S

ENCLOSURE 2

UNIT HISTORY

10 JAN 1970



té

N

UNIT HISTORY

1 Jamuary te 31 December 1970

158th AVIATION BATTALION (ASLT HEL)(AMBL)
101st AIRBORNE DIVISION (AMBL)
APO San Francisce 94383

by
CPT Frank R, Van Note

10 January 197




GENLCRAL

Throughout the year, the 158th Aviition Battalien (Aslt Ifcl)(Awbl) provided
its elements in General Suppert te the 101st Airborne Division (Ambl), Direct
" Suppert to 3d Drigade, 101st Airborno Division (Ambl), anld both Direct and
General Support to the 1st and 2d ARVN Regimentis. Th: Dattalion also pro-
vided en a daily basis, 5 UH-1ll and 2 AH~1G aircraft in Dircct Support of the
18t Drigade, 5th Infantry Divisien (Mechanized). In addition, the Battalion
supplicd en a daily basis, suoveral aircraft to the Spucial TForces in support
¢ CCN nissiens, :



. MAJOR QRGANIZATIONS OF THE 156tk AYIATION BATTALION (ASLT I:L)(AMBL)

INC, 158th Ava Bn (wslt lel)(Aubl)

p Th~ missien ef Headquarters is to furnish coumand, contrel, staff plan-
ning and supervision fer the 158th Aviation Baltalion (islt £21)(Ambl). HHC
provides the personnel, and their support for th: fcalquarters ¢f the 158th
Aviation Battalion (Aslt Ilel)(Ambl), and asnists the suoordinate companies in
the accemplishiient of their jiission, ®

Companies A, B, and C

The mission of Companies A, B, and C is to provide tactieal mebility fer
combat treops, suuplies, and equipment during thn conduct ef airmcbile opera-
tions, ; :

Company D

The mission of Company D is to provide security for airmobile forces
within the battalion, and to participate in offensive, defensive, and delay~
ing action as part of a highly mebile combined armed team.

Each cempany has adopted call signs we fallews:

Company A, Ghostrider
Company B, Lancer
Company C, Phoenix

Company D, Redskin

Bach coupany has a Traansporiation Detachnent, e 159th TC for A Com:any,
168th TC for B Company, 273d TC for C Company, and the 165tk TC for D Cempany.
The mission of the Transportation Detachments is to perferm Aivent suppert
aireraft waintenance, avi-uics, and supply supporte.
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Cempany A

Cemnany B

C ohl.tﬂ n"r C

Cempany D

COMALD NG CFF'ICURS

158th Aviation Battalion

LTC Joseph H. Kastner
LTC Geerge N, Stenehjem
I1C Hobers J. Gerard

Headquarters Cempany

CFT Joseph J. Pauere Jr,
CPT Lawrence I. Karpman
CPT William G, Hinkel Jr,
11T Dennis M. Demuth

CT William A, Vivele Jr.

MAJ Turner D, Griffin Jr.
MAJ Edwin L. Richter

MAJ William L, Longarzc
MAJ Raydean H., Pattersen

<7

CP! Jimay E. Griffis
MAJ Grant S. Green
MAJ Paul A. Cole
CPT Jamas U, Becker

*A4 T Gerald Lord
MAT William L. Longarze
CPT R\)ﬁ(\rt Je Baker

}iAJ Thomas J. Glenn
CPT Seth F, Hudgins Jr,
HMAJ James W. Lloyd




UNTT HiSTORY
1970

“~—  The new year came te the 158th Aviatien Battalien (Aslt Ilel)(Ambl) under
cever of lew ceilings, poor visibility and heavy rains, The poer weather cone
ditions that are characteristic ef the northeast monsoon during the winter o
months hampered the flying of the 158th, however the Battalien was able to run
a few large multi-ship meves in Januaxry. Onec, en 16 Jamuary was an artillery
raid fer the 3d Brigadc., The artillery was emplaced en FSB Shepard and extract-
ed the same afternoon. The mission was a complete success without incident.

On 29 Jamary the 158th inserted 900 ARYN troeps into I.Z's in the northeast
cerner of Viet Nam without incident,

The scarcity of large moves did not keep the 158th from sééing any actien,
The first tlirce months of 1970 saw the 158th sustain 19 UH-1H aircrats damaged,
8 AH~1G aircraft damaged, and 1 AH-1G destreyed all by hostile fire, The

majority of the aircraft received damage while in sup.ort of the 1st Brigade,

5th Infantry (Mech) in the extreme nerthern portiens of I Cerps Military Reglien,
The primary missiens fer the 158th were P Company Ranger insecrtiens, ARVN Ranger
insertions and 1/5th Mech contact missions, The 158th was credited with 25 '
- VC/NVA confirmed kills by helicepter, four stiuctures destroyed and all inser-
tion nissions completed.,

The geed weather that came vith spring was conducive to more large multi-
ship combat assaults which were conducted using maximum firepower, chemieal and
deceptive measuras available, A quadrant system ef air traffic control and ee-

~dination of suppressive firepower was devised and used on all assaults., 3Jach

3sault included air strikes on selected targets in the vicinity ef the LZ's,
““tube artillery firing preparation fires on and around the IZ's, and aerial
recket artillery as final preparatien fire, Continuous supvressive fires were
used during the landing phases along with employment of CS gas and smoke on
selected areas along the approach and dernarture routes to and frem the LZ's.
Also, Air Cavalry scouts were emplcyed to soek out enemy anti-agircraft and
indirect {ire wcapons bofor: and alft:r the initial assaults on th: 1Z's,
Combat assaults consistirg of twoty 1lift ships wor: uscd to ins-rt treeps
into such placos as P33 Ripcord and {!Reilly, namcs that are dostined te be
remambor2d fer a long tiwe by the men «f the 158th.

on 1 Moy onc C&C, 30 UH-1H aircraft, six gunsihips, three smoke UH=-1H air-
craft, tlwee CS UH-1H aircraft and two szctions of ARA wer: cmpleyed to cembat
assault 480 troops of th. 54th ARVN Regiment inte Tun Tavern (YD €59328).
This mov: was highly succossful and a similar package was used again en the 6th
of Myy when landing on LZ Miller (XD 973360). This move was blemished by a
fatal accident when 2 smoke ships collided in flight while laying down a amoke
screoen north of th- 12,

Throughout May 20 and 30 1ift ship combat assaults wire conduotad almest
daily. The mest extensive sup@rt was provided %o the 1st ARVN Divisien. Qver

7,000 ARVN troops were lifted into combat and over 30 battalien sized ARVN com-
bat asmaults were initiated. During May and into June the 158th supperted thae




actions in ¢h: tfun Tavern anu ll.onderson axr:a viere the S4%h ARVN Regiment made
heavy coutact with the 66th NVA Rogimmnt. As o rosult of the Jighting in this
arca th: 66th XVA Regiimunt was coipletely destroyed with evnly woderate losses

te ti: AVN cluiments, This ac.omplislecnt was wade possible by the tremendous
supypert of the 158th Aviation Pattalion, which cenducted nui-rous assaults,

‘extractions and rz-supply missions fer th. 54th ARVN Regiment while under

intons: iertar, anti-aireraft and 75mm recoilless rifle fire,

As th: sumncr werce on the incrcased encmy actien came to a climax en 23 July.
On this day the 158th extracted, while under almost ccutinuous mortar, small arms
and autonntic woapons [ire, all fricndly persenncl fios FSB Ripecord and the im-
nodiat.: surrounding arca, This complex and floxibl: cperatien was conducted
utilizing 1 C&C, 63 1lift aircraft, multiple ARA sectiouns, 8 AH-1G gunships and
hoth wiite and pink teams., The NVA delivered intensive fire onte the PZls
carly in the norning and kept it up all day d.:spite the tremendous velume ef
guprressive fire that was thrown back at them. The slicks continued te expose
thauselvoes and pick up troeps until th: extractien was comploted by carly after-
noon, During the oxtraction a grat:ful passenger gave a pilot a writton message
which roads: '"Words can't express it, you guys got balls - Thanks A1/11,"

Although Tipcord was the highlight of the sunamer, things by no means slewed
down after that. In additien to numerous multi~ship woves the 158th provided
daily legistical and gunship support to the brleagucred FSB ©'Reilly until its
extraction 7 Octobrr., “The "Redskins® of D Company rcpeatedly provided suppert
to units in contact, fer oxample, on 12 and 13 August thie sunships provided
closc support to ARVN mechanizcrd units eperating in the Hai Vang arca. During
the two days of hoavy fighting, the attack helicoptors wore credited with 85 NVA
killed by h~licepter,

The a»proach of the northeast mensocen scason and the anticipation ef poer

flying wiathor caused fower imultiple ship movas ta bz »lanned. However, befere

the wenther imobilized air transportation one more large move was planned =f the
25th ¢i’ Sc tuaber. The assault was plannad according to the iniwvrmation effered
oy a Chicu Hei and made directly onto the lecation idimtiiied as the Headguartoers
of the 27th V) Rogianent, The information was cerr:ct and heavy cnomy fire was
mecuns ored as the aireraft touched down in the landing zonz, In spite of the
intonsc hostile fire, the assault was continued, Of the 20 slicks and 14 gun-
ships that wer: uvtilized, 13 aircraft wers hit, 4 of which had to b2 rorce landed
in heavily dsfended onery torrain,  Despite tu° hestile Tirs and bai¥le damage,
avistion parsomn.l ceennltics were miraculously limited to 3 WIA,

Once th: northeast monsoon arriv:d the larg: multi-shin moves had to be
roylaced by onz and two ship movoes, fho oxtriwely bad weathor conditions made
sven those small aissions veory hazardows, fowever, the outstanding roputation
that the 158th carned during the y=2ar was 1old high dospite the weathor., The
succusful comrletion of wmany hazardous siuglz ship nissions dimonstratad that
true proP\SSLOnallsn was a basic cgaract,.lgtlc of 2ach individual aviator cf
the 156th Aviztion Battalion,
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FPOREWORD

The esprit of o unit can often be traced directly to an awareness of its

meribers of thot particular unit!s history, Iride in one's organization,

and a motivation to enhance a unit's prestige are two of the most import-
ant reasons for = study of past events, With these basic tenets in wind,
t.is Unit Iistory of the 158th Aviation Battalion (AE) is yresented,

In a larger sense, however, it is {for the future i:embers of this come

mand and the 101st Airborne Division's overall record that we have prepared
this history,




PREFACE

This is o history of tlie 150th Aviation Dattalion (AH), 101st Airborne
Division (AMBL), fou the jeriod 1 Jamuary 1969 tlwough 30 December 1969.
This history includes activities of thc units assigned to the 158th Aviation

iattalion (AH)e Irom lessons learned in the past it will focus the reader's
attention oa the ever reaching ", oals" set befoxre us, :

The cppreciation of the author is extended to the battalion staff of=
ficers and to personnel of the suvbordinate units for their assistance in

providing the information for this history.



COITIAIDING QIT'ICIRS

1969
158th Avintion Battalion

1 October 1968 through 10 August 1969 LTC Peter C, Withers
11 August 1969 through 24 January 1970 1IC Joseph I, Kastnexr

Headquarters Company

22 Hovember 1968 through 19 liay 1969 MAJ John X. Watts

20 ¥ay 1969 through 29 July 1969 CPT Robert J, McCorry

30 July 1969 through 22 Jamuary 1970 CPT Joseph J, Pavero
Conpany A

18 July 1968 through 25 April 1969 : fIAJ taurice F. Dougherty

25 April 1969 through 26 July 1969 iAJ Eldon L, Smith Jr.

26 July 1969 through 8 Scptember 1969 1AJ John 1, Colson

8 Septewber 1969 through 15 April 1970 tiaJ Turner D, Griffin Jr.
Conmpany B

18 July 1968 tirousgh 18 July 1969 1AJ Toumy W, Thornton

19 July 1969 through 30 Dece:ber 1969 AJ John B, Watts
Coupany C

25 July 1968 through 23 July 1969 TAJ John J. Jenkins

24 July 1969 thwcough 30 iovember 1969 IAJ lawrence Karjala

1 Deceuber 1969 through 1 June 1970 " AJ Gerald Lord
Conpanyy D

25 July 1968 throuzh 17 August 1969 MAJ Calvin T. Gibson

18 Auzust 1969 tlrough 6 liarch 1970 IAJ Thomas J. Glenn




Silver Star

Distinimished Flying Cross
Soldiers iedal

Bronze Star

Aryy Comaend.tion lMedal
Air iedal

Purple Heaxrt

DECGRATIONS AWARDED IN 1969

25
87

390
1006

860
83




IN COUIfIRY FQGRIING

N
The following is the order in widch the 150th Aviation Battalion asscts
a:rived in RVN,

DATE OF A RIVAL itV DiISCRIPTION
28 Jan 69 HQ Advanced Party Personnel w/ (lission
Gssential iquipuent
1 Feb 69 Co A Personnel w/ liission Hssential iquipment
2 Feb 69 Co C Personnel w/ iiission lissential Lquipment
5 Feb 69 CoC Organic Dquip ient
6 Teb 69 Co D Qrganic Bquipnent
T Feb €9 Co A Organic DBquipment
13 Feb 69 CoC Organic UH~1H Ajrcraft
15 Feb 69 Co A Qrganic UH-10 Afrcraft
21 Feb &9 CoB Personnel w/ liission Eésentia.l Bquipment
25 Feb 69 .HC Personnel w/ iiission Essential Equipment
2% 'eb 69 Co D Persounnel w/ iiission "ssential Bquipment
4 ¥ar 69 Co B Organic UH-1H Aircraft
T Max 69 CoDd Organic BEquipaent
11 Iiar 69 Co B/AHC Organic Louipment
1 Apr 69 Battalion Declared Fully Operztional

7 Apr 69 Co D Received I'irst Cobra (AH~-1G Aircraft)




TRAIVING

1. In country training was conducted from 8 Feb 69 through 31 Mar 69. From
15 liexr 69 to 27 Mar 69, A and C Companies, having completed company level
training, flew log mis=zions of an operational nature,

2. The in country flizht training, wrozressing froa individual aviator pro-
ficiency to section, platoon, conpany and bavtalion tactics, included ground
school at the coupany level in aviation related subjects.
3, ae. OH-GA Transition

b. AI-1G Transition

Ce A-1G Armament (Enl)

d. AH-1G Arnament (Off)

e, ™53, I~13 Engines

f. Uli=1H Airframes

2. Tech Su ply

h, AI=-1G Airfrane

i. All1G lizchanic

jo Jungle Survival Couise
4, The 158%h Dattalion expedited to councentictie on training 2:forts in flight
proficiency, safely and maintenance areas tirroush sitall sczle informal training
and specicl discussions of safety, A s-stematized pirogram of rotation of inex-
perienced pilots with qualified personnel and closgly supervised OJT for new

ci>w chiefs and rechanics was utilized,

5¢ Izpelling training for lift company pilots and wintenance recovery teams
by Specinl Morces instructors frow Camp Bagle LU,

6 29 July 1969, OH-6A transition started for Counandér and Staff,
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CIAPTER I
14JOR GRGANIZATIONS QF TIE 158th AVIATICH DATTALION (AH)

HEAC, 158th Awvn Bn (AH)
The :rission of Hea.dqﬁarters ‘is to furnish comi , control, staff plan-
ning and supervision for the 15Cth Avi.tion Dattalion (AH). IC provides the
personnel, and their support for the leadquaiters of the 158th Aviation Bat-

talion (All), ond assists the subordinate comyanies in the accouplishment of
their nission,

Companies A, B, and C
The mission of Companies A, B, and C is to provide tactical mobility for

combat troops, supplies, and equipunt during the conduct of airmobile opera-
tions,

Compeny D
hic .ission of Conpany D is to provide sccurity ior airmobile forces
within the battalion, and to participute in offensive, dcfemsive, and delay-
inz action as jart of a highly mobile combined aimed teanm,
Dach coupany has adopted oall signs as follows:
Company A, Ghostrider
Company B, Lancer
Company C, Phoenix
Company D, Redskin
Bach company has o Transportation Detachient, he 159th TC for A Company,
1¢8th TC for D Coupany, 273d for C Coupany, and ti.e 169th IC for D Company.

7h2 nission of the Pransportation Detachments is to perform direct support
wiceraft mainten:.nce, avionics, and supply support,
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CHAPIER II

Unit History
158th Aviation Battalion (AL)
101et Airborne Division (AMBL)

As of 1 Jan 69 the 158th Aviation Battalion contimed preparation for
denloyment to the Republic of South Vietnam and the 101st Airborne Division
(Aicmobile), ‘the fincl preparation was the Qrganizational Readiness Inspec-
tion conducted in January, The BRI covered all battalion and individual
coapany files, records, and equijment, <The last phase of the ORI being an
in ranks insuection prior to deperture,

On 25 Jamuary 1969 the lattalion Advance Party departed Colorado
Siriags, to arvive ot Da Wang 28 Jamary 1969, “Whe rewmainder of the battal-
ion closed uy th2 end of Mebruaxry., All aircraft vere in couniry by the mid-
dle of ' irch, ana after concenirated in-count.y tiaining, the bavtalion was
declored Ffully operntional on 1 April 1969, On 1 irch 1969 the ba.talion,
for the first time all assembled at one place at ti.e same tiwe, was welcomed
iato the 1018t Airborne Division by the Coumanding General, ajor General
Zais (and 3 122ma wockets, comli.ents of "Charlie",)

Prom 2 iarch to 8 May 1969, ihe battalion supporied elenents and performe
ed accelerated training and waintenance programs to bDring the unit up to stand-
ards, to insure personnel were loned to o keen edje in oxder to perform their
conbat suprort role,

On 8 fiay 1969, the 150th participated in its first wajor coubat assault,
Oneration “Apache Snow" iusertin;: elements of the 101st Airdorne Division into
the A Shau Valley. The nission was a successful one as the battalion sustained
only minor dai.age to one aircroft throughout the entire 1ift,

Throurhout the sliring and swraer montiis the 158th contimed its mission
of support in operation "Montgouery lcndezvous,™ "Kentucky Juaper," "Richland
Souare," and "gooton Talls,®

As thie swamner .ounths o proached their end, tie 158th also received a new
vosunding officer, On 11 August 1969 LIC Peter C, Withers relinquished nis
cormand to LIC Joseph H, Kostner, tlums begioning a nev -la.ter in the battalionte
‘roud history, Under ihe leaders ip of '"Vampire,® the 158th continued tc dig-
sivmish itsell as an outstanding aviation unit, through the monsoon season and
iuto anotlier hot and dry sumer,

On 23 Seytember 1969, the 158th Aviation Battolion underwent its first
Avmal Coneral Inspection since avriving in Vietnam, The battalion again dis-
tinguisliied itself, receiving an overall score of 98%.



Durin: the .eriod from 15 August to 28 September 1969, the 15Cth Avia~
tion Dattolion sAH) provided direct support for the 2d Iiigade, 1018t Air-
borne Division (AMDL), Operation Clayborne Chute, and the 3d Drigade, 101st
Airvborne Division (AMDL) Operation Louisiana lee. Thesc tvo Irigade Orera-
tions coiiclude the extent of direct support the 158th Aviation Lattalion (AIl)
mrovided for the 101st Airborne Division Operation lichland Square, Of the
tloee assault helico ter companies organic to the 15C0th Aviation Baticlion
(A11), one company was assigned a general sup ort role cud the remaining two
were assigned direct roles, one each per Biizede, The 158th Avi.tion Bat-
talion (ANl) attack helicopter companmy provided jeneral su.port for both
Operation Clayborne Chute and Operation Louisiana Lee, as well as general
and non-divisional support,

Dw-iag the period froni 29 Sevtember 1969 to 31 October 1969, the 158th
Avictioa Dattalion (All) provided direct support {or the 3d Brigade, 101st
Aivhorne Division Operation Republic Square, Of the thiree assoult helicop-
ter cowanies orgonic to the 158th Avintion Pattalion (AII), vompany B pro-
vided direct support for 3d Brisade., Companies A and C assued the general
support wissions,

i"he operational period frou 29 Septerber 1969 to 21 October 1969 was
successful despite the fact that incleent weatiior reduced the eflectiveness
of wvi.tion su port, Last mimite changes caused Ly w.ather hindered the
+iwely accomplislment of the lurger coiubat assaults as well as the daily
logistical supuwort. Improvements to operational planning have Leen made
tivouzh incorporating specific procedures and adequate tiie morygins for weath-
er delays, These ireasures have greatly enhwnced tiie flexibility neces:ary
to accomplish the assigned tasks,

he period frowm 1 "ovember 1969 th-ough 6 Deceiber 1969 the 158th
Aviation Nattalion (AH) supported th: 101st Airborne Division (AMBL) Opera=
tioa ilepublic Square,

Swzsaxy s

In o velatively brief period of tiwe, the 15Cth Aviation Dattalion. (AH)
hns achieved a reputation for providins outstanding susport and its courage
vinder Tie and veriods of iuacleiient weatiner is attested to by its operations,
e amaes of some of our cctivities conjure slvxrp remeubrances far all of us,
as well an the vhole of the 101st Airborne Division: -"Apache Snow,™ The A
snauw, ~irLorne, Dons Ap Dio (Hamburger Hill); thiey and the rest reflect that
ihe battalion has accomplished its own unique reundezvous with destiny,




CUAPTTR III

PICST OFERATION

lHay 5th, 1969, the Tattalion - - v and S=3 began plans for Opera~-
tion Apache Suow, Four(+) batbte. ; 1ifted in oue day. The 158th and
101s% Latinlions were comaitted,

158th Aviction BDattalion (AH) Lifts

2,1 ARVN 8 May (9 lay)
3/187 10 May

4/1 ARVN

1st Co, 2/1 ARVN

3/1 ARVN 11 May

1Z on .VN « lLaos border

Staging area - Tlighway 547 vetween FSB Dlaze and Cannon,

The operation, Leing the first mojor umdertaking o. the 158th Aviation
Sattalion (AH) since arrival in AVH, dewonstirated the battalion'!s capability
to perforim in the iunner expected, In the three day period concerued, the
battalion lifted 1774 troops into coubat in 295 soriies without cifficulty
and aluwost without incident, IIigh poi..ts of the operation included the jro-
fessional display of flizht and coimmnications discipline; the exccution of
caergency procedures by the crews of two coubutedanmaged aircrift; the flexiw
bility slown when "A" Company was unexpectedly co-mitted to a third 1ift of
ihe 37187, veauiring a complete chonge in the lift sequence fo. the remaining
escoults scheduled; and perbaps above all, the outsianding results of the
vearwork of the aerial coubined arms teom involved:s airr cavalry, aerial
vocket artillery, zad the assault lLielicopter elenents. 'fhe smtual su;port
cnd zreat cooperation displayed by all three weve of significant import, ably
denonsiu.iting the results uvlich can habitually be aclhieved in such operations,
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The 158th Aviation Battalion (Aslt Hcl) wras activated on 25 Jul 68 by
Aenertl Order Fumber 244 under the cormanl of Mo jor Maurice Jougherty. It was
orcani-e’ fr wu two eristing aviatién commenies, the ~46th at 't Carson 2nd tic

~17¢ at Pt Riley, plus adcditionnl umen vl ejuipnent needed to brin: the bHatt-
alion n» to its streagth. Tea’quarters, alpha, Dravo "ad Delta co..unie: re-
nine” at Pt Carson while Cicrlie Comitnir was formed at Pt Riley. Unit trainin -
be-~n on 9 Sov 62 an” contiiue’ thr.ugh Loy T and_ ARMts 10 the hawsh viater
of ™t Carscn. Cn 9 Jon 70 the "iaal oncwational readiness i:-m--éctio.r wag  wennc
and the ~nit be mn packiis for South Vietna-. In all, over 4500 aircraft vovr:
we e lo-sed durin~ thig 'bminin‘g.

™ advance wirty dep rte’ Tt Carson on 5 Jonu ry and arrivel Ta Yons, 3l

Tietn = on 28 Jan %9. Torouw hiout Februery the renrinder of the btattalion <arr-

-y

ived in 5its and viecen and started in-country training wnder t:e ~uidince o
corhit Weterans of the 101st Airhomme Tivisiou. tn 1 4 r 69, the wait wao declare’
fully operationnl and be i 'flvia - pis~ions of a lorzisticsl nu{'ure for thn
division,

'n 8 Yay £9, 1~ 158t Avdation Tattalion v wticipated in ite first :wjor
combat a~sault, oseration “p c¢he Snow, into the . Shau Valley. IFour batt~li- .c
of Allie” troo.s w-re lifted int~ the area in a complgtely succeszful o.exation.

.

Minor ‘ama~e to one ship was sustained.

t

~
™rourhout t ¢ wemeinder of the s rinz and summer the brttalion “igtin;muished
. . ~
itself in scuch overction. 2r Clagborne Jhute, Iouisiana Lee, icnlza®™ Sauare,

"l'-,\

- ”~
epudblic Savare, ~né famus 7 Ris (ranyarger 111} . Alon~ wit  symmorting the

3
e mmeMes e PSR <0 SIS, Tt - e s Bt e e e v---._._..J. [P Ao

LB
J
A
Q
e
@
X




1715t Airborne DNiviasion, ti.is wiit (lew fo‘r cleonents of th- 1st "7 Divin.inn,

and the 1st Tde of the Sth Techitnire! ivisicn duriug sone eotremely hord L1 Miine.
inter i969 oand the harsh ‘ort'west ongoon macde flyings ertre ely <iflicult

an’ ha~"r'ous . The battalion assumed lirect supnort of the 33 Brigacde, 10lst

Airborne ivision, and 1lst Bde, 5th Mech "iv alons with general suphort for the

reraimder of the units in “Jorthern I Corps.

The 2o7:iar of the AETe' Yer saw atioa pick u» in the extreme .‘orthern are- of
South Vietnam. Units of the 153th Aviation Battalion in support of the 1lst Bde.
5th Mech Div were credited with 25 "WA/NC kills in this area during Jamary 1970.

S".ring came, the weather cleare! and the barttalion once & - in be~n wliing
lar—e ¢-what aszault: ‘nte suchi nevsworthy areas as Ripcomrd, 0!'Reilly, Tun Tavern
od Tenderson., lTost estensive ~u - ort was provided to the lst iRTT Division in
tard 2nd bloody fighting curimr their effort to wrest contro’ of mountiinous
Weste'n I Corps fron the eneny. Pe taps the hishlight of the swmer czme on 23
Jul 70 w en the _158th and other aviation elements of the 101lst .irborne Division
ertracted Arerican troops fror: the Ripcord vicinity under heavy enemy pressure
from multinle enemy regiments. A total of 63 1ift ships w.re used in this highly
successful operation.

The battalion ¢ nt‘nued to provile d~ily logistical su :wort for bele-zuered
FBts 0'Reilly and Barnett 'n the late summer. The gunships of Lelta Commany had
one of their finest hours on 12 and 13 sugust when they cupported LRVIT Mechanitzed
unite in contact near Ini Vens and received credit for 85 kills. Cn 27 “ep the
158th condvcted its last larze ¢ mbat assault before the advent of the bitter
fall-winter nonsoon. GoinT into the base camp area of the 2T7th MVA Zegsinent
northwest of Vandersrift with Vietnamese !arines thirteen siips were damarzed by
eneny fire, foir shot down in the lundin~ zone area and two formed to oo down at

R

nenrby Allied alrfields. Ydraculously, casmialties 'to the air érews totdled only

3 wounded,
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and
Ae—+ive Ba’ wenther of th: monsoon reached T Corpsathe battalion was force® to

imit the scope of its activity. 1Is tle .1llied forces conceantrute:’ on mainta’® in:

’ [ e

a screen between the VA/VC forces in the mount~inc and the people of Souti:
Tietnam in the densely populited lowlaon’s the 158th saw a majority of its aircr-ft
co mitted to lo-istical =n' veconn:issince ty e uissions =long witi pericdic
™i1lti-s’ in combhat :Lssaulfs to keep the .1llie? screen intact. Thermy activity
eruieted down throu hout Tovenber ant Dece ber only to nicl: w: azain in Juiw.ay

in ~rer retion for Tet ~n' the good ~erther [ the an roaching Spring 1971.




