot 
from David Mussey 

 

Problem: "Something loose in cockpit."  
Solution: "Something tightened in cockpit."  
 
Problem: "Evidence of hydraulic leak on right main landing 
gear."  
Solution: "Evidence removed."  
 
Problem: "Number three engine missing."  
Solution: "Engine found on right wing after brief search."  
 
Problem: "DME volume unbelievably loud."  
Solution: "Volume set to more believable level."  
 
Problem: Dead bugs on windshield.  
Solution: Live bugs on order.  
 
Problem: Autopilot in altitude hold mode produces a 200 
fpm descent.  
Solution: Cannot reproduce problem on ground.  
 
Problem: IFF inoperative.  
Solution: IFF inoperative in OFF mode.  
 
Problem: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
Solution: That's what they're there for. 
 

Your man in Viet Nam (& Laos) Gary Whitty. Drawing by 
Jerry Horne. The bean pole body is right on, but the head 
looks like something from Mad magazine.  This is one of my 
favorite pieces of memorabilia from my tour. Hope you enjoy 
and laugh at this as much  as I do. Thank you Jerry. 



By 1784 two Frenchmen Launoy and Bienvenu designed a 
feather model helicopter. It was a toy helicopter, using ro-
tors made out of the feathers of birds. In 1784 they pre-
sented it to the French Academy of Science. This toy lead to 
a more successful model created in 1870 by Alphonse Pé-
naud in France. 
 
An unusual and heavy steam-driven helicopter called a con-
verti-plane was built by Sir George Cayley in 1843. Heli-
copters at this time lacked suitable power to achieve flight. 
They were also bulky and heavy. Cayley is also regarded by 
many as the father of fixed-wing flight. 

In 1845 a Frenchman named Cossus developed a steam ma-
chine, that used a main rotor.  

Thomas Edison attempted a helicopter in 1880 using an 
electric engine. His machine proved to be underpowered. 

The great breakthrough for helicopters came at the end of 
the nineteenth century. The invention of the internal com-
bustion engine made it possible to develop full-sized models 
with an adequate power source. This created a new prob-
lem, torque. 
  
In the beginning of the 20th century inventors were experi-
menting and resolving many of the problems that appeared 
with advancement Many historic moments in rotary-wing 
aviation came about in the early 20th century. 
  
It was not until 1903 when the Wright Brothers had flown 
their airplane that helicopters that could lift a man were 
built. 
 
In 1906 an Italian named Crocco suggested using a cyclic 
control. 
 
Brothers Louis and Jacques Breget rose some two inches off 
the ground in their 45-horsepowered engine helicopter 
Gyroplane No. 1, on August 24, 1907. Later, in November 
another Frenchman named Paul Cornu also achieved free 
flight of a twin- rotored helicopter for about 20 seconds. He 
acquired an altitude of thirty centimeters, which was a 
landmark development in helicopter evolution. 
 
In 1911 a Russian named Boris Yuriev published his ab-
tomat perekosa (collective - automatic over-skewing device) 
which described the modern helicopter with a main and tail 
rotors. 

In 1912 the Danish inventor Jacob Ellehammer made his 
model used a 36 hp air-cooled radial pistol-engine. He was 
able to make short hops in a helicopter that featured con-
trarotating rotors and. The cyclic pitch control was an im-

(Continued on page 14) 

 
Gary Whitty recently contacted me and ask if I would pro-
vide an article for the Lancer Newsletter. Of the options 
that he suggested I am more familiar with helicopters and 
told him I would be happy to provide a history of helicop-
ters. This will be a series of articles that you will hopefully 
find interesting. This is a work in progress so additional 
research may provide additional information. When this 
series is completed I will be happy to provide anyone with a 
completed copy upon request. 

 

Early History 
Although the helicopter is often considered a rather recent 
invention, the rotating-wing concept of flight was pursued 
for hundreds of years in man's attempts to fly. Much of that 
time the helicopter was considered a more likely contender 
for successful flight than the fixed-wing concept. I had al-
ways thought the beginning of helicopters must have begun 
with Wilbur and Orville Wright…in  North Carolina be-
cause certainly helicopters fly. I have since learned that the 
development of helicopter began with the Chinese. I have 
seen conflicting reports on the actual century that this oc-
curred but I can safely say it was between the 4th and 11th 
centuries (My best source John Fay refers to the 4th cen-
tury). It was here that the thought of a rotary wing aircraft 
was born. Since the Chinese, many extraordinary models 
have been developed by an ever-increasing number of great 
thinkers. It seems that the first pioneers of rotary wing air-
craft were missing two essentials: a true understanding of 
the nature of lift and an adequate engine. 
 
In 1483, Leonardo Da Vinci designed drawings of an aerial 
screw he called the Helical Air Screw, that was to take off 
and land straight up or down. Da Vinci's spiral design has 
often been considered the first serious attempt to produce a 
working helicopter. Da Vinci himself quoted on the device: 
"...I have discovered that a screw-shaped device such as 
this, if it is well made from starched linen, will rise in the 
air if turned quickly...". Da Vinci’s design was only an ex-
perimental design and was never put into practical use. 
The name helicopter derived from two Greek words, heliko 
(helical or helix) and pteron (wing)probably stems from Da 
Vinci's description of his sketch. In the next 400 years 
many ingenious small-scale models were designed. 

In 1754, Mikhail Lomonosov best known as The father of 
Russian Poetry and the father of Russian Science suggested 
a coaxial rotor machine to elevate meteorological instru-
ments.  

The Huey 
All things technical about the UH-1. 

The History of Helicopters  
by  David Martin 
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numerous records, including, in 1938, an altitude flight of 
11,243 feet and a cross-country flight of 143 miles. Vertical 
flight was no longer a dream anymore.  

Success in the field of rotary-wing aviation was due almost 
entirely to a man living in America named Igor Sikorsky. 
Sikorsky was a Russian who had fled from the Bolshevik 
Revolution in 1917 and moved to the United States in 1919. 
He was able to encourage the United States Government to 
agree to a considerable budget of two million dollars for ro-
tary-wing research in 1938. This project evolved into the 
VS-300 model helicopter. This helicopter was quite different 
from earlier models and was an incredible advancement in 
helicopters. VS 300 was the first useful single-rotor helicop-
ter. The VS 300 had features that are characteristic of most 
modern helicopters: a single main rotor, with collective 
pitch, and a tail rotor. In 1938 it remained at an 11,000-foot 
altitude for about 80 minutes. The first practical flight of a 
helicopter in the United States took place in 1939, when 
Sikorsky flew his VS-300. 
  
The first helicopter to fly across the English Channel was 
in May 1945.  

During the 1950s Sikorsky crafted the world's first certified 
commercial transport helicopter, the S-55 Chickasaw. With 
the creation of the turbine engine helicopter's capabilities 
advanced further. The world's first turbine gas-powered 
engine was the Kaman K-225. 
To be continued… 
 

Bibliography 
 
Carey, Keith, The Helicopter, Wellingborough:1986 
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Pp.125-126  
  
 

World-Class Helicopter Records 
 
Selected records. Source: National Aeronautic Association.  

! Great Circle Distance without Landing  
! International: 2,213.04 mi.; 3,561.55 km.  
! Robert G. Ferry (U.S.) in Hughes YOH-6A helicop-

ter powered by Allison T-63-A-5 engine; from 
Culver City, Calif., to Ormond Beach, Fla., April 6–
7, 1966. 

 
! Distance, Closed Circuit  
! International: 1,739.96 mi.; 2,800.20 km.  
! Jack Schweibold (U.S.) in Hughes YOH-6A helicop-

(Continued on page 15) 

(Continued from page 13) 
portant development into the problem of controlling heli-
copters. 

Substantial progress was made in helicopter history in 
1916. Two Austrians, Lieutenant Stefan Petroczy and Pro-
fessor Theodore von Karman developed a helicopter that 
remained in the air for about one hour at a 600-foot alti-
tude. 

Juan de la Cierva built the first autogiro in Spain during 
1923. Autogiros could neither hover nor descend vertically 
like the modern helicopter. The technology of the rotor head 
and rotor blade was developed for the autogiro. This tech-
nology contributed to the development of the first successful 
helicopter, which in time made the autogiro obsolete. 
Records would be made and broken with additional techno-
logical development of helicopters. In France on May 4, 
1924, Étienne Oehmichen established a distance record for 
helicopters by flying a helicopter a kilometer in a closed cir-
cuit. This was a historic flight taking 7 minutes and 40 sec-
onds. 
  
In 1924, an Argentinean named Pescara built a coaxial helo 
with a gross weight of 850 kg and a speed of 13 km/h that 
was the first flyable with collective and cyclic controls.  
Emile Berliner successfully demonstrated his helicopter 
design to the US Army in 1924, with several free flights at 
College Park, Md. Emile was the inventor of the flat phono-
graph record and founder of the Victor Company that later 
to become known as RCA. 

 
Another record was set in August 1930, when the ZAGI 1A 
lifted off. It had a fuselage made of welded tubes, a main 
rotor with four blades and powered by two engines of 120 
HP installed with a vertical axis. The ZAGI 1A was the first 
twin-engine helicopter to fly. 

 
A Philadelphian, Gerald P. Herrick built a "convertaplane" 
in 1931. His invention was an airplane that had rotors. The 
rotors were started up and the airplane was able to land at 
a steep angle. 

On September 11, 1936 another record is broken by Louis 
Breguet of France when he reaches 108 kilometers per hour 
with his new coaxial gyroplane which had a 420hp Wright 
engine. 

  
By 1936, many of the technical problems encountered had 
solutions. The German Focke Achgelis Fa 61was introduc-
tion and the first practical helicopter was a reality. The Fa 
61 was the first helicopter design that had solved the con-
trol problems, and could be flown precisely. The Fa 61 set 
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Thanks to Andy Archer for providing a TM 55-1520-210-10. 
The glove box owners manual for a UH-1H/V. The manual 
is dated 15 February 1988 with update 27 Jan 1989. 
 
I thought that “Figure 2-2. Principal Dimensions Dia-
gram — Typical” would be appropriate for our first issue.  

(Continued from page 14) 
ter powered by Allison T-62-A-5 engine; Edwards 
Air Force Base, Calif., March 26, 1966. 

 
! Altitude without Payload  
! International: 40,820 ft.; 12,442 m.  
! Jean Boulet (France) in Alouette SA 315-001 Lama 

powered by Artouste IIIB 735 KW engine; Istres, 
France, June 21, 1972. 

 
! Speed around the World, Eastbound  
! 40.99 mph; 65.97 kph.  
! Joe Ronald Bower (U.S.) pilot, in Bell JetRanger 

III, powered by one Allison 250-C20J (317 shp), 
covered 23,800 mi. in 24 days, 4 hr., 36 min. June 
28–July 22, 1994. 

 
! Speed around the World, Westbound  
! 57.01 mph; 91.75 kph.  
! Joe Ronald Bower (U.S.) pilot, John W. Williams 

(U.S.), co-pilot in Bell 430 powered by 2 Allison 
250–C40, (811 shp), Aug. 17–Sept. 3, 1996. 
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From the Dash Ten  
by  Gary Whitty 



The Web 
Interesting links and web page reviews. 
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     This section will contain Web info for those that 
may have internet access. All of the Web content can 
be found on the Lancer Home Page at http://members.
tripod.com/dmussey/ . 
 
     Listed here are some other Vietnam Aviation 
internet links of interest. 
 
158th Avn. Bn. Units 
    A 158th Avn - Ghost Riders  
        (http://www.snowhill.com/~rwowens) 
 
    B 158th Avn - Lancers  
         (http://members.tripod.com/dmussey/) 
 
    C 158th Avn - Phoenix ( http://www.Phoenix158.
org/) 
 
    D 158th Avn - Redskins (http://www.vol.com/
xagent) 
 
101st Airborne Division Assn. - This links to an 
outstanding organization, all Screaming Eagles 
should check this one out. 
(http://www.screamingeagle.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
(VHCMA) - This is another outstanding organization 
for all Vietnam Helicopter Aircrew Members regard-
less of their branch of service. 
(http://www.blu.org/vhcma/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (VHPA) - 
A very large group of Vietnam flyers here. 
(http://www.vhpa.org/) 
 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew Network 
(VHFCN) - Lots of good stuff here. 
(http://www.vhfcn.org/) 
 
 A Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall - Very good 
site on the wall. 
(http://thewall-usa.com/) 
 

Web Reviews: 
 
B Co. 101st Avn Bn 
 Kingsmen -  
Webmaster - Dennis J Kreish 

              For all interested in Vietnam Era aviation history, 
the Kingsmen have an excellent site. It is jammed packed 
with photos of interest and even has downloadable movie 
clips. For the movie clips you will need Realplayer or Win-
dows Media Player (links to download the players for free 
are included), some patience and/or a fast internet connec-
tion. The movie clips are worth it. 
              Entering the Kingsmen site is just a click from the 
home page logo and takes you right into the Kingsmen Con-
trol center. The control center is a navigation map linking 
you to the various parts of the site. While you are at the 
control center, download the “Good Morning Vietnam” 
sound file by clicking on the flying Huey.  
              Beside photos and movies  links take you to some 
good historical information about Camp Eagle, an event 
calendar, contact list, Vietnam stories and a well done Me-
morial page dedicated to lost Kingsmen.  And don’t forget to 
sign their Guest Book. 
 
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall Page -   
Webmaster - Alan Oskvarek 
 
              By far the best page I have come across that is 
dedicated to the Wall and everything it stands for. The 
homepage has a very good search engine to help you locate 
any name from the Wall. With as little as two blocks of in-
put data the engine will locate anyone for you. I also like 
the panel feature which will search a name on a specific 
wall panel number if you happen to already have that infor-
mation.  
              The homepage also displays an ongoing slide show 
of images and a rotating literary work. The pictures from 
the slide show can also be accessed through separate pic-
ture and slide show links with different shows. As well, the 
literary works page is linked from the table of contents. 
While the Table of Contents is fairly large, it is still very 
easy to navigate and return to. Some of these links include 
casualty lists by those whose birthday would have been to-
day, those who became casualties on the current day, total 
list alphabetically and by unit/organization.  
              Two of the most impressive features of this site are 
the Electronic Rubbing and the ability to add your own per-
sonal memories. Once you have located an individual in the 
database you can view their specific information. The Wall 
site will provide, free upon request, an electronic rubbing of 
that individual. They will prepare the rubbing and post it 
normally within 24 hours. Downloading, saving and view-
ing instructions are linked from the Electronic Rubbings 
page. The rubbing will include a simulated rubbing and the 
detailed information of the Veteran. The second interesting 
feature is the ability of viewers to provide their own com-
ments and photos of the Veteran. 
              This is truly a must see site. 
 
David Mussey 



our fellow Lancer Paul Phillips. Paul was a CE during the 69-
70 timeframe and crewed for Russ Balisok who was our pla-
toon leader. The three of us really enjoyed our too short a stay 
at the reunion. I also found it very amusing that Paul and 
Randy seemed to pick up where they left off thirty years ago, 
as if there had been no time in between. Randy was the DG 
on Lancer 653. He had come out of the Infantry and was Air-
borne all the way. As most of us flyers were not paratroopers, 
Paul used to kid Randy about his spit and polish Airborne at-
titude. And, thirty years later and a little grayer, the kidding 
just continued as though it never stopped. It was also a pleas-
ure to meet Paul's lovely wife Dorothy. 

        

Some of you know Paul Rosenbaum, he was a CE during the 
71-72 timeframe. Paul brought his lovely wife, Barbara, and 
their lovely daughter, Renea. Renea has just enlisted in the 
US Navy and reported for boot camp, at Great Lakes Training 
Center, in September. She plans on following her father's 
footsteps, somewhat, by getting into aviation as an electrical 
technician. We wish her the best. 

     Other flyers from the 158th that I got to meet are: 
From the Phoenix- Larry Fraizer, Jack Glennon and John 
Kamps. 
From the Ghost Riders- Gary Grow. 
Hope I haven't forgotten anyone. 
 
     I've heard from several Lancers asking about pilots and 
crew members all getting together at a reunion. I still believe 
that attending the 101st Assoc. reunion is the best vehicle to 
do that. In that vain, I would like to propose that as many 
Lancers as can, plan on next year with the 101st., it promises 
to be a very special event as well. The reunion is to be held in 
the Ft. Campbell, KY area between June 6-10, 2000. Aviation 
personnel are planning to occupy an AO in Hopkinsville, KY. 
The reunion dates coincide with the 101st Abn. Div. Eagles 
Week. Much is being planned for the week with activities 
scheduled especially for the veterans of the 101st. As more 
info becomes available I will provide updates. I would like to 
hear from each and everyone who thinks they might be inter-
ested in attending Y2K with the Screaming Eagles and Lanc-
ers. While there is time yet to make plans, we shouldn't let too 
much time go by before deciding. I'm sure rooms will be go-
ing quickly as soon as a deal is struck with the area hotels. 
 
 

Reunions and Events 
The what, where, when and who. 

101st Abn. Div. Association 1999 Reunion 
by David Mussey  
 
Flight, 
 
     Have completed  this year’s reunion in Hampton, VA with 
the 101st Airborne Association. As with last year, I had a 
great time there. Ran into many friends that I made last year 
in Omaha, NE and made some new ones this year again. A 
good number of aviation folks, from all over the division, 
were in attendance this year. The Lancers that made roll call 
were: 

Paul Phillips(VN 69-70) and his wife Dorothy 
 
Randy Gilliam(VN 68-69) 
 
Paul Rosenbaum(VN 71-72), his wife Barbara and daughter, 
Renea 
 
David Mussey(VN 69-70). 
 
     Many activities had been planned for folks to see and do 
around Hampton, a mini-museum, PX and Hospitality Room  
were set up. There was something for everyone going on 
practically around the clock. The Hospitality Room was a fa-
vorite place, with drink and snacks, to sit and visit with old 
friends telling stories and remembering the past, both good 
and bad. 
 
     Unit dinners had been scheduled for Thursday night during 
the week. As only four Lancers were in attendance, we 
hooked up with the rest of the aviation folks for Unit night. 
The flyers, in turn, joined the Divarty group at a steak house 
near the hotel. We thought this was going to be a small group. 
Reservations were made for about 20 people and 60 must 
have showed up. Good thing we were seated in a separate 
room. And the food was great as well. 
 
     Friday night was the Memorial Dinner and there must have 
been about 500 in attendance. It was a very good and fitting 
evening dedicated to all the lost comrades of the 101st. 
Saturday night was the less formal Awards Dinner. Awards 
were presented to the active duty 101st Soldier and NCO of 
the year. And other awards were presented for too many 
things for me to mention. Installation of the Association's new 
officers was also conducted at the dinner. The CG of the 
101st, MG Clark, gave us an outstanding multimedia presen-
tation on the current standing of the Division. 
 
     The reunion had special meaning to Randy and me this 
year. For the first time in thirty years we were reunited with 
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“For the first time in thirty years we 
were reunited with our fellow 

Lancer Paul Phillips.”  



many old faces to put next to the young faces we re-
membered from the past. We met spouses and girl 
friends and just some friends and more would be com-
ing tomorrow. 
 
Friday AM I found myself and spouse person rising 
early to board the bus for the Golf Scramble just 
north of town. Upon arrival at the Club and to my 
surprise I found my foursome would be “covered” by 
Redskin 16, Steve Smith, the “Man with the Magic 
Putter." Steve can still kick it out of trim and shoot 
around trees. These are skills that must stay with 
you like riding a bike. We finished one stroke out of 
the lead tied with half the field due to an interesting 
method of scoring. The intended purpose and result of 
the diversion was fun and fellowship with just a few 
Tiger wannabes. 
 
Saturday early AM found many willing observers and 
an occasional participant in the Annual VHPA 5K 
Race. John Donaldson’s brother came all the way 
from Alabama, completely dressed as a runner, to be 
a surrogate Lancer representative in the 5K. We all 
welcomed the convenience he offered us that morn-
ing. Just before the starting gun sounded, a Lancer, 
strong of will, determination and heart said, “I’ll race 
as well." The crowd mumbled and hummed, but said, 
“OK, sure, race on brother." Allan Millberger rolled to 
the start line looking left and right in anticipation of 
the starting gun. At the gun we could hear Allen ex-
claim, “Eat my electrons." That steady pace Milberger 
set was one that left a battery of competitors in his 
wake. Then he was confronted with the decreasing 
radius downhill curve, enough said. Well-done Allan. 
 
Sunday morn found the bride and myself needing 
early food in the hotel. It’s a normal thing. But who 
would interrupt the occasion? Outside the window of 
the café I spotted, Mike Kain and Mike Jacobi walk-
ing the sidewalk. The Mikes’ are wearing a Lancer T-

shirts which I spot, and jumped up saying in my best 
Forest Gump imitation. “Captain Kain, Captain 

(Continued on page 19) 

Reunions  

VHPA Nashville – July 1999 
by Andy Archer 
 
The start of a new Century -- the start of a new Mil-
lennium,  this is a very natural time to reflect upon 
the past and look forward to the future. I am very 
glad that so many Lancers overcame the inertia of 
years of independent lives to come together last July 
in Nashville at the VHPA reunion. The association 
gave each of us renewed excitement for sharing our 
“Moment in Time," as John Donaldson says, and 
learning the path that each has followed since.  
 

This was my very first reunion. Though I had read 
about the event in the VHPA Newsletter for years 
and even talked with those who had attended previ-
ous reunions, I had not allowed myself to go. What a 
mistake I made.  
 
We had great fun from the moment we arrived on sta-
tion at the host hotel to register as “official attendees” 
with a “reunion agenda”  in hand. We stood in the 
registration line meeting a lot of other VHPA mem-
bers. It was really an occasion to grasp the concept 
that we were among friends even though we had not 
met anyone we knew yet.  
 
That perception changed at the Early Bird Reception 
Thursday evening. While waiting in the really long 
lines at the bar, my wife spotted the Lancer Logo on 
the back of a shirt across the room. She said, “Do you 
see them?” “Yes but, we’re almost to the bar,"  I said. 
I still don’t handle lines or liquor well. That very ap-
propriate white logo shirt is a necessity at these 
events to rally around. If you need one Allan Millber-
ger has the source for shirts Florida. 
 
The Early Bird Lancer Group briskly attended to the 
business of getting in touch again. We learned that a 
few individual connections had been made over the 
years but, this was the inaugural assembly. We met 
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“We had great fun from the 
moment we arrived on station”  

“Mondays drive returning home 
was bittersweet.”  



VHCMA reunion 
June 19—25 , 2000 
Charlotte, NC 
Hotel Marriot Executive Park 
5700 Westpark Drive 
Charlotte, NC 
1-800-228-9290 
1-704-527-9650 
 
VHPA reunion 
June 30th—July 4th, 2000 
host hotel (sold out) 
Renaissance Hotels and Resorts 
999 9th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-898-9000 
 
overflow hotel #1 (sold out) 
Marriott Metro Center 
775 12th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-737-2200 
 
overflow hotel #2 (available) 
Grand Hyatt 
1000 H Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
1-202-582-1234 
 
overflow hotel #3 (available) 
JW Marriott Hotel 
1331 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20004 
1-202-393-2000 
 
101st Abn Week of the Eagles 
June 6th — 10th 
 
Econo-Lodge   (primary hotel for 158th) 
2916 Fort  Campbell Boulvard 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
1-270-886-5242 
Exit 89 I-24 North on US41 
 
Holiday Inn  (secondary hotel for 158th) 
2910  Fort Campbell Boulvard 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
1-270-886-4413 
 

Reunions  

(Continued from page 18) 
Jacobi!”, as I ran to the sidewalk to greet them. How 
did Kain get skinner than when I knew him in 1970? 
Mike Jacobi was looking great as well. Later he 
seemed to suffer from “communication interruptus” 
during a bout with the Cumberland River. Now fish 
can order takeout. I had an unfortunate bout of 
“Kodaktus interruptus” while escaping with the 
clothes on my back after a game of “Liars Dice." Live 
to fight another day.  
We had dinner with Harold and Sharon Wynn at a 
Bar- B- Q place around the corner. Sorry we couldn’t 
horse around on Labor Day. Later we heard Mike 
Kain mentioned, “He wished he could get together 
with his crewchief Charlie Fisher,” But I remarked 
that I thought Charlie was my CE? The passage of 
time does inexplicable alteration to everyone's appre-
ciation of actuality. I also learned that we may be 
comforted in the fact that the free world rests a little 
easier knowing that there is a second generation Kain 
is in the Cockpit of an AH-64. Curtis Smith had some 
Lancer patches made up in Korea as handouts. 
Thank You. Side trips to the Grand ‘Ole Opry, The 
Hermitage, JD’s Distillery and mini-reunion gather-
ings in the hotel filled our days with opportunities to 
share our lives with each other.  
 
The Sunday Banquet was the last official event of the 
reunion. Kathy Whitty volunteered at the registra-
tion computer and found success placing all of the 
158th group together at two tables. That luxury and 
convenience paid dividends by reducing the usual 
mess hall introductory talk process, permitting “fire 
for affect” old salt intercourse. I remember dinner, 
but I don’t remember what I ate. 
 
Mondays drive returning home was bittersweet. A 
contentment persisted from seeing all the people who 
were “Connected in a Moment in Time," now evolved 
to “Connected in a Moment” thru the Internet. When 
I checked my e-mail I found that the network had 
preceded full circle. Hope to see everyone in DC in 
2000. 
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" VHPA National Headquarters 
5530 Birdcage St., Suite 200 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610-7621 
800 505-VHPA  voice 
916 966-8743 fax 
HQ@vhpa.org e-mail 

" Ohio River LZ Chapter 
Bob Hamilton 
7407 Sunset Lane 
Crestwood, KY 40014 
502 241-9096 
captbob757@aol.com 

" Great Lakes Chapter 
John Becker, President 
1337 N. Wilke Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

" North Carolina Chapter 
Alan Hoffman, President 
210 Harrell St. 
Greenville, NC 27858 
albarb@greenvillenc.com 

" Fort Wolters Chapter 
Charles Bogle, President 
P.O.Box 461 
Mineral Wells, TX 76068-0461 
817 735-4713 

VHCMA 
Vietnam Helicopters  
Crewmembers Association 

Organizations 
To join or contact 

VHPA 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 
Association 

" VHCMA 
P.O. box 752592 
Memphis, TN 38175-2592 
800 842-6201  
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csbogle@flash.net 
newsletter@fwcvhpa.org 

" VHPA of Florida 
Martin Heuer, President 
825 Seven Ave. 
Peter O. Night Airport 
Tampa, FL 33606 
813 251-6976 
www.vhpaf.org 

" California Chapter North 
Ken Kinne, President 
101 S. Brewer Road 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916 645-1553 
kkinne2427@aol.com 

" Mid America Chapter 
Gary Wineteer, President 
2800 W. North Shore Lane 
Columbia, MO 65202 
573 875-2682 
warlord@aol.com 

" Mid-South Chapter 
Charles Bell, President 
c/o FCC, Inc. 
5123 Virginia Way, Suite C-13 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615 371-0600 
r-rainwater@juno.com 
www.angelfire.com/tn/msvhpa 

" Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Walter Winters, President 
1383 Paris Circle 
Parker, CO 80314 

" Southern Nevada Chapter 
Lad Vaughan, President 
702 661-0387 
cavlad31@aol.com 

" Georgia Chapter 
Woody McFarlin Jr., President 
515 Mars Hill Road 
Powder Springs, GA 30127-
4310 
770 218-1704 
the.woody@mindspring.com 

 

101st Abn Div 
Assn,Inc 
" Headquarters 

P.O. Box 101 
State route 41 
Bentonville, OH 45105 
937 549-4326 voice 
937 549-2018 fax 

VHFCN-FCC 
Family Contacts Committe 

Heli-Vets 
 

VHFCN 
Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew 
Network 

" Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
 
www.vhfcn.org  

" Web based group of helicopter 
crewmembers. Apply online to 
be added to the list serve. 
 
http://rattlers.org/heli-vets/  

" Helps make connections be-
tween family members of MIA 
KIA and helicopter veterans. 

" Gary Thewlis  
5755 San Juan Way 
Pleasanton, CA 94566-7736 
925 484-3578 
e-mail vhfcncontactrep@home.
com 



VHCMA members, so we mail out the letters or make the 
first phone calls ourselves. We also cooperate with the 
Healing Connections (formerly In Touch) program of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund.  
 
We seek not only buddies of those whose family members 
have contacted us, but ALL memories and stories about 
anyone and anything that happened during the tours of 
Vietnam helicopter veterans. If you have a photo of a KIA 
or MIA, even someone you didn't know well . . . or if you 
remember an anecdote or nickname, a particular trait or 
any other detail in the life of one who was lost . . . these are 
the things that his family may never know except for your 
sharing the information. You can provide the FCC with this 
information, so that we can establish a link with you BE-
FORE a relative or friend of the casualty contacts us. It will 
make our job much easier.  
 
Speaking from personal experience, I know it takes a cer-
tain amount of courage to open up one's memory bank and 
allow others - strangers - to share what has been carried in 
many cases alone for a long, long time. But I have also seen 
the tremendous potential for healing that exists when those 
left behind can finally see their dad, brother, son, cousin or 
nephew through a buddy's eyes, and know that he is still 
remembered, that his memory was not lost forever on the 
battlefields of Vietnam. 
 
Our current cases are listed below. A partial list of our 
cases is accessible from the Family Contacts Committee's 
web site, http://www.VirtualWall.org/contacts/. If you can 
provide information or share memories on these or any of 
our helicopter losses, please contact Gary Thewlis, chair, 
5755 San Juan Way, Pleasanton, CA  
94566-7736, phone 925-484-3578 or email vhfcncontac-
trep@home.com. If you have questions, I would also be 
happy to answer them: Julie Kink, Kink100@aol.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
10/24/97 Todd Wilcox - information on father Info 
11/24/97 Charles Robert Beatty - looking for him  
11/28/97 Colonel James H.Hoag,JR - trying to find  
12/ 3/97 Henry "Chip" France - trying to locate Find 
12/ 4/97 John R. Todd - trying to locate Find 
12/17/97 GREGORY STEVEN CICCARELLI DAT – infor-
mation DAT 
1/ 5/98 MEDEVAC crew - Looking for Find 
1/17/98 Walt Gardner - looking for Find 
1/19/98 Ron Peabbles - needs veterans who served w/him 
Find 
1/21/98 Cobra Crew Shot Down – identify Find 
1/25/98 Glenn E. Cox DAT – information DAT 

 
"He was a good friend and a good soldier. I never forgot 
him." 
 
To a sister, brother, parent, wife or child of a Vietnam War 
casualty, those words mean a lot. The Family Contacts 
Committee of the Vietnam Helicopter Flight Crew Network 
(VHFCN) helps connect family members with buddies of 
the person who never came back.  
 
The committee consists of ten volunteers with Gary Thewlis 
(213th ASHC Black Cats, 159th ASHB) as chair. Since its 
inception in July 1997, the committee has made many con-
nections between helicopter veterans and family members 
who might otherwise have never found each other. Mainly 
through word of mouth, VHFCN and Heli-Vets, representa-
tion at the VHPA and VHCMA reunions, and its internet 
web site, the committee has worked on more than 250 
"cases" of relatives or friends seeking contact. 

 
Some family members have been searching for years; others 
just started. Some are looking for details about the casualty 
incident while others are trying to find out, "What kind of a 
person was he? What did he like? Or dislike? What made 
him laugh? Or cry?" Parents who lost a son, brothers and 
sisters who lost a sibling, sons and daughters without a fa-
ther, they are all seeking information, knowledge, and heal-
ing.  
 
For detailed information about the casualty incident we use 
the VHPA database, government casualty records, and eye-
witness reports from members of VHPA or VHCMA. We try 
to find men who served in the same unit in Vietnam, or who 
were in the same flight school class or attended the same 
technical school. We cannot release the names of VHPA or 

Family Contacts Committee  
helps people share memories 
 

by Julie Kink 
Member of VHFCN Family Contacts Committee 
sister of WO1 David Kink, C TRP 1/9 CAV KIA 8-3-69 
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“Some family members have 
been searching for years”  

Organizations 



families Find 
HMM-165 1/21/99 Searching for DUSTOFF crewFind 
MARINE CORPS 3/17/99 Sgt. Bruce T. GossarDAT 
NAVY 10/17/97 Joseph James Zeranti DAT - information-
DAT 
2/16/66 Paterson Ross James KIA 
4/19/68 Robinson Timothy George KIA 
5/26/68 Smith David William KIA 
2/15/69 Fields James Thomas KIA 
7/15/69 Hansen John Currie KIA 
7/25/69 Sabatinelli Vincent F KIA 
11/17/69 Brown William Joseph KIA 
1 AVN BDE 2/1/68 Conway Raymond Lester KIA 
6/1/71 Wayt Scott William KIA 
1 CAV DIV 8/17/67 Livermore Keith Warren F KIA 
101 ABN 6/5/70 Trimm Archie Edward KIA 
116 AHC 6/5/69 Baker Ronald Ray KIA 
117 AHC 10/3/68 Smith Roger Lee KIA 
118 AHC 5/28/65 Piper Edward Roger KIA 
11/24/69 Perkins Allen Dean KIA 
119 AHC 10/20/65 Racine Franklin Douglas KIA 
121 AHC 7/11/66 Aydlett James Quinel KIA 
129 AHC 4/27/72 Shaw Thomas Francis KIA 
135 AHC 2/8/68 Moore Glenn Douglas KIA 
8/21/68 Fennell William Ervin KIA 
5/19/70 Sprewell John Spurgeon KIA 
155 AHC 4/19/68 Larson Paul Noble KIA 
16 CAG 23 INF 7/15/69 Venditti Nicholas Louis KIA 
162 AHC 11/15/66 Bruhn James William KIA 
8/8/67 Jones Charles A KIA 
12/19/67 Kline Robert Daniel KIA 
8/26/70 Laurence William H Jr KIA 
1/11/72 Tawney Gary Wayne KIA 
17 AHC 8/13/74 Jamerson Larry Carl KIA 
17 AVN 5/22/78 Link Robert Charles KIA 
170 AHC 12/16/67 King Thomas Ray KIA 
9/10/69 Pepe George William KIA 
173 ABN BDE 7/27/66 Hunt Joseph Francis KIA 
3/4/68 Kidd Donny Ramon KIA 
175 AHC 3/15/69 Whynaught Jeffrey Lyle KIA 
176 AHC 3/22/71 Cleve Reginald David KIA 
10/18/71 Shelton Wesley Stewart KIA 
178 ASHC 6/27/66 Seeley John Stuart KIA 
189 AHC 4/25/70 Mc Kibben William Russell KIA 
192 AHC 10/28/69 Campbell Thomas Eugene KIA 
10/28/69 Wright John Paul KIA 
11/4/69 Anderson John Steven KIA 
3/22/70 Hatfield Michael James KIA 
195 AHC 10/9/69 Brennan John Patrick KIA 
5/5/70 Dougan Charles Garvin KIA 
5/5/70 Rabb Robert Ira KIA 
196 BDE 23 INF 5/13/72 Wiley Thomas J KIA 
2/14 25 INF 6/6/70 Branch William Anderson KIA 
20 SOS 3/14/70 Dilley Dana Allen KIA 
201 AVN 6/9/72 Doughtie Ronald Edward KIA 

3/14/98 I.W. Sanders - trying to find Find 
4/ 2/98 Robert Joseph Chipman DAT – information about 
DAT 
4/ 3/98 James Christopher Smith - looking for Find 
5/20/98 Chris Wagner - help locating Find 
7/13/98 Ron Clarke Find 
7/20/98 CH-53 crash Easter, 1969 Find 
10/18/98 Mike Greiner DAT 
3/17/99 Donald E. Hampton DAT 
1 CAV 1/16/98 Capt. Jeff Young - looking for him Find 
1/9 CAV 11/10/97 Thomas (Tom) Sylvester – locate Find 
118 AHC 9/27/98 Charles Shipley Foster Info 
119 AHC 4/11/98 James E . Winston - looking for Find 
128 AHC 12/ 6/98 David A. Walton Dat 
135 AHC 3/25/98 Robert Eckhart - looking for Find 
145 CAB 7/13/98 Barry W. Robinson DAT 
164 AVN 1/ 4/98 Richard Calvin Smith DAT – inforation 
DAT 
170 AHC 6/25/98 Gene Wentworth DAT 
173 AHC 11/ 4/97 Clyde Randall Driskell DA DAT 
173 AHC 4/ 7/98 Jim Willoughby DAT – information DAT 
173 AHC 7/13/98 Randall Burt Castle(s) Find 
174 AHC 1/ 1/98 174th Aviation - looking for pilots Find 
178 AVN 2/21/98 William J Francis DAT - want VN infor-
mation DAT 
187 AHC 6/18/98 SGT Robert " Bob " Walters - looking  for 
Find 
192 AHC 12/20/98 Tom McNeff DAT 
196 LIB 12/ 7/98 James L. Yoho DAT 
213 ASHC 9/28/97 Michael Dougherty Sister seeking info 
DAT 
227 AHB 1 CAV 8/26/97 Chris Lockwood looking for bud-
dies Find 
235 AHC 6/17/98 WO James E. Brown - looking for Find 
27 ROME PLOWS 4/17/98 Donald Davidson - trying to lo-
cate Find 
3/17 CAV 7/13/98 Charles Jaquins Info 
326 MED 101 ABN 7/28/97 Terrance Ken Woolever DAT – 
information DAT 
326 MED 101 ABN 7/13/98 George Stapp DAT 
334 AHC 6/17/98 Jerry Finney - looking for Find 
339 TC CO 10/28/97 Aircraft Maint. - looking for alumni 
Find 
37 ARRS 10/ 8/97 BRAVO Chopper Crew – locate Find 
37 ARRS 6/ 9/98 Robert Cubberly searching for Jolly Green 
crew Find 
498 MED 1/30/98 498th 55th Dust Off Pilots - looking for 
Find 
498 MED CO 3/23/98 Connie Hibbs - looking for Find 
92 AHC 9/13/98 Thomas A. Leitz DAT 
AIR FORCE 10/ 8/97 Vinson Macy needs to find Vets at 
Khe Sanh Find 
C/158 AVN 101ABN 9/16/97 Cliff Baade DAT - information 
on suicide DAT 
H/17 CAV 7/26/97 Alfred Gutierrez - Looking for buddys 
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7/21/69 Anderson John Ernest KIA 
8/3/69 Kink David Robert KIA 
C/158 AHB 101 ABN 5/18/70 Stone Harry James KIA 
C/158 AVN 101 ABN 12/7/70 Baade Clifford Keith KIA 
C/159 ASHB 101ABN 8/2/69 Stacey James Shelton KIA 
C/16 CAV 4/7/72 Stern Robert Alan KIA 
C/2/17 CAV 101 5/31/73 Cramer Donald Martin KIA 
C/2/20 ARA 1 CAV 9/6/67 Clark Paul Leslie KIA 
12/19/69 Frank Richard Wagner Ii KIA 
C/227 AHB 1 CAV 5/23/70 Greene Ellis David KIA 
6/5/73 Clinton Dean Eddie KIA 
C/228 ASHB 1 CAV 11/18/66 Leach James Willis KIA 
4/25/68 Eiler Linden Dale Jr KIA 
C/229 AHB 1 CAV 6/24/66 Lebrun Lawrence P KIA 
C/3/17 CAV 11/16/68 Brown Eddie Wayne KIA 
11/30/71 Ziel Joseph Bernard KIA 
D/1/4 CAV 1 INF 11/6/69 Vad Henry Joseph KIA 
D/101 AWC 101 ABN 3/18/71 Brandt Keith Allan KIA 
D/158 AVN 101 ABN 6/1/71 Magers Paul Gerald KIA 
D/17 CAV 10/29/72 Florence Dexter Bush KIA 
D/3/5 CAV 9/4/71 Gronborg Martin Wayne Jr KIA 
DIV ART 4 INF 5/18/69 Huffstutler Steven Riley KIA 
F/79 ARA 1 CAV 6/24/72 Dilallo John Lawrence KIA 
5/15/78 Strobridge Rodney Lynn KIA 
F/8 CAV 7/13/69 Howison Graham Henry KIA 
H&S/1/4 MARINES 6/6/68 Harper Ralph Lewis KIA 
HHC 2 BDE 1 CAV 1/10/68 Lemaire Douglas James KIA 
12/1/69 Camp Jack KIA 
HHC/9 INF 8/19/68 Trujillo Victor David KIA 
HMH-463 2/19/68 Ehnis Kenneth Paul KIA 
HMM-161 6/6/65 Wilson Frank Willard KIA 
HMM-165 6/3/67 Gardner John Garrett KIA 
10/4/74 Hanson Stephen Paul MIA 
HMM-262 8/31/67 Moyer Lawrence Richard KIA 
HMM-263 11/18/70 Rogers Orville Curtis Jr KIA 
HMM-265 6/11/67 Bohlscheid Curtis Richard KIA 
HMM-361 10/8/63 Ritchey Luther Edmond Jr KIA 
HMM-362 2/4/69 Haglage Andrew Martin KIA 
HMM-364 12/3/65 Riley Kirk Irwin KIA 
2/7/69 Young Gary Norman KIA 
MACV 8/1/67 Gudleske Gustave Franklin KIA 
4/10/68 Padgett Samuel Joseph KIA 
MARINE CORPS 1/17/64 Hasper Charles Martin KIA 
2/22/68 Smith Cary Carson KIA 
2/28/68 Coles Kyle J KIA 
12/7/68 Crawford Richard KIA 
6/4/70 Wilson Harry Truman KIA 
USAF 12/31/65 Moore Thomas MIA 
6/9/68 Holden Elmer Larry KIA 
USARV 4/22/71 Jenkins Dennis Alan KIA 
VMFA-315 7/23/75 Pitt Albert MIA 
VMO-2 4/20/68 Walker William John KIA 
VMO-3 11/14/67 Kelsey Milton George KIA 
 

205 ASHC 8/30/69 Gray Robert Vernon KIA 
21 SOS 1/24/75 Hall Gary C KIA 
228 ASHB 1 CAV 3/5/67 Wise Robert Evans KIA 
237 MED DET 9/27/70 Hill Robert Oren Jr KIA 
2/18/71 Brown Joseph Gordon KIA 
25 AVN 25 INF 7/9/65 Hall James Albert KIA 
254 MED DET 3/26/69 Stover Douglas Earl KIA 
282 AHC 9/3/66 Bultman Roy James KIA 
9/3/66 Freda Arthur Anthony Jr KIA 
8/14/67 Easley Leonard Eugene KIA 
3/17 CAV 9/22/71 Jaquins Charles Egbert KIA 
335 AHC 12/19/66 Andrews Coley L KIA 
3/31/70 Sheldon Kimball Hayes KIA 
358 AVN DET 12/16/70 Williams Fred Albert KIA 
4/8/71 Sonderman Thomas Lee KIA 
361 AVN 6/16/69 Clotfelter Mark Dennis KIA 
37 ARRS 11/25/71 Thomas James Richard MIA 
38 ARRS DET 7 2/6/67 Wood Patrick Hardy KIA 
4 INF 5/18/69 Beck Gregory George KIA 
45 MED 5/27/68 Rucker Kenneth Ray KIA 
5 MECH 2/11/71 Carroll Raymond Frank KIA 
525 MI GRP 7/26/69 Goldberg Stewart B KIA 
57 AHC 9/27/69 Huntley John Norman KIA 
12/6/69 Ferrell Charles Elton KIA 
57 MED DET 10/13/71 Darrah Michael Lee KIA 
62 AHC 2/25/72 Clarke David Errol KIA 
10/5/78 Wilson Mickey Allen KIA 
68 AVN 7/20/66 Dillon David Andrew KIA 
7/20/66 Lambdin Daniel Alvey KIA 
6/19/69 Baca Richard David KIA 
9 INF 3/30/68 Poteat Dennis Michael MIA 
9 INF DIV 3/6/78 Lancaster Kenneth Ray KIA 
92 AHC 12/24/68 Devore Kenneth Roy KIA 
A/1/9 1 CAV 4/18/67 Bruce Ronald Dwight KIA 
5/3/68 Mc Kain Bobby Lyn KIA 
6/29/69 Mefford Harrell Samuel KIA 
A/1/9 CAV 6/11/72 Mcquade James Russell KIA 
A/101 AVN 101 ABN 2/18/71 Woods Gerald Ernest KIA 
A/2/20 ARA 1 CAV 1/24/67 Hingston William E Jr KIA 
A/25 AVN 25 INF 8/14/69 Hiemenz James Borland KIA 
A/377 ART 101 ABN 1/9/71 Sysak Craig Alan KIA 
A/4/77 ARA 101ABN 2/16/77 Mc Donnell John Terence KIA 
A/7/1 CAV 7/17/71 Noble Allen Earl KIA 
A/82 AVN 173 ABN 6/10/65 Galbraith Raymond Clarence 
KIA 
7/27/66 Collins James Wilford KIA 
B/1/9 CAV 1 CAV 3/14/69 Popp David Fred KIA 
B/1/9 CAV 1 CAV 6/2/71 King Danny Raymond KIA 
B/101 AVN 101 ABN 3/9/69 O Neill Daniel John KIA 
B/229 1 CAV 7/22/70 Johnson Larry Du Wayne KIA 
B/25 AVN 25 INF 5/10/69 Thomas Roy Stephen KIA 
B/7/1 CAV 1/4/69 Falk Gary David KIA 
B/7/17 CAV 2/19/68 Cohan Stephen KIA 
B/9 AVN 9 INF 2/5/69 Burkhart Willard Harley KIA 
C/1/9 1 CAV 8/8/66 Nordman Eric Reinhard KIA 
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Lancer Morning Report 
Lancers found, looking for, died during tour and died after tour. 
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Name                                     RVN service                    e-mail                                                    home address 
Herold, David 69 Unknown Charlotte, NC 

Herstine, Thomas  Unknown Portland, OR 

Hester, Eddie 69-70 hester@direction.net Rescue, CA 

Horne, Jerry  Not online  Wiggins, MS 

Irvine, Seldon D. “Ted” 70 L3399@ij.net Dunedin, FL 

Jacobi, Mike 70-71 mjacobi@piperrealty.com Kansa City, KS 

Kain, Mike 70-71 Kainj@leav-emh1.army.mil Bonner Springs, KS 

Kenner, Reginald 69-70 Redgmail@lightspeed.net Bakersfield, CA 

Koebnick, Robert 70-71 Unknown Harker Heights, TX 

Lanier, Dan 69-70 danlan@vegasnet.net Kula Maui, HI 

Lee, Darrell 71 Unknown Muskegon, MI 

Logan, Sam 69-70 SAMLOG@aol.com Huntsville, AL 

Maddox, Orbie 69-70 Orbinsky@msn.com Norman, OK 

Marr, Glenn 70-71 gmarr1212@aol.com Gardner, NV 

Martin, Dan 68-70 Dmartin@state.mt.us Helena, MT 

Martin, David 69 Damartin@TTACS.TTU.EDU Lubbock, TX 

McCharen, E 69-70 Unknown Lafayette, LA 

McFarlin, Tommie  Unknown Claremore, OK 

McGarr, John 71 Broken e-mail link  

McGee, Charles 69-70 Unknown Ketchkan, AK 

McGee, Tom 68-70 apache@micron.net Caldwell, ID 

Meyers, Stephen 69-70 Unknown Bellevue, WA 

Milberger, Allan 70-71 Medicbch@fdn.com Fernandina Beach, FL 

Miller, Charles  Unknown Baltimore, MD 

Monroe, Mike (Ben) 69-71 lancer013@aol.com Muncie, IN 

Moore, Larry  Unknown Reading, CA 

Mussey, David 68-69 lancer653CE@earthlink.net El Paso, TX 

Myers, Russell  Rust1950@aol.com  Harrison, OH 

Nesmith, Bruce 68-70 Nesmith@pickens.net Daphine, AL 

Nowlin, Charles 70 Unknown San Antonio, TX 

Olsson, Roger 69-70 olsson@primenet.com Prescott, AZ 

Parks, Gene 68-70 Fivestar@geneparks.com Emmett, ID 
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Died During Tour 
Bailey, “Beetle” 70-71  

Bishop, Ron J. 69-70  

Boyd, Keith 70-71 Lancer 19 

Bullock, Don E. 69-70  

Castleberry, Donovan 71  

D’Agostino, Pete 70-71 Lancer 31 ? 

Dorris, Mike 69-70  

Durham, Charles M. 69-70  

Farmer, Charles 70-71  

Felisberto, John 69-70  

Kurger, ? 70-71  

Lassiter, William 69-70  

Lenick, Mark 69-70  

Nichols, “Nick”  CE of 455 

Powers, Richard 70-71 Lancer 51 

Taylor, Ed 70-71  

Toarmina, Tony 69-70  

Washington, Robert 69-70  

Smith, Arthur W. 22 Apr 1969 

Dorsey, James R. Jr. 26 Apr 1969 

Cox, Micheal M. 03 Sep 1969 

Hughes, Carl P. 03 Sep 1969 

Screen, Marvin E. 03 Sep 1969 

Sutton, Ben F. 03 Sep 1969 

Lyon, James M. 06 Feb 1970 

Burton, James E. 03 Mar 1970 

Hernandez, Frank S. 06 May 1970 

Kirk, Robert L. 06 May 1970 

Weiss, William C. 06 May 1970 

Worthington, Richard C. 06 May 1970 

Barry, George F. 23 May 1970 

Miller, Eugene S. 23 May 1970 

Perkins, Stephen J. 23 May 1970 

Vaught, William H. 23 May 1970 

Evanoff, Alvin L. 06 Dec 1970 

Taylor, Walter J. Jr. 06 Dec 1970 

Anderson, Charles R. 03 Mar 1971 

Sgambati, Paul A. 03 Mar 1971 

Arthur Smith was our first KIA and his info is as follows:  
--- General / Personal ---  
Last name: SMITH 
First name: ARTHUR WHORLOW 
Home of Record (official): DAYTONA BEACH 
State (official): FL 
Date of Birth: Wednesday, June 16, 1948 
Sex: Male 
Race: Caucasian 
Marital Status: Single 
--- Military ---  
Branch: Army 
Rank: SP5 

Arthur W. Smith 
Our first KIA 

Serial Number: 12888034 
Component: Regular 
Pay grade: E5 
MOS (Military Occupational Specialty code): 67N20 
Major Organization: 101st Abn Div  
--- Action ---  
Start of Tour: Wednesday, February 19, 1969 
Date of Casualty: Tuesday, April 22, 1969 
Age at time of loss: 20 
Casualty type: (A1) Hostile, died 
Reason: Air loss - Crashed on land (Crew member - Helicop-
ter) 
Country: South VietNam 
Province: Quang Tri 
The Wall: Panel 26W - Row 027 
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David and I hope you have enjoyed our first issue. The 
success and future direction truly depends on you. 
Please take an active roll by doing at least one or more  
of the following: 

Send a photo of your family along with a short after tour 
biography. Be sure to identify everyone in the photo. I 
can scan up to a 5 by 7 photo. Write your name and ad-
dress on the back of the photo. I will try to return each 
photo sent.  

Send a short story about some aspect of your tour. 
Funny, sad or downright scary everyone has a story to 
tell.   

Send a book report on any military related book. Al-
though our primary focus is on Vietnam, any military 
related book is ok. 

Send us reunion and events information. We have listed 
the major 101st or helicopter crewmember related reun-
ions. If you know of others please send details. Remem-
ber this is a quarterly publication. Be sure to summit 
early. 

There are three sections in need of regular submissions. 

The three are On the Ground, In the Air and The Huey. 
All three require some historical research.  

The section titled The Huey does not have to pertain just 
to the Huey. Any technical article is OK. Someone may 
want to do an article on the M-16, M-60, LOH, or Cobra. 
Articles about aircraft maintenance would be good.  

In the On the Ground section. Articles such as the units 
of the 101st and their location in I Corps would be ap-
propriate. Stories about the FSBs and the grunts life in 
the field will go here.    

In the Air would be a good place for an article about the 
various 101st aviation units. The number of aircraft and 
troops each unit had . Of course there will be a number 
of your “Once upon a time and this is no bull ….” stories 
here. If you send them.   

Please consider researching some aspect of the 101st in 
Vietnam and writing an article.  

If everyone works a little we will have a newsletter that 
you, the reader will look forward too. 

Our next issue should go out the last week of April. 

Thanks for your help.   
  

The Newsletter 
By Gary Whitty 



Reunions 

The Big Survey 

Will you be going to the 101st reunion June 6th—10th 2000 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky? 
                 The Borax 20 mule team could not keep me away.         Yes 
                                              The crystal ball is a little foggy.          Maybe 
     Jupiter will not be in alignment with Pluto on that date.          No 
Will you be going to the VHCMA reunion June 19th—25th 2000 in Charlotte, NC? 
                          If the lord is willing and the creek don’t rise.        Yes 
Just setting on the top rail of the fence, could fall either way.        Maybe 
                            The family reunion and grand kids win out.        No 
Will you be going to the VHPA reunion June 30th—July 4th 2000 in Washington, DC? 

    Once upon a time and this……… I have got a story to tell.         Yes 
               Need to know where President Bill Clinton will be.         Maybe 
     Firmly believe that a meteor will hit DC around July 1st.         No 
Going to a reunion or event not listed? Let us know here. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Our next issue will contain the maybe and yes tabulation of attendees. Be sure to mail back 
the survey form ASAP in the envelope provided. 
Please provide the following information for our Dec directory. This is for our paper directory 
to be mailed with the Oct/Nov/Dec issue. The online directory will only contain your e-mail 
address. 
Your name.________________________________________________________________________ 
Your call sign._____________________________________________________________________  
 CEs and DGs have used the last 3 digits of the tail number. ( Lancer 653 CE) 

Dates of service with the Lancers. MM/YY_______________  to  MM/YY__________________ 
Your address._______________________________________________________________________ 
Your phone number(s)  ______________________________________________________________ 
Your e-mail address.________________________________________________________________ 

LANCERS  

? 



Lancers 

One of our most important missions is to find our compatriots. Please list anyone we need to 
look for here. Old orders with SSNs would help. 

LANCERS  

? 
Name Rank SSN MOS Approx. Dates of tour 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Newsletter 

Comments 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 


