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to pick a specific topic and share emails regarding the
topic. While not every email could be included, the bulk of
them are and they involve the future of Lancer Huey 6717650 which is the lead picture from page on e. Shou ld
any of you w ithout internet capability have any interesting
stories or information about 650, just send a letter to me
and I will be happy to share it with the group. In addition
to these type discussions is always the normal
comm unications, i.e., jokes, wisdom, questions, mini
reunions, VA inform ation, video clips, food for though t,
puzzles, gam es, and occasionally . . . a little ribbing? Of
course, I pride m yself in not participating in such childish
pursuits . . ., and in being a hab itual liar!!! (hehe)
W ord from Denn is Sousa’s son Dan iel is the MDL
are schedu led to arrive home on or about August 25; the
Lady Lancer site indicated their site will close down on
August 18 and does have some information on their
redeployment to Ft. Cam pbell absent a final arrival date.
I have sent Becki Gaston and Gina Nicolao an em ail
request for information as soon as possible in case any of
our members nearby want to welcom e them when they get
off the plane (JD did th is du ring their last retu rn). I have
also asked for information on the hom ecom ing party and
when they would like our check to support that function.
I will share any response IF I get it before I complete the
news letter.
As always, it goes without saying that I appreciate
every Lancer an d special thanks to the many w ho give so
frequen tly to our Association. I look forward to seeing a
few of you next week in MSP and everyone else next year
when you decide it is finally time to mak e a reunion before
you are to old to have a good time w hile there! The
homepage has email addresses for your Association
Officers and should you not be on-line, you may contact
me at 915-56 5-9741 (please leave a message IF you get an
answering machine and realize I listen to my m essages at
least once every two or three days . . . kinda like m y em ail!
Your Officers are also listed on th e back pag e of th is
New sletter! Everyon e hang is there and always have a nice
day!

Editorials
by Lanny Ruck President and Dana Lane S/T

President’s Message
Lanny at Quang Tri

I hop e everyon e is still well and hap py as we en ter
the second half of 2006 and that SOM EON E (?) has
plans to attend the last reu nion nex t week in
M inneapo lis/St.Paul? Actually, the followin g are currently
schedu led to be in MSP for the 61st 101 st Reunion Augu st
2-6: Myself, Betsy and D ana Lan e with one to three
guests, Russ an d Do rothy Ba lisok, Terry Kaufman,
Clarence Con fer, and Margaret and Paul Cole. Any others
are more th an we lc ome and would be a nice surprise? The
Un it dinn er is currently scheduled for Thursday evening
(location as yet determined) and the bu siness m eeting w ill
be at 9 AM Satu rday in wh atever room the A viation Un it
meeting is in that starts at 9:30.
M y erratic performance regarding the New sletter
continues as evidenced by the lateness of it’s arrival.
How ever, I wou ld point out that w e needed some p ictures
from the VHPA and VH CM A to make a full issue. In that
regard, we d on’t have any pictu res fro m the V HCM A in
that we only kn ow of three attendees: Steve Plyman,
Roger Olson, and Terry W illman. Steve didn’t get any
pictures nor did he see R oger or Terry; I have a phone
message in to Terry in ho pes of any pictures an d/or a
repo rt before I finish this newsletter . . . ah . . . probably
about 10 hours from no w given m y com puter
expertise?Suffice to say th e fo rma t w ill ag ain be the same
as the first quarter because Word Perfect for Dum mies is
my on ly presen t option.
You will find a complete report of the VHPA
meeting and plenty of pictures from that reun ion w ithin
this newsletter. A reminder right now that the next
VHPA will be in Tucso n, AZ in the first week of July so
please make plans to attend. While very expensive for
events, the VHPA R eu nio n is a g re at time and alw ays w ell
run with terrific attendance (over 270 0 w ith fam ily
mem bers in W ashington, DC )!
Ken Prater is our newest Yahoo Grou p m emb er
and the group is now at 93. Of course the newsletter is on
our Lancer Homepage for those with computers and the
mailed copy is strictly sent to those Lancers who do not
have internet capability. It occurred to me that perhaps
the off line Lancers may be interested in what type of
dialog goe s on with in the Yahoo Group so I have decided

Lanny Ruck - Lancer 13 - 1970-71

Report from the Secretary-Treasurer
Dana and Betsy Lane
Dana, Betsy and
some guests will be at
MS P next w eek!
Hey D ana, why didn’t
one of us think to name
a daughter . . . Liz!
(hehe)
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Hi Lan ny,
Here is the S/T report. Really not much to report as
only $110 has come in year to date. $100 in donations
and a $1 0 order for patches. N o expenses h ave been
submitted for payment. There must be some postage
and newletter expenses that should be subm itted for
reim bursem ent.
The cash in checking has a balance of $1,651.92 as of
Jun e 22 , 2006 .
Two new lancers have joined the Association, Bruce R.
Beb an an d K en P rater.
If you need more let me know.
Dana

A future for Lancer Huey 67-17650?
As stated in my P’s message, I’m going to place
correspondence concerning the above subject matter so
those of you who are not on-line can have some idea of
what go es on within th e Yahoo em ail Group. I will start
with the email I received from Bill Rogerson on 5/31/06
and do m y best to place things in the ord er they were
received albeit not all emails may be inclu ded. A picture
or two may be included as well as a webpage (one can
always go to any Public L ibrary an d ask for help in
accessin g any particular address!).
Lance, I recieved a email from F rank T resenrider with
the Wing s and R otors Air Museum , Murrieta, Ca. He was
with K ingsm en AH C 68 -69. Th ey have a chan ce
to get 67-1 76 50 to restore, it is flyable with a little work.
The museum is asking if the Lancers org. would be willing
to collect and donate m oney to restore it. They are
concidering another helicopter 808 from the 118 AHC.
The decision hasn 't been m ade yet as to which th ey w ill
choose. He stated that if we were willing to help raise
mo ney to restore 67-17650 it may tip the scales tow ard
650. There website is
www.wingsandrotors.org. L et me
know w hat you think. Take care. Bill Rogerson

Jan/Feb/Mar 2006

promise . . . bu t I d on't th ink I'm interested in any bidding
war? 118 AH C???? T he CAV ??? The only nightm ares I
have about Vietnam are winning $20 at the pool table and
the guy, as he hands me the twenty, says in a w hinny vo ice:
"IF YOU AIN'T C AV; YOU AIN'T SH IT"! I always awake
then and realize it's just a recurring nightmare . . . hell, IF
it actually hap pen ed I would have said: Why Th ank you , I
think that is a double negative and gramm atically incorrect
. . . have a nice day! (heh e)
W hile I think our funds are sound, we do have a
c om m itment to the FR G for $1 00 0 for the B/5/101
homecoming this fall . . . I think we should handle that
before anything else as an Association. Ah . . . please give
all you can to the below fund . . . right after you have
donated a like amount to Our Association! Lanny - 13. PS:
Bill: nice to hear from you . . . hope you are well and
happy? Are you on Y aho o? I will view th eir website this
weekend when I have som e free time; don't take my
com men ts too seriously. . . ah . . . I drink a lot and am
frequently incoh erent!

Fro m: Gary Bow man
To : Lancers_B_C o_158th _Avn_B n@ yahoogroups.com
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 2006 8:41 AM
Subject: Re: Fw: helicopter 67-17650
Lanny,
I am biased on this one, but one of our own, 69-15140, is
in Everett, WA being restored for the Museum Of F light in
Seattle. It will never fly again, but if the association shou ld
donate any funds towards a restoration project, it should be
one of our own.
GB (Gary Bowman)
Re: Fw: helicopter 67-17650
67-1 765 0, according to the data provided by Gary
Roush , was a Lancer bird.
http://thelancers.org/ACdatabase/67-17650.HTM
w2 (W alter White)

Flight: Just received this from B ill Rogerson . . . he did
not indicate the missive was persona l or confidential . . .,
so I am sharing it with you for yo ur th oug hts. Ah . . .
haven 't even checked to see if Bill is on Yahoo (don’t ever
remem ber hearing from him b efore?) nor whether 6717650 was ever in our inventory or even that of the
Kingsmen? I'm all for restoring any Vietn am helico pter if
I get a "little s tic k tim e" . . . no 25' hovering autos . . . I

Well . . . according to the link W W just sent, 17650 w as
ours? We got anybody who remembers this incident
and/or was invo lved? IM W TK . Ah . . . perhaps IF they
get this done, we could sneak over one night and change
that white diamond to a white circle? (hehe) Lanny
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Re: Fw: helicopter 67-17650
Russ an d Reggie cou ld take it out of the hanger, fly to
Arizona get Bob and WF to have a full crew, then just
keep headin east over IH 10 pickin up Lancers as they
went alo ng.
w2
Lanny...
650 was definitely one of ours and was in the initial
series. I'm not sure who it was assigned to, but Fo rt,
Eisenho wer and Kroese (wh o I th ink h ad 6 52 , now that
I think more about it) flew it regularly.
I agree we should focus on FRG and the homecoming
expenses, before looking to 6 50, how ever.
Russ (Russ Balisok)
W ell if I remem ber correctly 650 was parked on the flight
line right beh ind 684 down in the h ole. I believe th ere is
a picture of it with the words "F or Sale" on the nose.
Dennis (Denn is Sousa)
Lanny, Russ
I agree we should not let the aircraft become our first
priority. Besides as old as we all getting we will a stepletter just to get our foot high enough to put it on the
toe of the skid let alone the contortions that will be
needed to pull our jockey shorts out the crack in our fat
ass just to strap in. Hell we ain't even fired up this beast
and I am ready for a nap!
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684 : Than ks . . . who are yo u? I guess I've had another
alcohol induced brainfart . . . I couldn't find you in the
directory . . . possibly another brainfart? Give me a clue
at least? But you (and others) are definitely right, 650
was definitely ours! I had a call from Brian B ailey
(Lancer 33) last night and he said he was sure it was the
aircraft he put a "For Sale" sign on, had seen th e picture
on o ur h om epag e before but co uldn't open it n ow.
Flight: Brian has come through h is surgery fine but had
a "minor" stroke while recovering at the hospital. It must
have been m inor as he sounded great an d very loose . . .
ah . . . lucid - Yea, that's the ticket. He was going to do
som e research of his own an d get back with m e . . .
hop efully he will d o it in an em ail to th e group.
Russ : Thank s, ah . . . they pay me the "big buck s" for m y
office and my ability to "speculate" on any issue and
attempt to get others to speculate also!
Bob: Ah . . . hell. . . perhaps 650 could give you a "sling
load" ride while you nap . . . best of both worlds? (hehe)
Going to Tu cson Jun e 15 th th ru 1 7th for some golf . . .
available to any and all in the evening for dinner any of
those nights . . . hell, come over Saturday and we can
watch the big fight . . .Wright v. Taylor I think?
WW : Brian said he thought 650 was the one he had a
caution light on an d lan ded som ewhere in th e flats . . .
they fixed it or at least found they cou ld fly it back to
Evans (can't remem ber . . . it was yesterday); he tried
Bill R 's lin k to the C alifornia gro up bu t said it wo uldn 't
open . . . anybody else tried it?

Bob (Bob Stroud)
67-17650 was ours I was the her C.E. from may 69 on.
Here are a coup le of pictures taken of her from m ay to
july 69. (To mm y Tay lor)

HITHAND - Lanny PS: Thanks to anyone else who
answered concerning 650, ah . . . I thought Brian's For
Sale sign was pretty snazzy . . . indicative of a " big tool
and dy e guy" and P oet Lariat! (hehe)
Lan,
I lost track again...to where do we donate $ to the
Lancer"s Association?
...and is my question grammatically correct?
aa (Andy Archer)
Lance
I just tried the Wings and Rotors web site and it was
working fine.
Tom Taylor
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Russ,
You are right about 652 belonging to Jerry Kroese and
W GW . I wish I could rem emb er our DG and C rew
Ch ief. How's your m emo ry on that?
WG W (Glen W eeks)
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I remember George McInnis and Rusty Myers getting
injured when their aircraft was on the ground delivering
ammo and a mortor round landed nearby. George had a
mino r head/eye injury and Rusty took som e shrapnel to
his lower leg. I don't remem ber the LZ but I rem emb er
picking th em up. S om ewhere I ha ve a picture of th em in
the back of m y aircraft. I th ink I was with Capt. K ain

Howdy,

but it's been a long time and I'm not sure.

I was crew chief on 650, right after Don Turney. The
last I saw of that ship was right after I got hit Feb. 18
1971 on fire base ranger near Khe San, full of holes but
still flying. Holger R enken

Terry Kaufm an

Hi Russ;

Holger,
Do you rem emb er more details? W ere you on 6 50 w hen
you got hit on Ran ger? Was it a m ortar? Do yo u rem emb er
the crew?

Close, but my first was 67-17654 w ith Ed Ellison as
Ch ief.

John Donaldson Lancer 14

Ken (Kenn eth Fort)

Don,
Th ere is no internet connection to the archives that I got
this information fro m . I ordered it back in the nineties
from the National Archives on paper. It was about 200 pages
of crap with abou t 30 pages of m eaninful data. It was 25
cents per page and I th ink it has gone up to 5 0 cents per
page now.

67-1 765 0 Lam Son In cident
According to records from the archives on Lam Son 719,
aircraft 650, on Feb 18, 1971 , suffered m ajor dam age in
Laos from a mortar. At 153 0 hou rs dam age was su ffered
on land ing at 5 feet at zero airsp eed at grid coordinates
591515.
John Donaldson Lancer 14
John...I remem ber an a/c (don't know for sure if it was
650) getting hit going into Ranger North. I believe the
mortar wen t off at abou t the 8 O 'clock position an d did
considerable dam age to the a/c. I remem ber the crew
and m aintenance cou nted w ell over 100 ho les in the left
side of the a/c. At the time, both Ranger North and
South were under heavy attack by NVA forces to include
T-51 tanks doing ped al turns in the perim eter wire.
Althou gh, I som etimes w onder if I have all the facts
right after 35 years. Is there anyone else out there that
remem bers this incident in Lom Son. Also, how do you
get to the archives? Don Pipes
A lady walks into a drug store and tells the pharmacist she needs some
cyanide. The pharmacist said, "Why in the world do you need cyanide?"
The lady then explained she needed it to poison her husband. The
pharmacist's eyes got big and he said, "Lord have mercy, I can't give
you cyanide to kill your husband! That's against the law! I'll lose my
license, they'll throw both of us in jail and all kinds of bad things will
happen! Absolutely NOT! You CANNOT have any cyanide!"
Then the lady reached into her purse and pulled out a picture of her
husband in bed with the pharmacist's wife. The pharmacist looked at the
picture and replied, "Well now, you didn't tell me you had a prescription."

Maybe I s ho uld take the time to enter the meaningful data.
I have talked abou t it a lot, but haven 't done it.
John Donaldson Lancer 14

John, I was the CE in the aircraft at that time. You've got
everything right except the time, it was about 1000 hrs.
Maybe that was the time it was recorded. A m ortar landed
on both sides of the aircraft, I got hit, blew the watch off of
my left wrist ( 3 tendons, 2 nerves an d one artery), a
smaller wound on my left forearm and several cut on my
legs. Also split the soles on both my boots. The gunner got
a small cut on his forehead as far as I know. They dropped
me at an aid station, there was a blurr of several h ospitals
and one RP G attack and I was in Japan, 2 w eeks later I
was at G reat L akes Naval B ase.
In a prior writing I stated that I was with Don Turney on
650 but after some though t I think I was a gunner for Don
on 657 before getting assigned to 650 as crew chief, don't
know who h ad it before me. H olger Renken
Flight,
I've been away for a while and haven't read all the thread,
but 65 0 was on e of ours. It was the bird C apt W aller
used as main tenanc e an d reco very bird. H e dragged some

Just a test to see IF you are paying attention? (hehe)
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of us out of a coup le of nasty areas in it when w e were
on recoveries.
I was fill in cc for a couple months during 1970. Ralph
Furu lli later becom e her crew chief
BP (Bruce Pussey)
Pig, Why don't you write down everything, as a diary,
log, m em oirs, book..? I have follow ed this L ancer circle
for a few years, and I have follow ed you, as you r old
friend (remem ber visiting Yazoo Co.?) As a contributor
to the discussions. You've done your research, you have
the formal education, and, by the way, we entered the
cockpit at Camp E vans at the same date, roomed next
door in the hootch, and flew into hell and back as
AC 's......., and D -Ros'd at th e sam e tim e.
Anyw ay, Old Crow tells me to shut up. It's 1940h rs.
Proud to have known you, and want to hear from you.
Jerry- 51 (Jerry H orne)
Flight: The first bad news in I will be unable to get out
the 2d quarter n ewsletter un til the week of Ju ly 10th . I
was going to do an abbreviated 10 pager concentrating on
Hu ey 17650 (thanks for the resend of the pho to, D enn is the dummy has saved it now!) and a few VA articles but
have decided to wait so I can put pictures from the
V H CM A (Steve Plym an?? ?) and the VH PA (I'll get those).
I leave tomorrow early for a week with the fam ily!
The second bad news is that w e had to put W hiskers to
sleep yesterday after 13 years . . . failing kidneys. The
girls took it pretty hard and I'm taking it even harder. I
guess if there is any consolation, she only suffered about
an hour and Joh n D on wo n't be forced to view her private
parts in future Xmas pictures . . . ah . . . not sure why he
was focusing there in the first place? Petoph ile? (HeH e)
The good news is Dana reports we have $1651.92 in our
funds wh ich is enough to give our homecoming party gift
to the FRG and take care of the next newsletter with 3 or
4 hu ndred left over. I'll be changing my em ail preference
to on-line later tonight so you only have about 10 or 12
hours to screw with me before I'm out of the A O u ntil July
7! (hehe) HITHAND - Lanny - 13. PS: G B: Do I n eed to
call you and tell you wh at we shot in the Golf Scram ble .
. . or can you wait until I return? IMWT K? PPS: Yo . . .
Horn ey . . . don't give JD too big a head with all those
com pliments . . . albeit . . . we could all use a "little" head
once in a wh ile!
Ah . . ., this obviously concluded the email thread about
Lancer Huey 67-17650; newsletter by July 10? Did I
mention I was a habitual liar and a procrastinator? Do
YOU have any information about 650? Send it to me and
I will share it with the Group. Better yet, now that you
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see how stimulating the discussion is, just go out and get
a comp uter and en ter the 20 th century; it only hurts for a
little wh ile! Hell, IF you absolu tely can’t join us on Yahoo,
the least you can d o is make a reun ion next year.

61st 101st Reunion in Minneapolis
Min neapolis, known as the “Land of 10,00 0 T hings to
do” is the perfect location for the 2006 Reunion. The
“Twin Cities” of Minneapolis & St. Paul share the
M ississip pi River however, th ey h ave very little else in
common. Minneapolis has its tall, sophisticated,
buildings and big city lights, while St. Paul offers fairytale turrets and old fashioned street lamps. These two
cities offer world class attractions including, art galleries,
award w inning theatre, historical sites, man y restaurants
and wonderful sho ppin g. There is no tax in Minneapo lis
on man y items including Books, Shoes, Clothing, etc. so
prepare to save!
Your reu nion begins w ith a casual reception at the hotel
on W ednesday evening; this will be a wond erful chance to
catch up with your friends. Reunion tours begin on
Th ursday; you will be thrilled, charmed, and en tertained
at the Chanhassen Dinner T heatre, the nation’s largest
professional d inner theatre, and the largest restaurant in
the state of Minn esota. The M inneapolis/St. Paul City
tour on Friday will feature some of the city’s oldest
neighborhood s, historic F ort Snellin g, the Govern or’s
Mansion, State Capitol building, and Saint Paul
Cathedral. Saturday, don’t miss the opportunity to tour
the W abasha Street C aves, learn about fam ous gang sters
like John Dillinger, and see where they hid while plotting
their next crime. The historic Riverfront Area and the
M ill City Museum will bring histo ry to life. Th is
reunion will offer an unforgettab le visit to one Am erica’s
best loved cities, and give you mem orable experiences to
share with family and friends.
Th e official reunion dates are from Tues day, Aug ust 1 st
through Sund ay, Augu st 6 th, 2006. Rooms are being
held fo r those of you wou ld like to arrive earlier. Yo u w ill
be staying at the Sheraton Bloomington
Hotel–Min neapolis South which is located at 7800
Normandale Blvd, Minneapolis, MN 55439. The
Sheraton Bloomington is in close proximity to many of
the areas top attractions. You can visit the hotel website
by clicking on the picture to the right.
This full service hotel offers many amenities including a
fitness center, an indoor pool, 2 full service restaurants,
a lounge, as well as room service. For those of you
driving to the reunion, the hotel offers plenty of
com plimentary parking. If you are flying the hotel offers
com plimentary shuttle service to the surroun ding area
and Minneap olis Intern ational A irport (M SP).
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The room rate is just $99.00 plus tax per night. Please
make your hotel reservations TODAY by calling the
hotel directly at 952-835-7800 between 9-4 pm CST
and ask for in-hou se reservations. Mention th at you are
with the 101 st Airborne Division Reunion to assure you
get the special room rate. You m ay request specific room
types when you call to make your reservations (handicap
accessible room, etc.). The h otel ch eck-in time is
3:00pm . Please don’t expect to get into your room
before then.
Ma ke your ho tel reservations NOW ! You m ay cancel
you r hotel roo m later (up u ntil 72 hou rs before arrival)
and no t be charged. D ue to the popu larity of this city
the hotel will sell out fast, so don’t get left out by
waitin g too long . W e h av e a limite d n umber o f ro oms
and m ay not be able to get additional rooms. You m ust
call by Ju ly 1, 2006 to receive th is guaran teed rate.
For driving directions please ask the hotel when you
mak e your reservation or Click Here for map directions.
Travel safely and we will see you in Minneapolis!
Just thought I would throw this in again for any who
might make a last second decision to join us in MSP!
W hile the hotel is now sold ou t, there are other hotels in
the immediate area. As we will have out business meeting
in MS P, here again are the minutes from the last meeting
in Tampa Bay.
Annual Meeting of the Lancer Association Minutes
13 August 2005
1. M eeting was called to o rder at 11 00 hrs.
2. Invocation was delivered by Chas Grabon
3. Roll call of officers was taken:
a. Pre sident, Lancer Ruck, present.
b. Vice-President, W alt W hite, not p resent.
c. Secretary-T reasurer, D ave M ussey, present.
d. Member attendees: D on P ipes, C has G rabo n, Rick Bergquist,
Bill Rogerson, and Bill Griffith.
4. Dave read the minutes of 2004. Motion to accept the minutes
as read by Chas G., second by Bill G.. Vote approved.
5. The Secretary-Treasure report was given by Dave. Motion to
accept was made by Bill R., second by Rick B.. Vote approved.
6. Comm ittee Reports. None
7. Old b usiness. An update on the status of the brick program
was reported by Dave. All Lancers are accounted for, including
the MD L. Dave had repo rted that he has had no luck in finding
someone to lead the scrapbo ok project. Rick B. vo lunteered to
tackle the job and w as given some of the L ancer items to begin
with. W e still haven’t found a good way to identify any Lancers
in need of assistance to attend a reunio n. W e will still continue
the effort though. The store is currently low on items b ut the
association will do restocking of the items in demand soon.
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8. New business. Nominations were opened from the floor for last
minute nominee names for the offices of president, vice-president
and secretary-treasurer. No additional name given, the slate stood
at Lancer Ruck for president, Walt White for Vice-president and
with Da ve M ussey wit h d r a w i n g, D a n a L ane fo r
secretary-treasurer. By a unanimous decision these candidates
were all elected. A letter was read from W alt Fuller nominating
Don ‘Doc’ LaRue to be an honorary Lanc er for his supp ort to the
Lancers and 1 01st Airbo rne D ivision during his tour in Iraq.
Motion by Bill G. to accept the nomination, second by Bill R. and
accepted into the Lancers approved by all present. A discussion
ensued about giving our suppo rt to the 101st Airborne Association
in the form of encouraging membership of Lancers to the larger
association. W e will continue to provide our members, who wish,
the info they need to join the 101st Airborne Association.
9. Comm unication. None
10. Mo tion to adjourn was made and accepted. Meeting adjourned
at 1200 hrs.

Do you remember reading about the
“BIG Party” in Washington, DC in the
last newsletter? Well, it was really big
with over 2700 Pilots, family, and
friends . . . the largest VHPA Reunion to
date and it was a Terrific time!

L to R: Rick Siler (Ghostrider), Bob Furiegh (Musket), and
Lanny Ruck (Lancer 13) on the Mall in Washington, DC
for the 4 th of July fireworks display over the W ashington
Mo num ent. Rick was a classmate of Chas Grabon and Bob
went to flight school and room ed with m e at Ft. Rucker
with two others.

The 2006 VHPA Reunion in DC!
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Agggggggg! Damn ^*&&%*^(& computers!
W hen I went to add the remaining pictures here I began
getting an “u nkn own file form at” m essage . . . something
to do with my caApp o r so m ethin g . . . seem s strange it
did the last picture but won’t do any more? I tried the
only thing I kn ow . . . turn it off, wait 10 minutes (2 0 if
you smoke a cigar and have a few glasses of wine), cross
you fingers, turn it back on, and pray! *^%*&(&( didn ’t
work. Ergo, since I need to get this out NOW, the pictures
mu st be omitted and I am going to make th is a o ne s tamp
edition (10 pages folded without an outside mailing
envelope). The reason is I want this to arrive on the first
or second of August so some you in within a 3 to 500 mile
radius might take a ride up for a day and meet som e fellow
Lancers . . . I ’ll b uy ! C all m e on my cellular at 915-4915685. Certainly I’m go ing to call Glen And erson at the
current number I have from the 2003 directory since he
lives in Minneapolis!
How ever, there is some very good news that also
needed to be in this edition in case any of you w anted to
join us for the welcome home party for the Modern D ay
Lancers. I have just received this from Becki Gaston:
Hello,
Its wonderful to hear from you! I mailed you a few months ago
and never heard back - so I was afraid that we had lost contact.
I feel awful that we ha ve not communicated m ore this
dep loyme nt; I have just been so busy! I have a 15 mo nth old
son and a NEW baby girl, that is only 8 weeks old! So as you
can imagine m y days are fairly busy.
All that aside we have finally been able to begin working on
the welcome home party! We are all so excited about it; Gina
and I have wanted to let you guys know sooner what our plans
were for the Welcome Home party- but until our last FRG
meeting nothing had been decid ed, in fac t for the past 3
meetings things have changed fro m one idea to ano ther. W e
(MAN Y women) were finally able to reach a decision that
everyone was happy with last time. As I believe Gina emailed
you last night, we plan to do it at Beachaven Winery on Friday
October, 27th. Someone suggested to me yesterday that rather
than calling it a welcome home we should call it a LANCER
family reunion! I thought that was cute and will present it as an
idea a t our next meeting, which is mid A ugust.
W ith everyone coming home at different times and dates, and
not knowing WH EN, and then block leave, plus the fact that
they will eventually have to go do wn to po rt to fly the helo's
back- there is just no time soon er then October to do it. We all
wish it could be closer to their arrival, but its so hard to plan
something without knowing dates. We are hearing that the
majority of our soldiers will be home late August, but no
specific dates have been mentioned- probably because they
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would just change anyways! W e do have a coup le due home in
a few days, and a small group coming around the first or second
week of August, but I believe that the majority of our company
will not be till the last week or 2 of August. As time draws
closer and we hear things Gina and I will keep you in the loop
to the best of our ability. We are only receiving phone calls 2448 hours before their arrival. We have been told that only after
the plane has left Kuwait is when we will get a call letting us
know that they will be to Ft C amp bell within 24 to 48 hours.
As far as the do nation check goes, I will let Gina hand le that!
She is o ur finances lady a nd does a great jo b. W e app reciate
your guys' generosity more than I can say! Thank You does
NO T begin to express our thanks! That and your support and
willingness to be here for our soldiers when they arrive is very
admirable and sweet. I know the guys look up to you men who
came b efore them. W e as wives app reciate you also, because
without your sacrifices and service we would not be where we
are today. So thank you on behalf of all of us- words just can
not say enough!
I hope all is well with everyone there- we are all fine and
getting m ore anxious everyd ay. W e are all ready to put this
deployment behind us and move on with our lives as
FAM ILIE S!
I hope this information was helpful and I also hope to hear back
from you! Let me know if there is anything I can do to help you
guys get here, find hotels, or whatever you guys may need. Our
website has a list of local ho tels, but I would be willing to help
further- if anyone needs picked up from the airport I know we
can arrange that as well.
Thank Y ou again for your support! I look forward to meeting
you- if you would like to give me a call sometime so we can
talk in greater depth p lease fee l free to do so! X XX X*- I would
love to chat with you and get a better feel of what we ca n do to
help you guys be here. Or if you want to email me your number
I can call you too.
Thanks again- go tta run and feed the baby!
Hugs Becki Gaston
* I have removed Becki’s number as this ends up on our Lancer
Homepa ge (eventually?) wherein anyone can see it. I have just
had a phone conversation with her to insure it was OK to place
her email within the newsletter.

Lancer Family Reunion Oct. 27, 2006!
at the Beachaven Winery!!!
Ah . . . I don’t think I co uld have picked a better location
m yself (hehe). Please let me know as early as possible IF
you plan to attend; this will be a great hom ecom ing party
for the MDL returning from their second tour in Iraq.

-8-

Volume 7 Issue 2

B Co 158th Avn Bn 101st Abn Div

VA Information

Lancer Association Officers
Lance E. Ruck (P)
4704 Post Road
El Paso, TX 79903-1530
Ph. 915-565-9741
leruck@elp.rr.com

W hile I have 3 or 4 articles from D ave for this
edition of the New sletter, that was when it was going to be
a full 20 pages and is no longer possible. Of course, the
Lancers on line are all well aware of the VA and what
services and ben efits are available. W E want tho se who are
not on line to also be aware, particularly IF YOU HAVE
NEVER BEEN T O THE VA OR CONSIDERED
FILING A CLAIM FOR BENEF IT S. Here is a recent
email from Walt F uller that I think pertinent:

Walter White (VP)*
4135 Hunters Glen
San Antonia, TX 78218-1571
Ph. 210-967-4011
w_a_white@yahoo,com
*Webmaster

My Lanc er Brothe rs...
Rece ived the good new s this evening of a 100% victory
in the case of fellow Lancer Do or Gunner, G eorge Lew is
vs The Bureaucratic Machine. Bill Potteet and I took up
the fight for George around the beginning of the year and
were assisted with documentation and letters from
several other B rothe r Lan cers.

Dana Lane (S/T)
119 Christy Lane
Portland, ME 04103
Ph. 207-797- 4646
Lancer55@aol.com

Take your hats off to "W ild Bill" Potteet. His efforts and
dedication were paramount in winning the claim for
Ge orge 's benefits.
W e are Lanc ers and w e take care of our fellow Lancers
!!!! No stopping until we all have the benefits we earned
so m any years ag o. Toge ther w e ca n do it.
W F Lancer 565
Way to go W alt and Bill! There are plenty of
Lancers who are more than willing to help you with any
questions you may have about th e VA; all you need to
do is contact one of us . . . Hell, come see me in MSP
and I can g ive you inform ation directly! (hehe)
Serio usly , IF y ou h ave n ever b een to the VA , you owe it
to yourself and fam ily to go - END OF STO RY!!

LancerS
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If you have any questions or
comments concerning this Newsletter or
any other matters concerning the Lancer
Association, feel free to contact any of the
Officers above.
IF you would like to make a
donation to the Lancer Association simply
send it to Dana Lane at the above
address. Any donation is tax deductible.
Also remember that we have various
Lancer items in our company store that
are available for purchase. And ALWAYS
remember to Hang in There and Have a
Nice Day!!!

is published quarterly by
whomever we can get to do it, right now it’s
your President!
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If you feel you are receiving this Newsletter in error or do not want to receive this
Newsletter in the future, please call the P’s number on page 9. You may call collect if you
desire to be removed from the mailing list!
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